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O ne of the things about me that will probably become very apparent 
to you is that Star Wars is one of the principal aspects of my reli-

gious vocabulary.  It was a big part of my mythos as a child and continues to 
have a spiritual resonance for me as an adult. 

 The first installment of Star Wars (which was really the fourth epi-
sode—it’s confusing!) was subtitled “A New Hope.”  After chaos and con-
fusion had set in around the universe, something new emerged.  It is a com-
mon theme that runs throughout world religions: that hope is always possi-
ble, and that it can come from unexpected places.  This is really a human 
message to never give up hope even in the midst of pain, suffering, and dif-
ficult circumstances.  As one well-known religious leader once put it, “Keep 
hope alive!” 

 As we enter this new church year, this new ministry together, hope 
is the message I keep coming back to.  Hope is forward looking, yet it pro-
vides solace in the present as well.  My wife Sharon and I have a lot of hope 
for our family and our new life together in Delaware after living all of our 
lives in the Midwest.  I have hope about this exciting new chapter in my 
career.  I have hope when I am in meetings with the Executive Team or with 
the Board at its retreat last month, and I start thinking about all of the possi-
bilities that First Unitarian Church has stretched out before itself.  That gets 
me pumped up and excited in the here and now. 

 The past few years have been rocky ones at Fist Unitarian Church.  
I have spent a lot of time listening to the stories about difficult times, con-
fusing circumstances, painful good byes, and worries about the future.  
I certainly cannot guarantee nothing but smooth sailing from here on out.  
Life does not conform to the perfect script of a movie.  Even as a Star Wars 
fan I know this.  But hope for a new era, a new moment of energy and vi-
sion for ourselves and our congregation, can be (and forgive me for this…) a 
very powerful force. 
 So here is to the future.  May we not only dream about it in the pre-
sent, but also work to make it real.  Through our vision, our commitment to 
our church, and our covenant to each other as Unitarian Universalists, we 
can make some truly fantastic possibilities become real.  A new hope is not 
far off, it is right here and right now. 

 May You Be Blessed Always, 

    Rev. Josh Snyder 

Sunday, September 7: Rev. Snyder A Singe 
Step (Ingathering Sunday)  “Everything has 
a beginning.  Every ministry has its first ser-
mon; and this is mine.  As we kick off the 
church year, and a new ministry together, we 
will examine the beginnings of things.  Amid 
all of the possibilities for the future, how we 
begin can tell us a lot about where we are 
going.  As my Dad always says, ‘You have to 
get the first one in order to get them all!’” 
 

Sunday, September 14: Rev. Snyder Radi-
cal Hospitality  “How do we welcome the 
stranger in our midst?  What is the process of 
going from stranger to friend?  Helping peo-
ple move into becoming friends and compan-
ions along the way is a spiritual practice.  It 
asks something from us, and yet rewards us 
greatly when we invite others to be in rela-
tionship.  And perhaps we have something to 
learn from a surprising source…” 
 

Wednesday, September 17:  6:30 p.m. Bisy 
Backson – Rev. Barbara Gadon 

Sunday, September 21: Rev. Gadon Spiri-
tual Practice - It's Not Just For Yogis Any-
more  We tend to associate spiritual practice 
with monks, nuns, yogis, and cave hermits.  
In reality, it cuts across many different be-
liefs, and can take many forms for busy peo-
ple.   At its core, spiritual practice is any way 
we calm and focus our minds, in order to 
hear the small, still voice within, and live 
more conscious, compassionate lives.   What 
might it look like for you? Come and find out!  

Wednesday, September 24: 6:30 p.m. Holy 
Experience– Scott Ward 
 

Sunday, September 28: Rev. Snyder Be-
yond Tolerance  “Tolerance is one of the 
triumvirate of values that Earl Morse Wilbur 
identified as being at the core of Unitarian-
ism throughout its history.  A recent book by 
Gustav Niebuhr reexamines this key value 
that Unitarian Universalists have long held so 
dear.  Come to church to see if we can still 
tolerate tolerance.” 

September 2008September 2008September 2008September 2008    

Josh’s Journal  Upcoming Services 

 

WELCOME: 
The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, inspires lifelong spiritual growth. We 
promote religious freedom and joyfully offer the transforming message of our Unitarian Uni-
versalist principles to our  community and the world.  We share a freely chosen faith that 
opens minds and deepens understanding  of life’s enduring mysteries.  We rely on reason,  in-
tuition, personal experience and  diverse religious traditions.  As individuals in community, 
we commit our hearts, minds and resources  to this mission. 
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The Tao of Small Groups 
Pooh, Rabbit and Piglet were trying to find their way Home.  Instead, they kept run-
ning into a Pit.  They didn’t know which way to turn.    

 “How would it be,’ said Pooh slowly, “if, as soon as we’re out of sight of this 
Pit, we try to find it again?”   

 “What’s the good of that?” said Rabbit. 
 “Well,” said Pooh, “we keep looking for Home and not finding it, so I thought 
if we looked for this Pit, we’d be sure not to find it, which would be a Good Thing, 
because then we might find something that we weren’t looking for, which might be 
just what we were looking for, really.” 
 “I don’t see much sense in that,” said Rabbit. 
              - from The House at Pooh Corner, and The Tao of Pooh 
 

Rabbit sure represents common sense.  And yet, as the story goes, it took 
some nutty thinking - coming at things with a fresh mind, unhampered by the need 
to be consistent or reasonable – that made all the difference in getting Home.   

Rev. Josh and I were talking about small groups at our church, which are at 
a marked lull right now.  My thoughts were definitely of the Rabbit persua-
sion.  Maybe we ought to phase them out for awhile.  Let the current ones meet, of 
course, but otherwise, give ‘em a rest, let things lie fallow.  People are amazingly 
busy – do we really have time for them? Josh, coming in with fresh eyes and some 
hefty success with small groups in Omaha, was remarkably Pooh-like.  Crank ‘em 
up,  he said  Make them a bigger deal!  Require more of a commitment from people 
in joining them!  We looked at each other for a moment.  

We agreed on some important things.  We agreed that small groups in 
church matter – a lot.  Places for people to get to know one another in depth are so 
important.  As Rev. Kate Bortner pointed out a few weeks ago in her sermon here, 
Americans are more gadget-centered and isolated than ever before.  We need more 
face-time with live human beings.  We also need more places that welcome us, 
wherever we are in life.  We also agreed that they should ask more of folks than 
they do now.  For people to form real bonds, they really ought to meet more than 
once a month.  Small groups ought to have a component of service, where they of-
fer some gift of time and effort to the church. And if we are serious in our faith 
about welcoming the stranger, giving everyone a place to belong, they ought to be 
open to newcomers to join, year-round.  Well!  We know we are tipping over some 
pretty sacred cows here, walking right toward what anyone can see is a Pit.  I’m too 
busy!  I can’t meet twice a month with people, AND plan a service project!  And 
how could we ever build trust in our group if we don’t close it?  And yet, these are 
just the conditions that made Omaha’s small group program a huge success.  They 
also happen to be what all the small group ‘gurus’ tell us we must do, if we want 
the experience to really matter to people.   

So this year, in addition to the current small groups that wish to continue, 
I’m starting a pilot group as an experiment.  More requirements for participation, 
rather than less.  Add in a service project. Let new people come in during the 
year.  We will meet on the second and fourth Thursday evenings of the month, 
starting in October.  I shall be your (mostly) fearless leader.  Partway through the 
year, I will ask group members to take turns leading, and then in April and May, the 
group will run itself while I’m on the second half of my sabbatical.  My hope is that 
folks from this group will become leaders for groups next year.  And we will see if 
the “Tao of Small Groups” is really true.  So who’s game?  Let me know at bar-
bara@firstuuwilm.org.   

      In Faith, Rev. Barbara 

Holy Land Tour: Israel, Palestine and 
Jordan March 22 – April 4, 2009 with 
Rev. Barbara Gadon 
Price: $3216* 
*Double occupancy from New York 
City—Single supplement $348 
 
Questions and Answers 
 
Q: When's the registration deadline? 
A: You must have your $200 deposit 
to SBS (the Society for Biblical Stud-
ies, our logistics organizer), passport 
copy and insurance payment (if de-
sired) no later than September 30. 
 
Q: How do I sign up? 
A: Copies of the brochure, registration 
form, information about trip insurance 
and terms and conditions are available 
in the church office.  You may also  
e-mail Barbara and receive the  
brochure electronically. 
 
Q: What's included in the $3216? 
A: Airfare from JFK airport to Am-
man, Jordan, lodging at tourist-class 
hotels and a few homestays, breakfasts 
and dinners, guide, driver, site entry 
fees, and other land transportation 
costs. 
 
Q: What areas are we visiting? 
A: Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, Haifa, Acco, 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Hebron, Bethle-
hem, Modi'in, the Golan Heights, the 
Galilee, the Dead Sea. For an addi-
tional $398, you may add two days 
in Petra. 
 
Q: Is there a minimum and maximum 
number of participants? 
A: The minimum is 15, the maximum 
is 30. For this reason, we encourage 
you to invite any friends you think 
might be interested. 
 
Q: How much walking is involved? 
A: You should be able to comfortably 
handle standing, moderately paced 
walking and stairs for a few hours at a 
time. (Another way of answering:  
Robert and Barbara, reasonably fit 40-
somethings, were very tired at the end 
of the day!) 

Leap of Faith Holy Land Tour 
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Children and Youth Religious Exploration (CYRE) 

Wonderful and exciting things are happening at First Unitarian Church this fall! 
• Kindergartners through fifth graders are participating in the new Tapestry of Faith Programming created by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association.  Check out www.firstuuwilm.org or the CYRE Prospectus for details! 

• A new website is available for CYRE families, friends and advisors at http://sites.google.com/site/firstuuwilmcyre/.  This 
web site includes a calendar of events and registration forms for CYRE.  Permission forms for JYG and Youth Group activi-
ties will also be available on this site.  Check the website every week!  Taking It Home materials are posted for each CYRE 
group. This includes a brief description of what the children did on Sunday, suggestions for family activities on the topic, web 
site links and UU family rituals your family may want to try at home.  CYRE Guides and Assistant Guides can access lesson 
plans and teaching materials on the website as well.  Everyone on the CYRE News and Notes email list received an invitation 
to join this web site.  Interested in gaining access to the site, but didn’t receive an invitation?  Contact Catherine Williamson, 
DRE at Catherine@firstuuwilm.org or (302)478-2384 or leave a message with your email address in my mailbox in the church 
office. 
 Wednesdays at First U get started September 17.  Dinner, worship, classes, a Homework Room and a Fun Room are available 
beginning at 5:45pm.  OWL classes begin September 24 for 4th – 6th graders and 7th – 9th graders. 

First U JYG (Jr. Youth Group) 

Looking for some fun?  
Ready for an adventure?   

Are you in 6th, 7th or 8th grade?   
Then join the First U JYG!   
Check out some of our September events! 

Sunday, September 14:    
 Tubing on the Brandywine River 
Spend a couple of hours meandering down the Brandy-
wine River with friends and advisors. 
Place:     Wilderness Canoes:  Fairfax Shopping Center – 
behind the old Bennigans.   
Time: 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Cost:     $10.00 
  

Friday, September 19 – Sunday, September 21  
Cape Henlopen Retreat  — Join us for a weekend of fun 
at the beach!  We will arrive Friday evening and go on a 
night hike.  Saturday morning we will participate in a 
Social Action Project focused on cleaning up the beach 
for about 2 hours.  Then we’ll take some time to enjoy 
swimming in the ocean, followed by evening at the 
Rehoboth Beach boardwalk. 
Cost:  $20.00 plus pocket money for dinner and fun in 
Rehoboth (minimum $10.00) 
 

The Youth Group held their Opening Retreat August 29 – 
August 31 at Camp Pecometh.  Camping, swimming, a 
Ropes Course, and group bonding were all part of the fun. 
 

Sunday, September 28 the Youth Group will participate in 
AIDS Walk Delaware at Rockford Park.   Help make Dela-
ware a healthier place. HIV/AIDS is a 100% preventable dis-
ease. Together we can make a difference toward taking Dela-
ware out of the top FIVE states in the country for per capita 
HIV infection.  Look for the Youth Group in Parish Hall and 
make a donation toward this worthy cause! 
 

First U Youth Group 

 Thank you for supporting my can tab collecting pro-
ject. I collected over 7,000 tabs. The tabs where taken to the 
Ronald McDonald House.  The metal from the tabs will be 
converted to money that will be contributed to the Ronald 
McDonald House, a place where many families can live to-
gether and receive the support they need during difficult times. 
 
     I appreciate the help of the church community during this 

project.                                        Jake Gladfelter 

A Note from Jake 

REGISTRATION:  Please be sure to fill out and return the registration form and CYRE Covenant for the 
2008-2009 programs. Copies are available in the church office or can be printed from our web site in PDF for-
mat.  (Adobe Acrobat or other PDF reader required) . Then mail it or drop it off to the church office. This will 
help us plan for our classes and ensure ongoing communication between church and home. 
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Notes from Scott Office Ministration 
What an exciting time of year! 

The church is buzzing with an-
ticipation as Rev. Snyder’s Min-
istry at First U takes off. Rev. 
Gadon is gearing up for our new 
Wednesday Night worship and 

programs. DRE Catherine Williamson is ready to 
launch her exciting CYRE program. We are ready 
to go! 

The summer seemed short, as it always does. We 
enjoyed good attendance for our summer services, 
and had a wide variety of subjects. I want to thank 
all of you who were so kind to my mother and 
family when we did the “all-Ward” service. Rev. 
Gadon graciously hosted us. 

We are working hard getting the music ready for 
“Medium Music Sunday,” August 31. We are 
celebrating the music of Schubert, but we will 
also be celebrating the telling of stories, and shar-
ing of faith through music. 

I am writing an essay based on a Schubert song 
“Death and the Maiden”. This short, but powerful 
song brings some of our most basic fears into per-
spective. Martin Hargrove’s performance of the 
piece is always exciting, and believe me, I’ve 
heard him sing it a lot. 

Other soloists for “Medium Music” will be Elisa 
Matthews, who charmed us at last springs Big 
Music Sunday, and my brother, Terry Ward. 

The main musical piece for the morning will be 
the beautiful Schubert Mass in G. In this work 
Schubert explores the mass form in a truly unique 
way. 

The choir for the Mass will be Miriam Priest, Lori 
Weddell, Shirley Peters, Rebecca Fisher, Bill 
Barry, Jim Weddell and John Priest. A great way 
to say good-bye to the summer. 

Next year our music program will be a little dif-
ferent, and hopefully a lot exciting. 
Here are a few teasers:  
• A Concert Version of “Amahl and the Night 

Visitors” 
• Former Paul Winter Consort musician Jim 

Scott 
• A pre- Christmas Eve concert of Charpentier 
• The Wister String Quartet 
• And More!     

   Scott 

 Ingathering approaches and I am reminded that the 
church used to publish a printed directory which was made avail-
able to all members of the congregation by Ingathering Sunday. 
In the interest of preserving trees and saving money, we no longer 
produce large quantities of printed directories. We post the direc-
tory on our web site in the Members’ Area, which is easy to up-
date as changes occur. If you need to know the password and user 
name for the Members’ Area, please call the church office. If you 
would like a printed version, we usually have some printed copies 
available in the church office. Just stop by and ask! 
  Taking care of business,    
               Marina 

Amnesty International USA 
Join us to support this worldwide effort to stand up for humanity and 
human rights.   Amnesty investigates and exposes abuses, and educates 
and mobilizes the public – life-saving work that has been recognized 
with the Nobel Peace Prize.  Founded in 1961, it has campaigned suc-
cessfully in recent years for the International Criminal Court and a UN 
Torture Treaty.  A special connection for us is that Amnesty’s immedi-
ate past Executive Director was Bill Shultz, the former president of our 
Unitarian Universalist Association.  Let us help their work. 

REMINDER: Last Call for Nominations for  
Special Sunday Offerings for the fall 

       Several local, national, and international causes are still cued up 
from last winter’s proposals; but additional recommendations are re-
quested and will be considered for final scheduling. 

       Please make your nomination in writing and send it to the Social 
Justice Team in care of at  helen.foss@verizon.net by September 8.  
Identify the cause and briefly describe it, including an explanation of 
how the resources would be used.  Please give your name and that of 
the sponsor, if other than yourself. 
Helen K. Foss, Executive Team liaison to Social Justice  

 The Write Group will meet Sept. 11. New Members are Wel-
come. We meet the 2nd Thurs. each month in the church library from 1 
to 3. The suggested subject is "The best meal I ever had."  We are a 
small group of friendly people who like to write mem-
oirs, family fables, travel tales, stories that may be 
silly or sad. Prose and poetry; facts and fiction. No 
fees, no rules, just the enjoyment of sharing what we 
write. Everyone has a story to tell. We’ll tell you our 
stories if you’ll tell us yours. Please join us.   

September Special Offering 

The Write Group 
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Check out our library! 
• John Jones passed away on August 18th. Cards of 

sympathy to his wife Joy are welcome.  Please call 
the church office for her address. 

• Robert & Helen Foss are thrilled to announce the 
birth of their granddaughter Aleksandra Sofia Foss 
on June 18 in Fairfax, Virginia.  The proud parents 
are David Foss & Oksana Shlobin.  

• Anne Smock is at Riverside Hospital and would en-
joy contact from church members. 

• Bella Gier is home, recovering from foot surgery.   
Cards sent to her home are welcome. 

• Please keep Marilyn Hyte in your thoughts and 
prayers. Cards sent to the house are welcome but at 
this time she requires rest and is requesting no calls 
or visitors for a while. 

• Terry Walls, our building supervisor, has returned to 
work after a back injury.  

Caring and Sharing 

The Book Corner Needs YOU! 

Have you visited our First U library recently? New 
titles for adults and kids are added regularly, on a range of 
topics from Unitarian Universalism and other religions, to the 
environment and more. 

We thank Eric Olsen for his donation of seven books, 
including Jack Miles’ Pulitzer-prize winning, God: A biogra-
phy, and Bart Ehrman’s Misquoting Jesus: The story behind 
who changed the Bible and why. 

New environmental titles include: Journey for the 
planet: A kids’ five-week adventure to create an earth-friendly 
life, and Low carbon diet: A 30-day program to lose 5000 
pounds and save dollars, save energy, save the planet. 

Check out our library on Sunday mornings, 
at the first floor junction with the RE wing. 
Please follow posted instructions to borrow 
books, and return them promptly. 
Judy Windle, Library Committee 
John G. MacKinnon Memorial Library 

The Book Corner needs additional 
volunteers!   In order to keep the 
Book Corner open every Sunday we 

need additional volunteers to be sellers.    
Sellers are needed for the 3rd or 4th Sundays of the 
month.   Or perhaps you might be available for only 
particular months…  Any help is greatly appreciated!!  
All applicants welcome!!  Contact Maggie Duffy by 
email (mdu@verizon.net) or by phone (610-358-5587)  
THANKS!! 

The Alliance will start off the new year on October 6 with a 
brown bag lunch at 12 noon with beverage and dessert fur-
nished.  All are welcome to join us for lively conversation.  
It is not necessary to be a member.   

    meets every 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Wednesday for a brown bag lunch 

in the Warner Room.  We are open for anyone to join us.  
We give dispensation for age if you are not yet 50.   

Alliance Meeting Planned 

“39 + 11” Lunch Group  

The UU Supper Group starts a new season on 
Tuesday, September 16, in the Parish Hall.  
We are delighted that our guest speaker will 
be The Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder, our new Senior Minister.   

Everyone is welcome, so come along! We love having new 
friends join us so bring a guest if you like. Please remember 
Supper Group "welcomes guests regardless of their gender, 
race or whom they love." Food amounts are planned based 
on the count Anne has by 9:00 p.m. on the Sunday before 
(9/14.) Guest cost is $8.00. Members pay $7.00 because 
they have already paid a membership dues fee. Call Anne if 
you prefer lasagna. If you are not a member, you are still 
welcome to attend, but please call Anne for a reservation.   

Happy Hour begins at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall; dinner is 
at 6:15; program starts at 7:15. All Supper Group members 
are counted as attending unless  they call Anne LaSalle at 
302/764-2422 by 9:00 p.m. Sunday, September 14. 

UU Supper Group 

New Members 
On August 24, we welcomed five new members to our con-
gregation when they signed our Book of Names roll. Please 
seek out these new members and give them a warm First 
UU welcome!  They are: 

      Brian Lintz  Kelly Gillen 
 Karen Rege          Andrew & Victoria Addy 

WELCOME! 
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ROOTS---An Exploration of the Free Church Tradition 

Three Tuesdays, Sept. 23, 30, and Oct. 7 — Room 27 

 We believe that every person who comes to our church, whether or not they choose to become a 
member, should have an opportunity to know who we are and where we have come from.  This series is a 
helpful introduction to the history and significance of the Free Church, the concept of covenanted commu-
nity, the meaning of church citizenship, and the importance of adult religious education. 

 Anyone new to our church or interested in learning more about the roots of Unitarian Universalism 
is encouraged to attend.  Sessions are led by Dr. Josh Snyder, Rev. Barbara Gadon, and Membership Coor-
dinator Susan Madison. 

Please call the church office to register.   

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Starting September 14th …. 
Meditation Group  

Hosted by Jim Curtis 
 Discussion:  9:30 – 10:00 AM 
 Meditation:  10:00 - !0:20 AM    Room 25 
 

Emerson, Thoreau, and Transcendentalism 
 A Lecture/Video Course Facilitated by Susan Madison 
     9:30 - 10:20 AM 
     Brunner Chapel 
 Few movements in American social and intellectual history have been as influential as the cluster 
of ideas we have to come to call Transcendentalism.  The extraordinary members of this informal move-
ment provided intellectual and moral leadership for many of our important social transformations: aboli-
tion of slavery, equal rights for women, freedom of religious thought and practice, education reform, and 
more. 
 Interestingly, almost all the movement’s members were Unitarian or Universalist: Emerson, Tho-
reau, William Ellery Channing, Theodore Parker, Margaret Fuller, Louisa May Alcott, Nathaniel Haw-
thorne, and Horace Mann, to mention a few. 
 The influence of their ideas continues today in many aspects of our culture, from efforts to pre-
serve large tracts of wild nature to civic disobedience around the world. 
 Join us Sunday mornings as we discuss these important UU’s who literally reshaped Amer-
ica’s social, intellectual, and political thinking. 
 

 Also, beginning in October…. 
 

Ethics and World Religions 
 Discussion/Video Hosted by Jim Davis 
    October 5 (and continuing on each 1st Sunday) 
    9:00 – 10:00 AM 
  Open discussion of contemporary topics, introduced by a short video.  Topics from Pew 
Research, Ethics and Religion Newsweekly, etc. will be used. 
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On September 17,  
we begin our exciting new experiment 
 in worship, learning and community –  

otherwise known as  

Wednesday Nights at First U.Wednesday Nights at First U.Wednesday Nights at First U.Wednesday Nights at First U.  
It has a little something for everyone:   
• At 5:45, come and feed yourself – and your family – with a catered meal from Seasons res-

taurant, at the bargain price of $6 for adults and $4 for children.   
• At 6:30, we have lively, informal worship in the Brunner Chapel, led by one of our minis-

ters, or by someone in our community.   
• Follow this with stimulating discussion for the adults, and programs for children of differ-

ent ages – OWL for fourth - sixth grades, OWL for seventh –ninth grades and Spanish for 
Kindergarten - 3 grades.   

• This spring, we will have the Age of Reason for second and third graders, which celebrates 
our children’s ability to choose for themselves what is true and right.   

• For siblings, and for parents who want a night out with their community, there are home-
work and activities rooms.   

 

Our first theme for worship and discussion is “At Home in Theology,” which  
explores the “big questions” of theology.  We will learn some of the beliefs we hold in common as Unitarian 
Universalists, as well as discuss our own personal experiences and ideas.  After that, we will explore the six 
“sources” of our UU faith that accompany our seven principles.  They are the major influences that shape us 
and include:  personal experiences of the sacred, social justice heroines and heroes, world religions, our Jewish 
and Christian heritage, humanism and science, and earth-centered traditions.   
 

Watch for the {hot pink} flyer coming in your mail –  
and give it a prominent place on your fridge.   

Wednesday nights are an excellent way to ‘refuel’ in the middle of your 
week, connect to your community and explore the spiritual path.  Join us! 
 

Wednesday, September 17:  6:30 p.m. “Bisy Backson” – Rev. Barbara Gadon 
Wednesday, September 24:  6:30 p.m.  “Holy Experience” – Scott Ward 
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Fall Festival — New Date:  November 8 
 
For many decades the Women’s Alliance has sponsored and organized our Fall 
Festival with great success. This event is our major fund-raising 
event and benefits the church in so very many ways.  Most of the 
congregation works for and contributes to this all-church social and 
fund-raising event to be held this year on Saturday, November 8th. 
 

As usual we will have the popular pancake and sausage breakfast and 
shops such as Books, Bakery, Crafts, While Elephant, Jewelry, and the 
Children’s Boutique (new and very successful in ‘07)  We need every-
one’s help.  Now is the time to choose how you wish to participate.  Give 
a couple of hours and enjoy the company!   
 

A question often asked is “Where do the proceeds from the event go?”  
In prior years the Alliance has used the funds to make significant gifts 
to our church, such as office furniture, kitchen equipment, computers, 
furnishings, pledges to the operating budget, and donations to denominational 
groups and local causes, etc.  However, this year, due to the Church’s strained 
budget, the Alliance has chosen to underwrite the entire Children/Youth Religious 

Education budge for programs and expenses.  This makes it all the 
more important that we make an extra effort to make this year’s Fall 
Festival better than ever! 
 

Your questions can be answered by Barbara Marrs (610-388-7103), and Suzanne 
Cornell (610-925-0510) or Mary Collat (302-994-0237). We all look forward to a 
great day! 
 
Submitted by Mary Collat, Women’s Alliance 
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Experience a taste of General Assembly in our own church!  
Wayne B. Clark, director of Congregational Stewardship Services for the UUA, will present a workshop on 

 Beyond Fundraising: A Complete Guide to Congregational Stewardship, at First U Wilmington, September 20, from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  Drawing upon his recently published book, Wayne will present his new and comprehensive stewardship 

development plan.  Teams of lay leaders are encouraged to attend the workshop.   
Lunch included. $16.00 per person or $13.00 per person for teams of 3 or more.   

More details available on the JPD website, jpd@uua.org, or from Joan Priest at joan.priest@rhodes-alumni.net.   

Stewardship Workshop at First U on Sept 20 

Leadership Workshop 

Building Effective Leadership in Your Congregation 
River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation — 6301 River Road, Bethesda, MD 20817  — 301-229-0400   www.rruuc.org 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 
1:00 – 5:00 p.m.  — $15.00 per person  

Full Fair Share Congregations receive discount of $3.00 per registrant.   
Go to www.jpduua.org to find your congregation’s status. 

 

Registration Deadline is September 22, 2008 
(Call Karen in the First UU office for more detailed information and a registration form.) 

Come one! Come All! 

Ingathering Sunday! 
September 7, 2008 

Worship Service at 10:30 

led by Rev. Joshua Snyder and Rev. Barbara Gadon 
 

A sermon by the Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder! 
Great special music, too. 

 

Then after the service: 

An all-Church Picnic! 

Please bring food to share 
(Last names beginning with A - K please bring salads. 

 L - Z please bring sandwiches) 

 

During the picnic you can register for Children’s Religious Education classes. 

There will games for the young and young at heart. 

And don’t forget -- Ice Cream! 
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Board Planks  

W e hope the lazy, hazy days of August have been relaxing and 
rewarding ones for you. While hopefully you’ve had time to 
travel or just lounge poolside (or oceanside, or lakeside) with a 

cold one, your board has been busy getting ready for the new church year, 
and we couldn’t be more excited!  During the month we had a meaningful 
leadership retreat, and are gearing up for goal reviews – read on!  

Report from the Leadership RetreatReport from the Leadership RetreatReport from the Leadership RetreatReport from the Leadership Retreat    
We started off the month with a leadership retreat, where the Board and Ex-
ecutive Team (including Rev. Josh) had two days together, getting to know 
each other and brainstorming about the future of First U.  
We came away with two goals for the coming year that we’re really excited 
about, and about which you’ll be hearing more. They are: 

1) “Be the Change” 
 We all experience the holy in our everyday lives and at memorable 
times, but we tend to get so caught up in the daily routine of life that 
we don’t notice. What if we were truly intentional about experienc-
ing the holy in every day? Let’s “be the change” we advocate as 
UUs and develop personal spiritual practices. Think of the possibili-
ties – heightened awareness, putting values into practice, and being 
more connected to one another. 

2) “Take a Stand” 
 What would it mean to be truly BOLD? To be the “edgy” religion 

we are meant to be? A  congregation that was active and influential 
in the community – in interfaith networks, in partnerships with other 
liberal organizations, engaging across differences while finding com-
monalities, and yes, shouting our values to all the world! What if we 
were the center for religious learning in our community? Leading 
important change initiatives and being an influential voice for justice 
in the state and beyond? Where is our passion? What stand will we 
take together – across the generations – as a congregation?  

Achieving our Goals Achieving our Goals Achieving our Goals Achieving our Goals –––– How are we doing? How are we doing? How are we doing? How are we doing?    
As you know, the Board is a visioning group, and one of our main responsi-
bilities is to routinely review our progress toward the long-term goals (or 
Ends) we set for ourselves as a church. This year we will be making sure to 
review these monthly, and will be looking to you for feedback.  
•In August we looked at End #5 – Growth, and solicited input from mem-

bers on how we are doing toward various growth – in 
our church, in our community, and in the world. 
In September we will be looking at End #4 – Social 
Justice and the Environment. Come join us at our 
monthly Chat with the Board after the service on Sep-
tember 21st (always the 3rd Sunday of the month). We’ll 
have some stimulating, thought-provoking questions 

for you to ponder. 

Celebrate Russ! 

Celebrate former Governor 

 Russell W. Peterson 
on his 92nd birthday 
as we honor his life and legacies 

 

Russ has given his life to serving  
our community.  He is a: 

• Leader of Justice 

• Champion of the Environment 

• Exemplary UU 

 

Join in on the celebration 

Tuesday, October 7, 2008 

at the  

Chase Center at the 
Riverfront 

Wilmington, Delaware 
 

Reception 11:30 a.m.Reception 11:30 a.m.Reception 11:30 a.m.Reception 11:30 a.m.    

Luncheon 12:00 Luncheon 12:00 Luncheon 12:00 Luncheon 12:00 –––– 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m.    
  

 The 2008 Legacy Luncheon 
will launch a campaign to endow 
two funds established by Russ and 
June Peterson with the intent of con-
tinuing in perpetuity Russ’s leader-
ship in environmental education and 
socioeconomic justice—in Delaware 
and beyond.         

Tickets for this event are $75 per Tickets for this event are $75 per Tickets for this event are $75 per Tickets for this event are $75 per 
person. For reservations and more person. For reservations and more person. For reservations and more person. For reservations and more 
informationinformationinformationinformation, contact: 

 LegacyLuncheon@aol.com, or call 
Cathy Klocko at (302) 547-0476.   

Chat with the Board on September 21, 2008 
     Join the Board after the church service on Sunday, September 21, for 

a discussion with the Board.  Meet in the Sanctuary after the Service.    
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Social Justice at First Unitarian 

You can make a difference! 
ILYA volunteers send “care packages” to college students who don’t have families to sup-
port and encourage them. As many as 20 former foster care youth will be in college this 
year, and ILYA is looking for volunteers to send gifts of small items, snacks 
and a personal note at holidays and periodically throughout the year. Contact 

Betty Wier at 302-475-6751; bwier@udel.edu or stop by the ILYA table in the Parish Hall 
after Sunday services. 

ILYA Needs College Contact Volunteers 

F irst U’s Social Justice Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social justice.” Join representatives of ini-
tiatives below for monthly meetings at First U on the second Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Information to share? Next 
Quest deadline is September 15. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com 

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) 

• C3SA will be having its next meeting at 7:30 PM in Room 29 on Tuesday, September 9 and hearing reports on what is 
going on in several churches in the area to conserve energy, protect the environment, and work for a clean 
energy future.  All are welcome. Contact Chad Tolman: chadtolman@verizon.net  

• C3SA was featured for its interfaith leadership on climate change in a publication by the national Sierra 
Club, titled, Faith in Action: Communities of Faith Bring Hope for the Planet.  It can be found on the web at: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/partnerships/faith/report2008/report2008.pdf 

 

Delaware Women’s AVP Re-Entry Program 
• The Delaware Women’s Alternatives to Violence Re-Entry Program trains mentors for women inmates being released 

from prison. Contact Maggie Duffy at 610-358-5587 or mdu @verizon.net.  
 

Emmanuel Dining Room 
• Emmanuel Dining Room provides free lunch to those in need. First U helps with cash, food and volunteers on the 20th of 

each month. Contact David Weiss: david.weiss@state.de.us 
 

Green Sanctuary Task Force 
• First U's work toward Green Sanctuary accreditation, through UU Ministry for Earth, will bring environmental conscious-

ness into the life of our congregation. An assessment of current practices is underway, including an energy audit of our 
church, and there are now bins in common areas in the building for recyclable items that are used at church. The next 
Green Sanctuary meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 9, at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome. Contact Bill Johnson, billj15@verizon.net 

 

UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) 
• The genocidal war in western Sudan's Darfur region has raged for five years. Over 300,000 Darfurians have been killed, 

and the Sudanese military and the Janjaweed militia have forced over 2.5 million to flee their villages. Since 2004, UUSC 
has worked to support a viable peace process to end the conflict. 

• UUSC also seeks to weave a web of protection for women and girls in Darfur, improving livelihoods and leadership skills, 
as well as providing human-rights training, coordinating humanitarian aid agencies and improving security. Contact Doyle 
Dobbins: D.Dobbins@verizon.net  

 

Welcoming Congregation 
• The Welcoming Congregation Working Group meets regularly at First Unitarian. Contact Kelly Green at green-

hoops@comcast.net  
 
ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults) 
• ILYA is an all-church service project, providing support for young adults aging out of the foster care system. We work 

with non-profit agencies that teach independent living skills to foster children and those recently aged out, at 18, who are 
left to face life’s challenges alone. 
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Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 
Social Concerns - Helen Foss                  Membership - Ruth Mette 
Programs - Rev. Gadon Board of Trustees & Personnel - Rev. Snyder 
Administration, Finances, Facilities & Communications  Steve Cohen       Treasurer         

This QUEST covers September 1 to 30, 2008.  The next QUEST newsletter will cover events from October 1 to 31, 2008.   
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  

  Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month. 
Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also 

be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions  
via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office. 

Nancy Pinson   President 

Cindy Cohen            Trustee 

Phil Dowd           Trustee 

Pam Finkelman         Trustee 

George Huhn            Trustee 

Marilyn Hyte  Trustee 

Jeff Lott           Trustee 

Barry Marrs         Vice President 

David Weiss        Trustee   

Reverend Dr. Joshua Snyder  Senior Minister 
  Josh@firstuuwilm.org 
Reverend Barbara Gadon Minister of Adult Programs and Pastoral Care
  Barbara@firstuuwilm.org 
Catherine Williamson Director of Religious Exploration 
  Catherine@firstuuwilm.org 
Scott Ward Honorary  Minister of Music 
  iamscottw@aol.com 
Marina VanRenssen Business Manager 
  Marina@firstuuwilm.org 
Fran Grubb Administrative Assistant 
  Fran@firstuuwilm.org 
Karen Rockhold Program Administrator 
  Karen@firstuuwilm.org 
Terry Walls Building Supervisor 
  Terry@firstuuwilm.org 
Susan Madison Acting Membership Coordinator 
  Susan@firstuuwilm.org 
William Taggart Evening Custodian 
 

Reverend Dr. Robert Doss Minister Emeritus 

Church Staff Board of Trustees 

Non-Board Officer 
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First Unitarian Church 

730 Halstead Road 

Sharpley 

Wilmington, Delaware 19803 

Phone:  302-478-2384   

Fax:  302-478-2622  

Web:  FirstUUWilm.org 

September 2008September 2008September 2008September 2008    

 

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;  
Children’s Religious Education starts at 10:45  
and childcare is available from 9:00  to 11:50 

 (Air Conditioned) 


