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   This month we perform one of the most important duties of a free so-
ciety: we vote.  All elections are important because they are the direct 
expression of our democratic principles, but this election is particularly 
so.  There are crucial decisions to be made: a war hero or the first Afri-
can American President in history.  All of this amidst a growing fear 

and anxiety around our economic future. 

      I remember very clearly the first election in which I was able to 
vote.  I also remember the last election in which I was too young to 
vote.  I was in high school of course and had really just begun to be-
come aware of events in the nation and the world.  So I was informed 
enough to have a strong opinion about who I wanted to see become 
President, but I was too young to actually do any voting.  This turned 
out to be an election in which the person I was rooting for (since that 
was all I was able to do then) did not win.  I remember how depressed 
and disempowered I felt.  Of course my vote would not have swung the 
election that year, but it was less about the process and more the prac-
tice of casting a vote that I had missed.  I did not have a say in how 

things turned out—even a small say. 

 In the first election in which I voted, my candidate won (I will 
leave it to you to figure out who that was!)  The experiences were night 
and day.  Not because “my guy” won necessarily, but because I felt like 
a part of a larger process.  I had the chance to live out the dreams and 

visions of the founding fathers, and that was important to me. 

 It still is; despite these recent years of bitter political divide.  I 
was so proud to be a part of First Unitarian Church’s candidate’s forum 
last month.  It was an excellent example of the democratic concern of 
Unitarian Universalism.  The mission of the Unitarian Universalist 
church is not to be a distraction from the culture around us, but rather to 
help us fully engage that culture as informed, compassionate, and spiri-
tual people.  It is through this engagement that we are able to address 
evil in all its forms, and to “live out our UU values in the world every-

day” as our Unison Affirmation says. 

 Whoever becomes our new President or other elected officials, 
they will be facing difficult times.  May they have the wisdom to follow 
the twin values of wisdom and compassion in their governance.  And 
may we be blessed with a world transformed by people unafraid to be 

empowered to make their voices heard.  I know I will. 

   May You Be Blessed Always, 

    Rev. Josh Snyder 

Sunday, November 2: Rev. B. H. Gadon — 
"For All the Saints"  All Saints Day was created 
in response to Halloween, the time where the 
boundary between the living and the dead is said 
to be "thin".  In the Christian tradition, it has also 
become a chance to honor people (usually dead) 
who seem to have surpassed normal human be-
ings in their goodness.  Outside the Catholic 
church, we have developed a wary eye toward 
saints and the idea of saintliness.  Do Unitarian 

Universalists have saints?  Come find out! 

Sunday, November 9: Rev. Dr. Snyder — 
“Democracy in America” Alexis de Tocqueville 
wrote his perennial book observing American 
democracy in the 19th century.  This week we 
celebrate the continuation of that democratic faith 
by electing a new President and other leaders.  
But the real work of our democracy begins after 
the election is over.  What is the next thing we do 

after we have left the ballot box? 

Sunday, November 16: Rev. Dr. Snyder — 
“Onward and Upward Forever” At the end of 
the nineteenth century, Unitarian thinkers, enam-
ored with the possibilities of evolution, were con-
fident that the future would grow continuously 
bright.  Is this optimism well-founded or naïve?  
Is it possible to recapture some of that confident 
spirit of improvement in these anxious days?  
Come to hear if human evolution has run into a 

cul-de-sac. 

Sunday, November 23: Rev. Dr. Snyder —  
“The Practice of Gratitude” Thanksgiving is the 
only holiday in the world focused on gratitude as 
a spiritual practice.  This year with so many 
changes and transitions it is good to pause and 
reflect on the things that provide us stability and 
comfort.  How do we look beyond the innumer-
able things that we want or wish we had, and ap-
preciate the people and things that make life so 

abundant? 

Sunday, November 30: Rev. B. H. Gadon — 
"An Uneasy Patience" Patience is neither ap-
pealing nor sexy to most of us.  It is, however, 
considered an important discipline in both Bud-
dhism and Christianity, as well as simply useful 
in life.  Rev. Barbara will explore ways the great 
traditions help us with this, as well as insights 

from everyday folk.  

November 2008November 2008November 2008November 2008    

Josh’s Journal  Upcoming Services 

 

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;   
Children’s Religious Education  starts at 10:45  

Childcare is available from 9:00  to 11:50 
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     I was listening to NPR the other day, and heard the news that Britain was lead-
ing the international community in infusing massive amounts of capital into their 
banks.  (“And the market respondeth with a loud hosanna!”)  America, they said, 
was very likely to follow suit.  I thought, Finally.  Finally, we are seeing real mean-
ing in our president’s statement that we are all in this together.  Finally, we are liv-
ing up to our moral obligation as a world leader, and taking responsibility for the 
mess that our reckless real estate lending practices have created for the rest of the 
world…  Then they said that we were likely to do this because we were afraid that 
Americans would start putting their money into foreign banks.  Well. You know 
that sound you hear when you’re driving and blow a tire?  It sounded like that in my 
head.  Fear and money are still in charge, it seems.  
     As Americans we are feeling pushed more and more to live in survival mode, to 
feel consumed with worry about our own future.  It takes a lot to live other-
wise.  We need help to do it.  I was delighted for the opportunity to recognize for-
mer Gov. Russell Peterson, someone who at 92, still has remarkable power to in-
spire us to find hope and meaning in service.   
     Many of you were inspired by his Declaration of Interdependence, which he 
shared with us (from memory) at his birthday party after worship.  It was written in 
1973 for the Audubon Adventure Club for young people.  It is my pleasure to share 
it with you.   

We the people of planet earth 
With respect for the dignity of each human life, 
With concern for future generations, 
With growing appreciation of our relationship to our environment, 
With recognition of the limits to our resources, 
And with need for adequate food, air, water, shelter, health, protection, 
justice and self-fulfillment, 
Hereby declare our interdependence; 
And resolve to work together for peace 
And in harmony with our environment 
To enhance the quality of life everywhere. 

We need these words!  Clip them out and put them on your fridge.  Put them in 
your wallet or your planner.  Talk about them with your family.  And when you 

vote this month, choose those who will help us put them into action.   

             In Faith, Rev. Barbara 

Leap of Faith 

Wednesday Nights at First U.  Wednesday Nights at First U.  Wednesday Nights at First U.  Wednesday Nights at First U.  We’ve got  a little something for everyone:   

• At 5:45, come and feed yourself – and your family – with a catered meal from Seasons restaurant, at the bargain price of $6 for 

adults and $4 for children.   

• At 6:30, we have lively, informal worship in the Brunner Chapel, led by one of our ministers, or by someone in our community.   

• Follow this with stimulating discussion for the adults, and programs for children of different ages – OWL (Our Whole Lives) for 

fourth - sixth grades, OWL for seventh –ninth grades and Spanish for Kindergarten - 3 grades.   

• This spring, we will have the Age of Reason for second and third graders, which celebrates our children’s ability to choose for 

themselves what is true and right.   

• For siblings, and for parents who want a night out with their community, there are homework and activities rooms.   

Join us each week, Join us each week, Join us each week, Join us each week, as we share a meal, worship, and have in-depth discussions about spiritual issues.  Dinner 

starts at 5:45, worship at 6:30, and discussion at 7:00.  This month: 

Wednesday, November 5:Wednesday, November 5:Wednesday, November 5:Wednesday, November 5:                “Pneumatology: Just What IS the Spirit of Life?”  Rev. Barbara leads worship, followed 

by discussion.  This concludes our “At Home in Theology” series. 

Wednesday, November 12:Wednesday, November 12:Wednesday, November 12:Wednesday, November 12: “Transcending Mystery and Wonder” Led by Scott Ward, followed by discussion of Eckhart Tolle 

Wednesday, November 15:Wednesday, November 15:Wednesday, November 15:Wednesday, November 15:    “Building a House: Looking out the Windows:  Relating to the Outside World”  Rev. Gadon 

Wednesday, November 19:Wednesday, November 19:Wednesday, November 19:Wednesday, November 19:    “Transcending Mystery and Wonder”  Led by Rev. Barbara, followed by discussion of Eckhart Tolle 

Wednesday, November 26: Wednesday, November 26: Wednesday, November 26: Wednesday, November 26: THANKSGIVING BREAK 

     Looking for a way to meet others in 
the church and engage in meaningful 
discussions?  Join a small group!  We 
have three groups, on one Thursday 
afternoon each month at 1:00, two 
Sunday mornings each month from 9-
10:15, and two Thursday evenings 
each month from 7-8:30 p.m.  Call or 
write to Rev. Barbara with questions – 

barbara@firstuuwilm.org. 

       If you think you’ve missed the op-
portunity to sign up for our trip to the 
Holy Land, you haven’t!  We have ex-
tended the deadline to the end of this 
month.   
       The basics:  It costs $3216 for air-
fare to Jordan and major land costs.  We 
leave March 22 and return April 4, and 
will go to Jordan, Israel and Palestine.  
Our tour organizers are based in Bethle-
hem (Palestine) and will involve us in 
discussions with peace organizations, 
interfaith groups, and visiting holy sites 
important to the three major religions.  
We will be joined by Unitarian Univer-
salists from other churches, and by like-
minded friends of our members.  
       Come along.  Invite your friends.  
Write to Rev. Barbara with any ques-
tions: barbara@firstuuwilm.org.   

Holy Land Trip 

Deadline Extended 

Small Group Openings 
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RE ~ Marks…On Social Action and U and U 

        Recently I have been approached by a number of people interested in 
discussing community service and ways children and families can be in-

volved.  They ask questions such as: 

How do we teach our children the importance of community service? 

How can First Unitarian Church help my children and my family find 

ways to participate in community service? 

        At times parents are frustrated because most charity organizations 
have a minimum age requirement for participation.  There are ways we can 

teach our children how to be of service though. 

       First, consider what you and your family already do.  Serving on the 
PTA, coaching soccer, serving on a church committee, participating in your 
civic association are all a type of service to the community.  Your children 
also are involved at First U in community service.  The Youth Group par-
ticipates in the AIDS Walk every year and cleans Center Meeting Road 

each fall.  The Jr. Youth Group helped clean up Brandywine Creek 
State Park in October.  Children in Kindergarten – Eighth 
grades will make and sell soup in February, donating all pro-
ceeds to the Emmanuel Dining Room.  Children participating 
in First U’s CYRE program will also make and sell holiday 

ornaments and homemade dog biscuits.  All proceeds will be donated to the 
Emmanuel Dining Room and the DE Humane Society.  Don’t forget that 
parents are encouraged to volunteer in CYRE with the added bonus of 

working with their child on a community service project! 

       There are many ways you can teach UU values and perform commu-
nity service at home as well.  Teach your child about money management.  
Set up 3 containers labeled Spend, Save, and Share for each child.  Have 
your child deposit allowance and monetary gifts into the 3 containers.  
Your child gets to decide which organization to donate the 
Share money to once it reaches a specific amount.  Follow 
your child’s passion!  Caroline Granger’s family recently 
adopted a dog from the SPCA.  Caroline felt a strong desire 
to aid all the animals she could not bring home.  She earned 
money selling lemonade and donated the proceeds to her local SPCA.  
Consider certifying your yard as a Back Yard Habitat.  Check out:  http://

www.delawarenaturesociety.org/bwh.html for more information. 

       Take this a step further, and work with your child to get First U or their 
school yard certified as a Back Yard Habitat!  Participate in the Christina 
River, Brandywine River, or Red Clay River Clean Up Day.  Find out 
about and participate in the Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count at:    
http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/.  Don’t just do the activity though!  
Connect the community service to your faith.  Have a discussion with your 
child about how these activities are ways in which your family lives out 

their religious beliefs. 

       At First Unitarian Church we are committed to becoming a community 
of people with a passion for social justice and the environment.  Charlotte 
Grabau is helping us achieve this important goal by serving on both the 
Social Action Committee and CYRE Committee.  If you have any ideas or 
questions about Social Action and CYRE please speak with Charlotte, 

Catherine or any of our CYRE Committee members. 

 Catherine C. Williamson, D.R.E. 

Children &Youth Religious Exploration (CYRE) 

Alternative Gift Giving Fair 

The winter holidays are approaching. 
Are you looking for original gifts 

 which also provide a service 
 to the community? 

 

Shop at the Alternative Gift Giving Fair this 
December in Parish Hall! 

 

Emmanuel Dining Room –  
UU themed ornaments 

 

DE Humane Society –  
Home made dog biscuits 

 

Heifer Project –  
Bees, Chickens, Cows and More 

 

YWCA Home Life Management - 
House Pins 

 

 RE ~ Minders 

• Sunday, November 2 at 9:30 am Youth 

Group Parent Meeting Room 26 

• Friday, December 6 at 6:00 pm First U 

Winter Holiday Celebration in Parish Hall 

• Sunday, December 7 following the worship 
service Alternative Gift Giving and Youth 

Group Bake Sale 

• Sunday, December 21 Intergenerational 
Worship Service.  Childcare available for 

nursery and preschool aged children. 

RE ~ Minders 

      “Saving Jesus!”  You might wonder why 
Jesus would need saving – isn’t it supposed to 
be the other way around – isn’t he supposed to 
“save” us?  Well, you’re talking about the UU 
Christians, who see things in a totally different 
way.  We think Jesus does need saving – from 
the fundamentalists and from outdated theology 
that is divorced from modern science.  Join us 
the first Thursday evening of the month for a 
liberal take on Christianity within the Unitarian 
Universalist tradition.  We will share commun-
ion and discuss the DVD “Saving Jesus”, 
which features interviews with some of the 
most compelling minds in liberal Christian 

thought today.  

Gifts for Everyone 

UU Christians 
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Notes from Scott:  Office Ministration 

The Wister Quartet will be at our church 

for a concert in tribute of Phyllis Wynn. Mark 
your calendars for an exciting event! On 

Sunday November 16, at 7:30 PM.  

Since its formation in 1987, the Wister 
Quartet has earned high praise from critics and audi-
ences alike for its superb musicianship and memora-
ble performances, including those with guest artists 
Alicia de Larrocha, Wolfgang Sawallisch, and Yo-
Yo Ma. The Philadelphia-based Quartet has been in 
residence at Haverford College and has performed 
throughout the Eastern United States including con-
certs at Haverford, Swarthmore, Gettysburg, Ursi-
nus, and Gloucester County (NJ) Colleges. The Wis-
ter Quartet appears frequently on established series 
such as those presented by The Chamber Music So-
ciety of Bethlehem, the Laurel Hill Concerts by 
Candlelight in the historic Philadelphia mansion of 
that name in Fairmount Park, the Glencairn Mu-
seum, and the Islip Arts Council. Since its earliest 
days, the Wister Quartet has been featured on the 
Philadelphia Orchestra's Chamber Music Series, and 
since 1991 in performances on the Lenape Chamber 
Players Summer Festivals and at the Saratoga Per-

forming Arts Center chamber series. 

And best of all, due to a generous grant, the 

tickets are only $8.00!  

Also in November - the choir is rehearsing 
music for Big Music Sunday, December 21. We will 
be doing a concert version of “Amahl and the Night 
Visitors.” If you are interested in singing for Big 

Music Sunday, please contact me. 

Also most important in November, is our 
Counterpoint drive, which makes these musical 

events possible. There will be a table in the Parish 
hall to join Counterpoint, October 26, November 2, 
and November 9, or simply mail your contribution 

to the church. 

  Scott Ward, 

  Honorary Minister of Music   

How can you give thanks this year?  
       First Unitarian Church relies heavily on a seasonal in-

crease in contributions during the holiday season. Tra-
ditionally, people choose to make additional donations to the church 
during the weeks between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Eve. 
These contributions help support the work of the church now and 
throughout the year. During this season, please consider demon-
strating appreciation for your own good fortune or good health by 
making an additional contribution, or, if you haven't done so al-
ready, by making a pledge to our operating fund.  
        First Unitarian Church offers congregation members a conven-
ient electronic giving option for making donations. Forms are avail-
able in the church office, or you may also choose to go to our web-
site, www.firstuuwilm.org and execute your authorization through a 
secure, on line form. Just click on the Electronic Giving link on the 
right side of our home page.  
      Thank you, and thanks for being part of our community! 

   Taking care of business, 

       Marina 

T 
he Executive Team at First Unitarian Church of Wilming-
ton would like to thank the following volunteers for their 
contributions of their precious time and talent in service to 

our church: 

Maggie Duffy for being the all-time money taker for Wednesday 

Night dinners. 

Steve Marek for being the go-to guy for clean up on Wednesday 

Nights. 

Suzanne Perry for volunteering to be the co-chair for this year’s 

auction. 

Glen Barbaras and Peggy Rawheiser for their assiduous work 
doing archeology with forgotten designated funds so that the Fi-

nance Team could work more efficiently. 

Bill Flack for working with the church office on an internal audit. 

Lynn Ingersoll and Beverley Baxter for their leadership in put-

ting together the Candidate’s Forum last month. 

Helen Foss, Lynn Ingersoll, June Peterson, and Lani Zlupko, 
for organizing the lunch celebrating Gov. Russ Peterson’s 92nd 

birthday! 

Marian Sargeant, Suzie Cornell, Bella Gier, Shirley Peters and 

Miriam Priest-Benedict for coordinating the reception for Gover-

nor Peterson after worship on October 12th. 

Gov. Russ Peterson for being such a great sport! 

 If you know someone we have unintentionally left out 
who volunteers for the church, someone who goes above and be-
yond, please let us know.  We would love the chance to say 

“Thank You!”   Namaste from your Executive Team, 

Rev. Josh Snyder, Rev. Barbara Gadon,  
Helen Foss, and Ruth Mette 

 

On Sunday, October 19, we welcomed four new 
members!  Please seek out, befriend and warmly wel-

come our newest members:  

Terry Ramsey and Mark Warren 

Melissa and Ed Sugzdinis 

 

New Members 

The Executive Team Thanks You! 
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Saturday, November 8, 8am to 1pm 
     This year's proceeds underwrite the Children & Youth Reli-
gious Exploration program - make plans to help, do-
nate goods and attend!   The Pancake & Sausage 

breakfast (7:30-11:30) is not to be missed - delicious! 

     A wide variety of items are needed for the shops - 
your donations of gently used items and yummy homemade good-
ies will ensure our success!  Many hands are necessary to pull off 
this event, and volunteers are needed the day before, during and 
after the event.  This is a fun event and a great way to meet people, 
so if you are available for a few hours please come out and lend a 
hand.  (If you help setup the night before, you get to shop early!) 
Donations of plants, baked goods, and resale items will be re-
ceived the day before (Nov. 7)  Books will be accepted on No-
vember 6.  Children’s boutique items are already being accepted 

on Sunday’s and Wednesdays.   

    Call or email the contacts below with your offers of help and 

your donations.  Thanks for your support! 

Children's Boutique: Amy Gunderson - Amyg@del.net or 479-7826        

White Elephant, Household Goods, Antiques, & Collectibles: 

Donna VanName - donnavanname@comcast.net or 792-9141 
Bakery & Gourmet Goodies: Mary Collat - 994-0237 
Books, Music, DVDs: Paul McGhee - 479-7826 or hahare-
medy@del.net  
Jewelry: Florence DeRosa - fdr16@juno.com or 421-8385 
Crafts: Jackie Gellens - jgellens@aol.com or 764-0275 
Plants:  Suzy Cornell - suzcornell@verizon.net or 610/925-0510 
Pancake Breakfast:  Maggie Duffy (kitchen) - mdu@verizon.net or 
610/358-5587   
Marge Stitz (dining room) - marge@stenciledinteriors.com  
or 478-1949 

General Questions 

Mary Collat 302/994-0237 
Suzy Cornell suzcornell@verizon.net or 610/925-0510 
Barbara Marrs bmarrs@comcast.net or 610/388-7103 

House pins will be available at Fall Festival 
on November 8. Pin sales benefit the YWCA Home 
Life Management Program, which provides transi-
tional housing for homeless women and their children. 
We purchase the pins for $7.50 each, sell them for 
$15.00 each, and donate the other $7.50 to the YWCA. 
Since 1997, we have donated $16,000 to the YWCA, 

just from pin sales!  

With each pin, you will receive a card ex-
plaining where the money goes. Several types of pins 
will be available, including Christmas pins, house pins, 
inspiration pins, and women pins. Plan to buy several 

pins; they make great gifts for teachers and 

family members! 

  Submitted by: Bev Bach 

When an adult has a sudden cardiac arrest, his 
or her survival depends greatly on immedi-
ately getting CPR from someone nearby.  
Unfortunately, less than 1/3 of the people 
who experience a cardiac arrest at home, at 
work, or in public place (like church) get 

that help, often because we bystanders are worried that 
we might do something wrong and make things worse. 
 In response to that statistic and to the many 
fears about when and how to use CPR, the Membership 
Office will sponsor an American Heart Association Cer-
tified CPR training on Monday, Nov 19th.  Church 
member Pete Small, a paramedic with the New Castle 
County Dept of Public Safety, will instruct us in adult 
and child CPR, use of an AED (automatic exterior defi-
brillator), and the proper response to choking. 
 The class will begin in the Parish Hall at 
9:30a.m. and last about 2 ½ hours; there is no cost.  
Class reservations are limited and will be taken on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  By increasing the number 
of people who know about CPR, we will increase the 
chance that we can and will help when an adult or a 
child suddenly collapses.  Join us…..sign up now by 
calling the church office at 478-2384.   

“Hands-Only” CPR Training 

House Pins 

       We offer deepest sympathy to Eric Jacobson for the death of 
Elaine Stotko, October 16.  After a year-long struggle, Elaine died 
of brain cancer.  She died peacefully, with Eric by her side.  There 
will be a memorial service held in Baltimore, led by Frank Murray 
with music from Scott Ward and our choir.  Cards of condolence 
may be sent to Eric at 10400 Swift Stream Place, Apt. 106, Co-
lumbia, MD 21044.  In lieu of flowers, she has asked for donations 
to be given to music at First Unitarian Church.  Elaine was a vital 

member of our congregation, and will be truly missed. 

       We give condolences to Mike and Maria McCabe, for the loss 
of Mike’s sister, Julie, on October 9; she died in an automobile 
accident.  A memorial service has been held on Tuesday this 

week.  Cards welcome. 

       Members who have been ill recently remain in our thoughts 
and prayers and good wishes.  They include Janet Yorkston, Anne 

LaSalle, Marilyn Hyte, and Anne Smock. 

Caring and Sharing 

Fall Festival!  

This year we will continue our tradition of decorating 
our Sanctuary with red poinsettias. The 6 ½” pots will 
be on display from Dec. 14th through Dec. 28th.  
       Forms for orders are available in the church office 
and are due before Dec. 14th. The names of the donors 
will be listed in the Order of Services for 
Dec. 14th, 21st, and 28th.   Donations are 
$11 per plant or 3/$30.00. Please contact 
the church office at 478-2384 if you have 
any questions.  Checks are payable to the church, 
please put ‘poinsettias’ in your memo line. 

Poinsettias 
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Board Planks  

LONG RANGE PLANNING – WHAT’S DIFFERENT THIS TIME? 

This fall we established the need for a Long Range Planning Commit-
tee, and the process has begun. But what makes this long range plan-
ning process different than the ones we have had in the past? The way 

we are going about it, the content, and the implementation will be different. 

Process: Three open sessions with the congregation were held in October on 
“Why do long range planning?”, where we described what the process might 

look like. We heard loud and clear that we need to take a different approach.  

We already have a wealth of information from the congregation regarding the 
Capital Campaign, Ministerial Search, Mission workshops, and Covenant of 
Right Relations. Rather than survey the congregation again, a small group will 
be working with this information, and bring it to the congregation for conver-
sation. There will be regular communication and ongoing opportunities for 
everyone to be involved. For more information contact Marie Oakberg, who is 

heading up the committee. 

Content: We will develop a clear focus on who we are and what we want to 
accomplish at First U. Key themes are to grow spiritually and to take action to 

help others. Plans will be focused, and implementation steps mapped out. 

Implementation: The plan will be implemented by the Executive Team with 
Board oversight. This plan will enable us to focus our energy in ways that best 

meet our mission as a church. 

THIS MONTH’S REFLECTION …  

End #2 – A Community of Spiritual Seekers, where members and guests 

of all ages respect diverse individual spiritual journeys and experience 
meaningful spiritual enrichment through varied forms of worship to-

gether in a safe, inspiring environment. 

• Is this a priority for the church? How does it rate compared to our other 
End statements? (All of our Ends are listed under “Board Policies” in the 
Members section of our Web site.) 

• What does it say to you about our church? 

• How do you think we’re doing on a scale of 1 to 10 (where 1 is Poor and 
10 is Excellent) in reaching this goal? 
What evidence do you see of us working toward this goal? 
 
Feel free to email us at theboard@firstuuwilm.org with your thoughts, or join 
us at our monthly Chat with the Leadership after the service on November 
16th (always the 3rd Sunday of the month). 

Due to the latest world financial situation, 
we want to assure you our church finan-
cial assets are in good shape.  Over 75% 
of our assets are in safe funds, including 
treasury-backed accounts, money markets 
and our Operating checking accounts. The 
Capital Campaign funds you donated are 
safe, and there has been no reduction in 
value since the time that the money was 

donated.   

The one area of our financial assets that is 
invested in equities is the Heritage fund, 
which is designed to be a very long-term 
investment.  It is currently invested with 
Smith Barney (part of Citicorp) in a vari-
ety of mutual funds and other invest-

ments. 

The Finance team, ably led by Anna 
Hamilton, has created a new Investment 
Policy which was adopted by the Execu-
tive Team and Board in mid-September 
and will be implemented opportunisti-
cally.  Under the new policy, the Heritage 
funds will be invested in equities between 
60% and 70%, fixed Income between 
20% and 40%, and CDs or money mar-

kets between 5% and 20%. 

Just thought you should know. If you 
have questions, feel free to contact me or 
our Business Manager, Marina Van-
Renssen.   Steve 

Cohen, Treasurer  

All Is Well 
State of our Church Financials  

November 2008 Special Offering –  
Central Asia Institute 

 

Many of us have read and been inspired 
by Greg Mortenson’s book, Three Cups 
of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote 

Peace, One School at a Time.   Central 
Asia Institute is the non-profit Morten-
son created as the result of his work to 
promote and support community-based 
education, especially for girls, in remote 
regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan.  
This is an opportunity to support this 
important work that many say is making 
a greater impact than our military inter-
vention. 
 
Helen K. Foss 

Executive Team liaison to Social Justice  

  Start Up Weekend Start Up Weekend Start Up Weekend Start Up Weekend is a tradition when a new minister comes to a 

new church.  The purpose of Start Up Weekend is to have an open and honest 
conversation with the new minister about your expectations, hopes, fears, and 
ideas for what this new ministry will be.  It also gives you the chance to hear 
from Rev. Josh and Rev. Barbara on the same topics.  We are in the process 

of arranging for a facilitator, so be sure to be alert to future announcements.   

—Friday, November 21 from 7:00 PM until 9:00 PM will be open to the en-

tire congregation.  We will have a potluck dinner and a facilitated discussion. 

—Saturday, November 22 will be for the ministers and other church leaders 
to have a more detailed conversation on the nature of our church governance.  

Please plan to join us!  Mark your calendars for November 21 & 22.  
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Social Justice at First Unitarian 

F 
irst U’s Social Justice Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social justice.” Join representatives of initiatives 
below for monthly meetings at First U on the second Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Information to share? Next Quest deadline is 
November 15. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com 

 
 

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) — The C3SA monthly electronic newsletter, Climate Change News, with 
the latest on energy and climate change science and policy, is posted monthly on the web by the UU Ministry for Earth, at: http://
uuministryforearth.org/res_warming.htm  Look for Climate Change News from Chad Tolman 
At the 11th hour, at the close of the legislative session, Congress renewed the federal Production Tax Credit (PTC, a tax credit of 

about 2¢/kWh), which would otherwise have expired this year, wreaking havoc with fledgling U.S. renewable energy industries. 
Delawareans, please call Mike Castle to thank him for voting for the bill, and urge him to vote next year for a new bill that in-
creases the extension from one year to at least five. His Wilmington phone is 302-428-1902. 

C3SA will meet November 11 at 7:30 pm in Room 29. Contact Chad Tolman: ctolman@udel.edu 
 

Children and Youth for Social Justice — We welcome our Children and Youth Religious Education (CYRE) participants to the 
Social Justice corner of Quest. This admirable group of young people is marking the start of this church year with a variety of activi-
ties for different ages, all with a focus on social justice.   
As we go to press in mid-October, for example, the Youth Group is doing a trash clean up of Center Meeting Road, and the Jr. Youth 

Group is working in the Brandywine Creek State Park. 
Be sure to read Catherine's REmarks page for Holiday Gift Giving Opportunities in early December. For more on CYRE social jus-

tice activities, contact Charlotte Grabeau: charlotteg.r@comcast.net  
 

Green Sanctuary Task Force  —  All are welcome to attend. Contact Bill Johnson, billj15@verizon.net  
 

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults)  — It is time for ILYA’s Holiday Giving project again. Delaware’s foster children 
who turn 18 must leave their “homes.” They have no families, few resources—and, often, children of their own. Christmas can be a 
bleak time. Again this year, ILYA is providing gifts for them. Can you help? 

Select an individual or family at the ILYA table; purchase gifts from "wish lists" provided (or write a check); bring your gifts to 
church by December 7; or deliver December 4, 5, or 8 to Barbara Perry's home between 10:00 and 3:00; help wrap at Bar-
bara's December 5, 8, 9 between 10:00 and 4:00; help deliver presents December 10, 11, 12. Directions and map to Barbara's 
house on sheet at ILYA table. Holiday giving is tax deductible; signed sheets are available at the ILYA table. Contact Bar-
bara Perry: perryba@hotmail.com 

 

UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) — Women and girls have suffered severe repression under the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan.  Recognizing that education is the most viable way to teach and talk about human rights, the UUSC is partnering with 
Barakat, an organization that creates educational opportunities for women and children in Afghanistan.  "Barakat," a greeting  of 
"blessing" in Arabic, Turkic, and Persian languages, is, indeed, a blessing, as its programs provide awareness of human-rights and 
civil liberties. Contact Doyle Dobbins: D.Dobbins@verizon.net  
 

Welcoming Congregation — The Welcoming Congregation Working Group meets regularly at First Unitarian. Contact Barbara 
Crowell at Barbara.Crowell@state.de.us 
 
 

    The Big Questions in Science and Religion -  "Is 
it still possible to speak of the soul?"  Keith Ward , 
2008-2009 Metanexus Senior Fellow, Regius Pro-
fessor of Divinity Emeritus at Oxford, explores the 
depth, difficulty, and importance of the greatest 
intellectual and existential questions of the modern 
scientific age. In this talk he considers whether 
science allows for the possibility of life after death.  
Sunday November 16 at 4:30, First U Sanctuary, 
no admission charge.  Come and experience a 
stimulating exploration, then enjoy discussion and 
refreshments at 6:00. We will also tell about plans 
to continue this D-DoSER series. 
Then stay for a special concert by the Philadelphia 

Orchestra's own Wister Quartet at 7:30 -- $8.00 

• Meditation Group:  Led by Dr. Jim Curtis, these session include discus-

sions from 9:30 – 10:00a.m. followed by meditation practice until 10:20 
a.m. 

• Emerson, Thoreau and Transcendentalism:  Facilitated by Susan Madi-

son, this on-going video series discusses American Transcendentalism and 
the many prominent Unitarian Universalists who not only launched and 
sustained the movement, but also reshaped our country’s social, intellec-
tual, and political character.  The group meets every Sunday morning 
(except the first Sunday of the month) from 9:30 – 10:20 a.m. in Brunner 
Chapel. 

• Ethics and World Religions: Religion in America is distinguished by 

high attendance but low understanding. Nearly half of the agnostics and 
humanists believe in life after death! Really??? A 5 minute video of find-
ings by the Pew Research Organization will give a base for discussion. 

Host Jim Davis in room 25 from 9:15 to 10:00 Sunday November 2. 

SUNDAY MORNING — ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Delaware Dialogues on  

Science Ethics and Religion (encore performance) 
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Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 

Social Concerns - Helen Foss                  Membership - Ruth Mette 
Programs - Rev. Gadon Board of Trustees & Personnel - Rev. Snyder 
Administration, Finances, Facilities & Communications  

Steve Cohen       Treasurer         

This QUEST covers November 1 to 30, 2008.  The next QUEST newsletter will cover events from December 1 to 31, 2008.   
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  

  Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month. 

Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also 
be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions  

via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office. 

Nancy Pinson   President 

Cindy Cohen            Trustee 

Phil Dowd           Trustee 

Pam Finkelman         Trustee 

George Huhn            Trustee 

Marilyn Hyte  Trustee 

Jeff Lott           Trustee 

Barry Marrs         Vice President 

David Weiss        Trustee   

Reverend Dr. Joshua Snyder  Senior Minister 

  Josh@firstuuwilm.org 
Reverend Barbara Gadon Minister of Adult Programs and Pastoral Care

  Barbara@firstuuwilm.org 
Scott Ward Honorary  Minister of Music 

  iamscottw@aol.com 
Catherine Williamson Director of Religious Exploration 

  Catherine@firstuuwilm.org 
Marina VanRenssen Business Manager 

  Marina@firstuuwilm.org 
Fran Grubb Administrative Assistant 

  Fran@firstuuwilm.org 
Karen Rockhold Program Administrator 

  Karen@firstuuwilm.org 
Terry Walls Building Supervisor 

  Terry@firstuuwilm.org 
Susan Madison Membership Coordinator 

  Susan@firstuuwilm.org 
William Taggart Evening Custodian 
 

Reverend Dr. Robert Doss Minister Emeritus 

Church Staff Board of Trustees 

Non-Board Officer 
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WELCOME: 
The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, 
inspires lifelong spiritual growth. We promote religious 
freedom and joyfully offer the transforming message of our 
Unitarian Universalist principles to our  community and 
the world.  We share a freely chosen faith that opens minds 
and deepens understanding  of life’s enduring mysteries.  We 
rely on reason,  intuition, personal experience and  diverse 
religious traditions.  As individuals in community, we 
commit our hearts, minds and resources  to this mission.  
Sunday morning services begin at 10:30; Children’s Reli-
gious Education starts at 10:45.  


