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��t is so good to be back from paternity leave 
(soon)!  My family and I are so grateful to First 
Unitarian Church for giving us the time to be 
together as we welcome our new addition, 

Matthew Lawrence Snyder.  It was a time of great joy 
and little sleep!  Newborns are so unbelievably cute 
and demanding at the same time.  I suppose nature 
puts the two together for a reason. 
 A new baby brings lots of changes.  Sharon 
and I have a new little one to look after, yet we get no 
break from the other one.  Routines are shifted, time 
and money needs to be redistributed and rebalanced.  
This is a time of things being up in the air and that 
feeling can be disconcerting.  With family so too 
church.  They are both emotional systems, groups of 
people who are tightly connected to each other.  They 
are both systems of people who care for each other 
and for their collective life together.  Of course these 
bonds are usually tighter in a family system than in a 
congregational one, but the same principles apply. 
 When we experience something new in our 
life, it can change the dynamics of the emotional sys-
tems we live in.  A new baby certainly qualifies; par-
ticularly if you are the older brother.  I know; I have 
two younger siblings.  While that was a difficult tran-
sition (I am assuming) when I was young, now I 
would not trade the experience of having siblings for 
anything. 
 Change at church or home can be scary.  This 
is directly relational to how much we care about our 
family or our church or any other tightly connected 
emotional system we may have.  Change brings fear 
of the unknown.  But Unitarian Universalism teaches 
us to embrace the unknown future.  What may seem 
scary or anxiety producing in the present—such as 
getting a baby brother—can turn out to be a benefit 
in the long run.  Let us not be afraid of an unknown 
future, but embrace its possibilities no matter how 
uncertain it may look.  For if we don’t we could miss 
out on some pretty good blessings down the road. 
 
 May You Be Blessed Always, 
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May 3:���Susan Madison — “Cast Away’ and Every-
man”   Remember the film Castaway starring Tom 
Hanks?  On its most basic level, the story was about a man 
shipwrecked on a deserted island; on a deeper level, how-
ever, it offered an intimate look at the hero’s spiritual jour-
ney—that unexpected, frightening, unforgettable, life-
changing experience we’ve all had the privilege to experi-
ence at one time or another.  I invite you to reflect on your 
own hero’s journey as I review the film and its message of 
hope and faith and courage.  (Perhaps you’ll have an oppor-
tunity to see the film again before May 3rd !)   �

May 10:�����	�
����
������������ “Age of Reason”���� his 
Sunday we will celebrate the 2nd and 3rd grade Age of Rea-
son rite of passage.  The Age of Reason graduates will pre-
sent their first credo statements to the congregation.  This 
worship service is the culmination of the rite of passage 
process - weaving together child, parents and congregation.  
Please join us after the service for cake and refreshments. 

May 17:��������
�
�  Big Music Sunday —  “Revelations, 
Through Music” The book of revelations often offers little 
to people of the UU faith. How can these ancient text, often 
archaic, relate to us, as UUs in the 21st century? See ‘Notes 
from Scott’ on page 4 for more information.�

May 24:  Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder —  “Remembrance of 
Things Past” Memorial Day is a day set aside to remember 
the service of those men and women who died in service to 
our country.  It is of course exceedingly important to do 
this.  What we choose to remember and what we choose to 
forget says a lot about us as individuals and as a culture.  
Come and celebrate Memorial Day at church! 

May 31:  Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder —  “To Stir Up Their 
Own”   William Ellery Channing said that the great of reli-
gious education was not to stamp our minds on the young 
but rather to “stir up their own.”  This has been the perva-
sive philosophy of UU religious education ever since.  How 
do we bring to life that spirit today?  What is religious edu-
cation, and how might we continue Channing’s legacy? 

Josh’s Journal � Upcoming Services 

May 2009May 2009May 2009May 2009    

 

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;   
Children’s Religious Education  starts at 10:45  

Childcare is available from 9:00  to 11:50 
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W e were a mixed group, of Jews, Catholics and Unitarian Universalists traveling to the Holy 
Land. (First U members who traveled were:  Pam Finkelman (and her husband, Roy), 
Barry and Barbara Marrs, and David and Kathi Weiss.)  

 

A snapshot: We are driving around East Jerusalem in our comfy, air-con bus, narrated by a charming, 
scruffy young man from ICAHD, the Israeli Coalition Against Housing Demolition. He says, "We're so 
far to the left, if you stand in the center, you can't see us." We drive through potholed streets with no sidewalks, run-
down buildings whose owners can't get permits to improve, and people whose houses could be demolished at any time 
- demolitions happen one or two per week. The neighborhood is being marketed as cheap land and touts an excellent 
view of the old city.  
 

Then we pull up to a parking lot where a family is living in a tent, having just lost their home. They have a big sign up 
saying "Stop Ethnic Cleansing" so we know they want us to come, and don't mind if we take pictures. There are also 
ultra-Orthodox Jews pulling up to visit a holy site nearby. I can't say this to my group, but I really don't want to get off 
the bus. Will there be some kind of confrontation? Will the police show up and chase us off? Can I come face to face with 
people in such intense suffering? What could we possibly say? 
 

Thank God for peer pressure. We go up, tentatively. There is a sweet, black-hooded grandma that reminds some in our 
group of a condor; she watches a toddler or two.  The young woman who speaks to us just lost her husband to a heart 
attack in the stress of losing their home. She is lovely, with wavy hair pulled back and a dimpled smile. I have seen this 
before: people trying to explain their situation to us without being "too angry" and scaring us. (I was reminded of the 
coaching Barack Obama received throughout his life to avoid being seen as an angry black man.)  Nothing happens. And 
we have no idea what will happen to this family.   
 

Later on, we will visit a lovely new synagogue that is led by a Reform rabbi, Kinnaret Shiryon, who happens to also have 
been the first female rabbi in Israel. It's in a "new town" called Modi'in. We love the worship, even though it's three 

hours long and all in Hebrew, including the announcements. We can feel their joy as a community. They 
celebrate their volunteers doing social justice work. They are one of the few spiritual options for those 
who aren't Orthodox (the state religion) or "secular". They are liberals like us. The whole feel of the 
service is remarkably similar to ours.  And yet we cannot forget what we are told: that Palestinians con-
sider Modi'in a “settlement”. It's nowhere near the site of the demolished homes we just saw, but we 

know that the sparkly-clean little town with its pretty park including a giant caterpillar for children to play on came 
about because Palestinians were kicked off land. In the last few decades.  
 

Afterward, we join their potluck and we mingle. One of our bolder group members asks someone how they deal with 
the suffering of the Palestinians. The man admits, "Most of us are in denial."  I wondered how I would feel, given this 
opportunity to build the home and community of my dreams.  It must be like buying in a new “development” where 
there had once been a poor urban neighborhood.  Where did the people go, who once lived here?  Were they kicked 
out?  Would I ever think about them?   
 

As clergy, I am presented over and over with situations where people are in need, much closer to home.  I'm not sure 
what stirs my soul about these people in particular. My husband Robert, raised Jewish, is supportive, saying, "I have 
high expectations for Israel - I want them to live up to their own standards of justice." But I look forward 
to sharing more from our trip with you, and finding small ways to be of support in this struggle.   
P.S.  I would be hugely remiss if I didn’t take this opportunity to thank my wonderful husband for the hard 
work and delicious food for our Seder meal April 8.  Josh did a great job with the service, but he readily 
admitted that the meal really made it!  For those who missed this great evening, come again next year! 
          
         In Faith,  Rev. Barbara 

Leap of Faith�

Have you ever looked around the congregation on Sunday and wondered why there seem to be so many different types 
of name tags?  Actually, there are just three—each one identifying the status of its wearer.  Stick-on name tags are worn 
by our first-time visitors (and sometimes by members who forgot their tags!); white plastic name tags are 
worn by our returning visitors who have requested them; and blue plastic tags are worn by our members.  
We encourage everyone to identify themselves with a name tag so that the community and our ministers 
know how best to welcome you!         

What’s in a Name Tag? 
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5/6:   We will finish out this program year of 
Wednesday Nights at First Unitarian with a Jazz 
Vespers night with Tom Jenkins and the Michael 
Hunter Jazz Ensemble. A service filled with hope, 

and great music, led by Scott 
Ward. Please RSVP to the office 
so we can plan food. Join us for 
dinner at 5:45, Vespers at 6:30. 
Bring a friend or 20 to enjoy 
this special night. 
 Children’s programs 

will include:  a fun room (including board games, 
open art studio , the ever-popular Wii sports 
game) and a homework room. 

We've started an exciting lecture series and hope you 
will join our Sunday morning class at 9:30 a.m. in 
Brunner Chapel. 

Religions of the Axial Age: 
An Approach to the World's Religions 

 

The years 800-200 B.C.E. comprise one of the most 
creative and influential eras in world history.  This 
era was of such great importance, in fact, that we 
moderns continue to live out our moral and religious 
lives through the traditions integral to the faiths 
birthed during this six hundred year period. 
 

Our lectures will focus on the developments of Zoro-
astrianism in Iran; Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism 
in India; and Confucianism and Daoism in China. 
Through sacred texts, modern scholarship, and 
thoughts arising from his own personal experiences, 
Professor Mark Muesse, Chair of the Department of 
Religious Studies at Rhodes College in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, will reveal what it meant to be a conscious, 
morally responsible individual during the Axial Age. 
 

Membership Coordinator Susan Madison invites you 
to relate your own spiritual questions to this variety 
of ancient faiths.   A full listing of dates and subjects 
are available in class and in the Membership Office.  
The topics for May and June are: 
             May 3: No Class* 

May 10:    Zoroaster's Legacy 
May 17:    South Asia before the Axial Age   
May 24:    The Start of the Indian Axial Age 
May 31:   Death and Rebirth 
June 7:  No Class*  
June 14: The Quest for Liberation 
June 21: The Vedantic Solution 
June 28: The One and the Many 

Ethics and World Religions:  *First Sunday of each 
month, 9:00 – 10:15a.m., Brunner Chapel.  Open dis-
cussion of contemporary topics introduced by a short 
video. Hosted by Dr. Jim Davis. 

Adult Religious Exploration 

Party at First U with your RE friendsParty at First U with your RE friendsParty at First U with your RE friendsParty at First U with your RE friends    

Saturday, May 9 Saturday, May 9 Saturday, May 9 Saturday, May 9     

beginning at 5:00 pmbeginning at 5:00 pmbeginning at 5:00 pmbeginning at 5:00 pm    

Please bring a Please bring a Please bring a Please bring a     

salad or dessert to share.salad or dessert to share.salad or dessert to share.salad or dessert to share.    
Beer provided for adults.Beer provided for adults.Beer provided for adults.Beer provided for adults.    

Fun for all ages.Fun for all ages.Fun for all ages.Fun for all ages.    

RE~Events 
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SAVE THE DATE: 

Sunday, August 30 10:30 am – Noon 
 

Coming of Age Orientation 

for Parent and Rising Youth  

Wednesday Nights at First UU! 

RE ~ minders 
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Notes from Scott:  
“Revelations, Through Music” The book of revelations often 
offers little to people of the UU faith. How can these ancient 
text, often archaic, relate to us, as UUs in the 21st century? 
Our choir, with members of the Wilmington String Ensemble 
will explore this idea. Using past favorite anthems, new 
interpretations, and a new composition, we will 
bring alive the idea that there is more to see in our 
world, more to celebrate, more to embrace. Join 
Scott, Marcie, the choir with soloists Joy Bechtlar and Martin 
Hargrove and instrumentalists for a morning of re-evaluation 
about our relationships with each other, and the world. 
        What a great day to bring a friend to introduce them to a 
Unitarian Universalist perspective about who we are, as resi-
dences of this planet. Readers, the Krape brothers (Evan and 
Darren), Marina VanRenssen and Rebecca Fisher will share 
new writings by Scott Ward. Our Annual Meeting will follow.�

 Scott Ward1�
� 4���
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“Our Faith, Our Tradition, Our Community: 
An Inside Look at our Uncommon Denomination” 

A Series Especially For 
New Members and Friends 

 

Are you a newcomer with lots of unanswered 
questions?  Have you already joined the church and still feel 
confused?  We know our “uncommon denomination” puzzles 
many newcomers; for that reason, we have designed this se-
ries especially for you…..to help you answer your questions 
and to welcome you to our community.  The four-class series 
will offer insights into our theology and traditions and give you 
an insider’s view of our church and its leaders; the series will 
include a tour of the church facility. 
 

Sunday, May 10:  “Exactly Who are We?” 
An introduction to the Unitarian Universalist Movement 
 

Sunday, May 24:  “The Church from Backstage” 
A tour of the church highlighting some of its history 
 

Sunday, May 31:  “What Are Our Roots?” 
An historic perspective of our denomination 
 

Sunday, June 7:  “The Priesthood of All Believers” 
A look at church operations and the shared ministry of  
its leaders 

 

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!  These informal one-
hour classes will meet in Brunner Chapel at 11:45 following 
the worship service.  We invite you to bring your coffee and 
your questions.  If you have a moment, email our Membership 
Coordinator Susan Madison to let her know you plan to attend.  
(susan@firstuuwilm.org )  There will be a “signing” opportu-
nity during the last class for those who wish to join the church. 

From the Membership Table  
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Pledge Campaign Status and the 
Austerity Budget 
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Thanks go to Charlotte, Pierre, Eric, Miranda, Lenora, 
Suzette, Noah and Kathleen of the Jr. Youth Group on 
Sunday, April 19 for weeding and mulching the But-
terfly Garden.  As an Earth Day project, they re-
moved 7 wheelbarrow loads of weeds from the Gar-
den and covered the Garden with mulch to slow 
down the return of the weeds. It looks wonderful 
and we have even 
gotten some posi-
tive feedback from 
our neighbors 
across the street 
who are thrilled to 
look out on this 
lovely garden-�����������
�� �

Members and friends of the Women's Alliance will gather on 
Monday, May 6, at noon in the Parish Hall.  You may bring your 
own lunch and we will serve dessert and beverages. 
 
Let's enjoy May flowers and plants together. Suzie Cornell will 
share her skills and talents with us, so that we all can have an-

other colorful growing season.  Everyone is wel-
come. 
  Next month: JUNE PICNIC !!  
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SATURDAY, MAY 2, 5:30 TO 8:30 — Save the date for a fun-
filled evening of food, entertainment, and auction items rang-
ing from the practical to the wonderful. Silent auction begins at 
5:30, accompanied by delicious hors d'oeuvres and luscious 
libations. Live auction, dessert, and entertainment from 7:30 to 
8:30. Tickets are $20 per person.  Child care will be available. 
See the catalog online at www.firstuuwilm.org! 

‘A WORLD OF GOOD THINGS’ AUCTION� 

The Buildings and Grounds Committee is organizing an 
outdoor grounds clean up by the church on Saturday, 
May 9 from 8AM to noon.  (rain date Sunday, May 10 
from 1 to 5PM)   

Bring tools if you like, but we will have extras 
(wheelbarrow, shovel, weed digger, pruners).  All levels 
of expertise and strength can contribute.  Come for an 
hour or three, help beautify the church, and make some 
new friends as we weed and mulch together.  

OUTDOOR GROUNDS CLEAN UP - MAY 9 

CONGRATULATIONS to Sharon and Josh (and Tho-
mas) Snyder on the birth of Matthew Snyder, born 
at 9:40 a.m. on Monday, April 13th, 2009. Matthew 
was 8 lbs. 9 oz. and 20 inches long. Mom and baby 
are fine.  

Our condolences go to Maureen and Joe Sandberg, at the 
death of Maureen’s daughter and Joe’s stepdaughter, Heather 
Hutcheson.  Heather died on Tuesday, April 14, at the 
Neighborhood Hospice in West Chester, from complications of 
pneumonia.  A service will be held in Berwyn, PA, at the Mel-
mark Home, where Heather lived for more than 30 years.   

Update on Bob Doss’ Health (as of 4/15/2009): Bob is in a 
transition rehab unit at St. Francis to regain his strength and is 
getting both physical and occupational therapies.  He is able to 
talk again – a big change!  Until Bob is stronger, we welcome 
cards and telephone calls which we take to him.  

Caring and Sharing 

Florence DeRosa – Two-year term:  ���
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Alliance News 

Butterfly Garden 

Nominations for Members of the Nominating 
Committee for 2009 to 2010 
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Goodbye and Hello. 
Can it be that an entire year has passed? It seems like 
just yesterday that the Board gathered together on a 
beautiful summer weekend to plan out the upcoming year, along 
with our new minister, Rev. Josh, who had just arrived in Wilming-
ton. And yet here it is already May, Rev. Josh is rounding out his 
first year with us, and we’re about to say goodbye to 3 of our board 
members. It just doesn’t seem possible. 
Under the leadership of Nancy Pinson, this year’s board has 
learned and accomplished much in our time together. Our work 
together and with the Executive Team has been both rewarding 
and fun (yes, fun!). Please do take the time to read the President’s 
report in the Annual Meeting packet for a summation of our activi-
ties. And come to the meeting on May 17th! (see announcement 
below) 
We wish to heartily thank our departing board members: Pam 
Finkelman, George Huhn and Barry Marrs for all of their efforts on 
behalf of the congregation. They will be missed. The 3 incoming 
members (Maggie Duffy, Barbara Lenahan and Michael Toll) have 
large shoes to fill, and we look forward to having their talents 
grace our team. A new year beckons. We’re ready to do it all over 
again. 
Your 2008-2009 Board of Trustees         -Nancy Pinson, President 
 - Barry Marrs, Vice President - Cindy Cohen, Secretary
 - Jeff Lott    - Phil Dowd  
 - David Weiss   - Pam Finkelman 
 - George Huhn   - Marilyn Hyte 
 - Steve Cohen, Treasurer to the Board 

Nominees to the Board of Trustees 

Maggie Duffy:  Maggie joined First Unitarian in 
2003 searching for her spiritual home.  Since 
joining the church, Maggie has been active in 
many areas of the church. The list includes Of-
fice Volunteer, Adult Religious Education Com-
mittee; Process Committee – Mission Statement, 
First U  Book Corner Chair, Kitchen Crew Chair - 
Pancake Breakfast; Green Sanctuary Committee, 
2009 Spring Auction Committee, Senior Minis-
ter Search Committee, and Senior Minister Ad-
visory Group.  Participation is Small Groups is a 
passion.   She retired from Verizon in 2007.  

Barbara Lenahan:  Barbara joined First Uni-
tarian Church in 2002, after attending for nearly 
two years. Barbara retired from CIGNA Interna-
tional in 2008, after a long career in marketing 
communications with a variety of agencies and 
corporations. Barbara is involved in The Jour-
ney Group, The Write Group, and a Brown Bag 
Group. She participated in developing First U’s 
Small Group ministry and co-facilitated a Small 
Group for five years.  

Michael Toll:  Mike grew up attending All 
Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, OK.  After mov-
ing to Delaware in 1969 he didn’t attend church 
again until 1985. He felt a need to investigate 
the UU church again and after hearing Bob Doss 
preach and the thunder of the Rieger organ, he 
was here to stay. He has been a mainstay in the 
Choir since that time and has participated in 
one search committee for assistant minister. He 
was married in this church in 1992 to Carolyn 
and they have two children, Alice and Andrew 
who are active participants in the R.E. program.  
Mike teaches exceptional children and youth in 
the Colonial School District . 

Come to the Annual Congregational Meeting – Sunday, May 17, 2009 @ Noon in the Sanctuary 
Please consider staying after the service for our annual meeting (we’ll entice you with food) – the one time of 
the year where we come together to hear what we’ve accomplished this year, and to vote on business matters 
of the church.  
 

Why attend? 
� You’ll hear first-hand how we’re making a difference in our community 
� As a member, this is your opportunity to cast your vote! We’ll be: 

• Electing Board of Trustee members (Maggie Duffy, Barbara Lenahan and Michael Toll) 
• Electing Nominating Committee members (Florence DeRosa, Becky Laster and Barry Marrs) 
• Electing General Assembly delegates 
• Voting on our 2009-2010 church budget 

� Come be a part of church history. Stand up and be counted! 
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Board Planks  

2009 Annual Meeting Announcement 

May 12,  7:00 p.m. 
Parish Hall 

Budget Reconciliation Meeting 
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Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) 
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Green Sanctuary Task Force 
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Social Justice at First Unitarian 
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Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 
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Steve Cohen       Treasurer         
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Nancy Pinson   President 

Cindy Cohen            Trustee 

Phil Dowd           Trustee 

Pam Finkelman         Trustee 

George Huhn            Trustee 

Marilyn Hyte  Trustee 

Jeff Lott           Trustee 

Barry Marrs         Vice President 

David Weiss        Trustee  �

Reverend Dr. Joshua Snyder  Senior Minister 
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Reverend Barbara Gadon Minister of Adult Programs and Pastoral Care
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Scott Ward Honorary  Minister of Music 
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Catherine Williamson Director of Religious Exploration 
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Marina VanRenssen Business Manager 
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Fran Grubb Administrative Assistant 
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Karen Rockhold Program Administrator 
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Terry Walls Building Supervisor 
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Susan Madison Membership Coordinator 
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Robert Warner Night Custodian 
Reverend Dr. Robert Doss Minister Emeritus 

Church Staff Board of Trustees 

Non-Board Officer 

NON - PROFIT 

  U.S. POSTAGE 

 PAID 
  ROCKLAND,  DE 

    PERMIT   NO. 4 

First Unitarian Church 
730 Halstead Road 
Sharpley 
Wilmington, Delaware 19803 
Phone:  302-478-2384   

Fax:  302-478-2622  
Web:  FirstUUWilm.org 

May 2009May 2009May 2009May 2009    
 

WELCOME: 
��������	�
��	������
����������������	������������� �
�����������������������	��������	�����������	������ ������
���������������������������	���	������������������� ��������

��	������
����������	������������	��������������	� �����
	���������������������������������������	��	��	���� ���������
������������������	������������������������������	� ����������
�������������������	��	��������������� ������������ ����������
����������	����	�������!������������������������	�� ����
�����	���������	������������������������	��	������� �������
"�����������������������#������	�$%&'%(�
���������� )���*
������+����	�����	��	���	�$%&,-���


