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CHURCH PRUNING PARTY - JUNE 5 
Robert Gadon and the Buildings and Grounds committee are 
organizing a Pruning Party for Saturday, June 5 from 8:45AM 
to noon.  (rain date Saturday, June 12 from 8:45AM to noon) 
 Robert will teach us about proper technique for pruning shrubs.  We’ll 
then use that knowledge to prune the azaleas and other bushes around the 
church.  Bring work gloves and sun protection.  If you have small branch 
pruners or larger branch loppers, please bring them.  We will have extras 
if you don't have pruning equipment.  Join us for a couple of hours and 
help beautify the church.  Please let Jim Weddell (jkweddell@mac.com) 
or Robert Gadon (rgadon@verizon.net) know if you plan to participate.   
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 These words from the African American spiritual in our hymnal 
supplement “Singing the Journey” urges us to be active in our faith.  If 
you have never heard this song before, like all spirituals, this song is high 
energy with lots of clapping and movement associated with it.  It is im-
possible to sit still while singing this song.  Like the message it conveys, 
you have to move. 
 I think the time of the year I most feel the “spirit” moving within 
Unitarian Universalism is during General Assembly.  Tired and running 
on empty after a long church year, every year at the end of June I get my 
batteries recharged, and my faith in our tradition restored and repaired, by 
sitting in the same room with 6000 other Unitarian Universalists. 
 General Assembly is the annual meeting of Unitarian Universal-
ists from all over the country and even all over the world.  There are Uni-
tarians and Universalists in Canada, Transylvania, England, Philippines, 
and even Japan.  While not all of these countries are formally a part of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, they often attend as observers and 
participants.  Together we worship, learn from each other at workshops, 
argue with each other over social witness resolutions, and connect to one 
another.  Strangers become friends that you see year after year even if 
they attend a UU church in a remote part of the country. 
 This year we will be meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Min-
neapolis is a bit of a homecoming for me because it is in the district I was 
in before moving to Wilmington.  I am looking forward to seeing many 
old friends from those days.  But most of all I am looking forward to a 
week of reconnecting to that elusive spirit at the heart of our faith that 
urges us to move, to sing, to dance, to laugh, and yes to move when the 
Spirit says to move. 

 May You Be Blessed Always,                                  
   Rev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua Snyder    

Josh’s Journal  

June 2010June 2010June 2010June 2010    

June 6: “Flowers in the Face of Fear”  Rev. 

Barbara H. Gadon: An intergenerational 

flower communion service.  We will honor 
Norbert Capek, who created this ceremony in 
the 1920s, and the courageous life he lived. 
 How do Capek’s times and commitments mir-
ror our own?  How do we respond to the collec-
tive fears of the 21st century?  We will also 
hold a bridging ceremony for our graduating 
seniors entering young adulthood.  Come, sup-
port our youth! 

June 13:  “Coming of Age Sunday” Cath-

erine Williamson, DRE 

June 20: “Called and Created: Ministry and 

Unitarian Universalism”  The Rev. Dr 
Joshua Snyder:  This week Rev. Josh cele-
brates his tenth anniversary of being a Unitarian 
Universalist minister.  What is the role and call-
ing of ministry in Unitarian Universalism?  Is it 
exclusively held with the clergy or is it broader 
than that?  Come celebrate Father’s Day with 
us! 

June 27: “Recapturing Sabbath Time” 
Susan Madison: As a young child, I was told 
that Sabbath was set aside for rest and religious 
observance.  For me that meant my best dress, 
Sunday school, and visits with extended fam-
ily.  As an adult with a full productive life and 
an often frantic Sunday schedule at church, it 
has come to take on quite a different mean-
ing.  On this Sunday, I will talk about why we 
need to re-think our commitment to the celebra-
tion of Sabbath and share with you what I am 
doing to make Sabbath a part of my every day. 

Upcoming Sunday Ser-

 

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;   

Adult Religious Education classes at 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Religious Education starts at 10:45 

Childcare is available in the Youth Center 

from 9:30 a.m. to 10:25 a.m. before the service 

 and 11:50 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. after the service. 

Visiting families are welcome!  
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      During the month of June, all 
books will be on sale!  Both Adult 
and Children's Books will be sold at 
15% off!! 

     Greeting Cards will be sold for 
$1.75 ea (reg. $2.00) 

     Stock up and 
Save!!  Get started on 
your Summer Reading! 

 Note:  The Book Corner will be closed 
for the months of July and August and 
will be reopening the Sunday following 
Ingathering in September.  

All members and friends of the Women's Alliance, 
present and past, are invited to our annual picnic on 
Monday, June 7, at noon at the 
home of Mary and Lew Collat, 100 
Lands End Road, Sedgely 
Farms.  If you need directions, call 
us at 994-0237.  Please bring a 
food item for four to share as we enjoy our old and 
new friends.  Rain or shine, we'll have a fun time!   

A  Big Thank You to the Choir for Big Music 
Sunday, and for all the other people that 
helped. Thank you members of Counter-

point who made the Sunday possible. 
 
This church year is winding down, but I do have 
things planned for the summer. I will call the 
"Summer Choir" back twice, and we will have musi-
cians from our own congregation offer musical in-
terludes for our service. If you are interested in per-
forming, contact me and we can talk. 
 
Tenor Dane Cox will be returning to sing for us 
Sunday, June 13. We will also have the traditional 
"Medium Music Sunday" the Sunday of Labor Day 
weekend. 
 
I do much of my music planning during the summer, 
so please contact me with any ideas you may have. 
 
  In Music,      

   Scott 

Alliance Picnic Time! 

Book Corner Sale 

Notes from Scott 

I  was honored to be invited as a panelist at the annual meeting 
of Planned Parenthood on May 18.  Each of us was given a set of 
questions to answer about our faith tradition’s perspective on repro-
ductive choice, and how I as a minister have assisted people with 
the difficult choices surrounding pregnancy.  I wanted to share my 
answers with you, and (a time-honored part of our tradition) invite 
your own reflection.  

What is the Unitarian Universalist perspective on reproductive 

choice?  Of course, there is no one Unitarian Universalist position 
on this or any issue.  Our tradition emphasizes the freedom to come 
to your own conclusions, and the responsibility to educate your 
mind and heart to make the best decisions possible. Since many of 
us are progressive politically as well as religiously, there are many 
active supporters of reproductive choice (which I take to include 
supporting legal, safe abortions) among UUs.  I count myself 
among them.  There are also UUs who do not support reproductive 
choice. I respect them.  Where we come together is in our commit-
ment to help reduce the need for abortions, by providing for our 
young people a sex education course called "Our Whole Lives."  
This is a thorough, values-based education that helps young people 
make wise and responsible decisions as sexual beings. 

To what extent can reproductive choice be discussed in our re-

ligious gatherings?  It absolutely can be discussed, and in my ex-
perience, it seldom if ever is discussed.  I don’t think we know 
how, and to what end.  Even for those within our faith, which 
prizes itself on reasoned discussion, this is a topic that hits people’s 
“crazy button” – and it makes us reluctant to raise it.  This issue 
does not lend itself easily to a middle way, and knowing that we 
have been “heard” on an issue, does not offer much encouragement 
when we are on the losing end of a vote. 

How do we assist/guide people who come to us regarding un-
wanted pregnancy?  I must say that no one has approached me for 
guidance in making this kind of decision.  I say this with some sad-
ness, knowing that in my 15 years of serving congregations, large 
and small, there must have been girls and women facing this diffi-
cult choice.  (Let me say to anyone in our church that I would be 
honored to support you. I would help you find whatever resources 
you needed; I would go with you to have an abortion if that is what 
you chose to do.)  

How do Unitarian Universalists balance/reconcile reproductive 

choice with our religious belief about the value, importance 
and/or sanctity of human life?  Our first principle is to “affirm the 
inherent worth and dignity to every person.”  Some extend this to 
the unborn, and do not support reproductive choice.  Others cite the 
principle of the “free and responsible search for truth and meaning” 
which we believe grants autonomy to individual conscience in 
making decisions.  We do all that we can to look at the whole life 
of each person involved, including the well-being of the mother, 
the father, and the quality of life the child would have.     

     In Faith, Rev. Barbara 

Leap of Faith 
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Fall Church Retreat! 
Saturday, October 2 at 9:00 a.m. 

through Sunday, October 3 at 12:00 noon 
YMCA Camp Tockwogh 

Worton, MD 21678 
 

Come one!  Come all! 
The Family Ministry Team is pleased to sponsor a Fall Church Retreat 
for all interested members.   
 

Fall is a busy time of year as kids get back to school and fall sports and 
other activities swing into gear.  Give yourself the treat of a weekend 
to bond and relax with other church members.  Plan to take one 
weekend off from the usual hustle for an enriching and spiritual 

experience. 

Join us for: 
WORSHIP    GROUP BONDING 
UU FUN and GAMES  ARCHERY 
CANOEING   NATURE HIKES 

 

Come play and worship with your UU friends. This is going to be a 
great time for all ages! 
 

Cost:     $60.00 per person*  
meals  
activities 
lodging in the “rustic” cabins  
(a short walk to a shared bathroom & shower house)  

 

There is an opportunity to “upgrade” your sleeping quarters and pay 
a little extra if you would like a closer or more private bathroom. 
 

For more information about this event check out the Fall Retreat Infor-
mation on the web site (www.firstuuwilm.org) or talk to one of the 
Family Ministry Team members at coffee hour on Sunday.  Registra-
tion information will be available soon, so stay tuned. 
Thanks, 

The Family Ministry Team 

Edris Harrell, Amy Gunderson, Becky Laster, Travis Laster,  

Carl Leshock, Georgianne Sheehy, Rev. Barbra Gadon, Catherine Williamson 

*It is our intent that all children, youth and families have the opportu-
nity to participate in all First Unitarian Activities regardless of ability 
to pay.  If you and/or your family are unable to pay the fee please con-
tact Catherine Williamson, DRE or one of the First Unitarian Ministers 
regarding scholarships. 

  

RE ~ Treat 

Adult RE Classes June 2010 

Ethics and World Religions Discussion  

Sunday May 2 from 9:30 to 10:15. Hosted 
by Jim Davis. 
 

Exploring the Roots of Religion Series 

continues: 

June 13:  Chalice of Blood in Ancient Peru 
June 20:  Decoding Rituals at Palenque 
June 27:  Temple of the Goddess on Malta 
9:30 to 10:15a.m. 

Summer Break:  July and August 

Father’s Day  

Softball Game Celebration! 

Sunday, June 20 12:30 pm – 2:30 pm  
At Bonsall Park on Silverside Road   

 
In honor of our dads (athletic or not!) 

 A multigenerational softball game 
 

Come to play or come to cheer, 
But come for First U fun! 

 

Please bring bats, gloves &  
chairs/blankets 

 
 

CYRE Upcoming Events 
(Children and Youth Religious Exploration) 

June 5: Joint YAC Meeting 

 (old and new YAC members) 
 

June 6: Flower Communion and  

 Bridging Ceremony 

 

June 13: COMING OF AGE Worship Service 

 

June 20: First Unitarian Softball Game and 

 Picnic  after church at Bonsall Park 

 12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 

August 9 - 13:     9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 UU Summer Camp:  “Creation 

  Stories from Around the World” 

UU SUMMER CAMP 
“CREATION STORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD” 

August 9 - 13, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Invite your friends and family! 

Brochures and Registration forms coming soon! 
For more information contact: 

Catherine Williamson: catherine@firstuuwilm.org 
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Dynamic religious education for young people  
        and phenomenal music are two key ways in which 
 First Unitarian Church enriches the lives of its members, 
friends and visitors.  

 
The budget for 2010-11 keeps full-time staffing for those functions, BUT it has a $26,000 gap 
that we must close before June 15 with a supplemental pledge drive. 
 
 As you read this the Stewardship team is working on the details, but the broad outline is clear 
- we must work together to close the gap and keep our education and music programs strong.   
  
Here's what you can do to help: 
• Make a one-time donation to the church of $1,000, $500, or $260 -- if 100 people do this, 

we will quickly accomplish our goal!  If $260 is more than you can afford, consider a dona-
tion of $130 instead. 

• Increase your pledge by $1,000, $500, or $260 per year, or 10%, whichever is appropriate 
for your budget. 

 
If you have not yet pledged, contact the church today to do so (see below for details) 
Every dollar will count for two!  Please note, several generous members have expressed in-
terest in creating a challenge fund to match any gifts or pledge increases to meet this urgent 
need.  Details are coming soon! 
  
Stayed tuned via the Web page and E-News for more details, but you don’t have to wait - to 
make or increase your pledge, or to make a one-time gift, please:  

• Visit www.firstuuwilm.org and download and return the special supplemental drive 
pledge card 

• If you have not pledged, complete and return the pledge card you received in the mail 
last week 

Or simply e-mail Marina VanRenssen at marina@firstuuwilm.org, or phone her at 478-2384, 
with the details of your pledge 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
 

First U Launches Special Campaign to Close Budget Gap 
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Office Ministration Susan’s Membership Message 

                                   I would like to thank everyone who has donated their 
time and money to support this congregation. Even 

though we are facing some budget challenges for the 
upcoming fiscal year, I am confident that if we all work 

together, we will have an exciting and fruitful year, with 
growth and good work in abundance.  

 

  The staff and volunteers who work on financial issues are 
committed to an open and transparent system. I am happy to chat 
with anyone who has questions about finances in our church. We 
post some information to the web site, including quarterly financial 
reports. These are in a summarized form, since some of the details 
are confidential in nature, and are stored in the Members Area which 
is password protected. Members are able to call the church office for 
password information. More detailed information is available in my 
office, if you want details beyond what is presented on the web site. 
 

  Various ways are used to communicate our financial needs 
as part of the annual fund drive and budget process. The Steward-
ship Team communicates information about our pledge drive and its 
importance to our church life: 
• The pledge drive goal was set at $750,000, which was a signifi-

cant increase over actual pledge income in past years. $750,000 
in pledge income is what we needed to maintain our current 
staff levels, follow principles of fiscal responsibility, and sup-
port the new energy in our congregation. 

• Pledge drive results have been shared both on posters in Parish 
Hall and church office and in articles in E-News and Quest as 
the drive progressed. 

 

 Please note that the pledge drive begins in March, and we 
need to wait until mid-April to have a reasonable projection of our 
pledge income for a given year. At that time the budget is finalized 
and the budget is presented at reconciliation meetings. 
 The surest way to keep up to date on the financial life of our 
church is to take advantage of the information we post to the web 
and in articles. Carefully read and digest information, such as the 
pledge brochure and letter, which discuss pledge goals and what 
staff and programs we hope to support. Attend the Annual Meeting 
each May and you can learn about planning for the upcoming year 
and strategies for our future. There is usually lively discussion 
around financial topics!  
 

 Please see the Board article in this Quest for information on 
decisions which were made at the meeting on  May 16, 2010. We 
have a strategy for Fiscal year 2010-2011 which relies on a supple-
mental fund drive to fill the gap between what we need and the in-
come we project. The results of that drive will determine the final 
shape of our budget for next year. For years in the future, we will 
continue to rely on pledge income and to reduce and eventually 
eliminate our reliance on reserves and supplemental fund raising 
efforts to pay the bills. Membership growth and commitment to 
pledges will allow us to keep our current staff and program budget 
in place while maintaining fiscal responsibility.  
 

            Taking care of business, 
  Marina VanRenssen, Business Manager  

Everybody can be great.  Because 
anybody can serve.  You don't have 
to have a college degree to 
serve.  You don't have to make your 

subject and your verb agree to 
serve.... You don't have to know the second 
theory of thermodynamics in physics to 
serve.  You only need a heart full of grace.  A 
soul generated by love.   

~Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Visitors come to us for a variety of reasons.  One is 
that they are looking for a place to belong, a place 
where they 'fit in', a place where others accept them 
and their beliefs, a place where their desire to be of 
service will be welcomed and embraced.  And they 
have much to offer.  I know.  I talk with them every-
day.  Ah, that we had a vehicle in place that could 
quickly and efficiently match their passions with the 
church's needs!   
  

        As Josh and I continue to work toward develop-
ing an efficient Membership infrastructure, we are 
ever mindful of how important it is to create possi-
bilities for service.  Until our new structure is in 
place, however, it is up to all of us to keep a watchful 
eye out for ways we can invite our visitors and new 
members to participate in groups and events that will 
respond to their desire to give. 
  

       In the next few weeks, I encourage you to iden-
tify one or two newcomers (or new members) whom 
you think might find satisfaction in welcoming oth-
ers.....or ushering during a Sunday service.....or as-
sisting in a classroom.....or pruning bushes on 
'Grounds Day'.....or helping one of us in the of-
fice.  Send me an email and share the names of those 
who come to mind.  There are a multitude of ways 
they can begin their service under the guidance of a 
mentor. 

 

       Now and again I remind myself to imagine what 
our church would look like without those who 
serve.  No greeter at the door, no usher to show the 
way or light the votive, no volunteer to answer ques-
tions about our faith, no host to serve goodies on 
Sunday morning, and on and on in every area of the 
church.  The smiles of the individuals who so gener-
ously give of their time sometimes just make our day! 

 

        As we approach the end of another church year, 
let us be grateful for each others' ministries in the 
community.  No matter how great or how small the 
service, there is no higher calling.  Every graceful act 
of service changes us, those we love, and those we 
don't even know. 

      Susan Madison, Membership Coordinator  
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The Board of Trustees welcomed 99 vot-
ing members to the 144th Annual Congre-
gational Meeting on May 16th.   

 Members elected Richard 
Flanagan, Suzanne Perry and Margaret 
Sheridan to serve three-year terms on the 

Board of Trustees, as well as electing Cindy Cohen, Phil Dowd 
and Steve Marek to two-year terms on the Nominating Com-
mittee. Board president Nancy Pinson congratulated and 
thanked the outgoing Board members, Cindy Cohen, Phil 
Dowd and David Weiss, and commended the Nominating 
Committee for its excellent work in selecting fine candidates. 

 This year, the proposed 2010-2011 budget initially 
contained some significant cuts in order to arrive at a balanced 
budget, which is a board requirement. At two engaging recon-
ciliation meetings, congregation members brought their ideas 
and concerns to the Executive Team and the Board. At the an-
nual meeting, the Board presented a revised 2010-2011 
budget, while stressing to the congregation the need to raise 
supplemental income in order to balance projected income 
with expenses by the beginning of the fiscal year (July 
1st.)  The congregation voted to waive the requirement to keep 
salaries and benefits within 70% of projected income. The pro-
posed budget passed with one vote in opposition.  Minutes 
from the meeting will be reviewed and approved by the Board 
at its June meeting and then will be published for the congre-
gation. 

 In her opening remarks, Nancy Pinson asked each per-
son what new actions they will commit to in the future, as well 
as what they are grateful for in relation to their church. Over 
50 members participated by writing their commitments and 
gratitudes on cards, which they turned in at the end of the 
meeting.  The responses were overwhelmingly positive, con-
taining many significant time and financial commit-
ments.  Nancy commented, “Already, we’ve seen the congre-
gation commit  financial resources, and we’re off to a great 
start for the work we must do during the next 6 to 9 months. 
We’re now working on clarifying our unique mission and pri-
orities and working on growth strategies that will enable us to 
be successful in the future.  Each of us on the Board is grateful 
for this congregation and looks forward to working with each 
of you.” 

Board Planks  

 The Delaware Aging Network cre-
ates a system of care to help all Dela-
ware seniors meet the challenges of 
growing older. The foundation of this 
system will be an integrated, collabora-
tive network of service providers that 
will expand outreach to and services for 
the aging population, while addressing 
the interrelated concerns of housing, 
health and transportation.  

 This statewide coalition of non-
profit organizations, working through 
lead agencies in Delaware’s three coun-
ties, increases efficiencies, reduces  du-
plication of services, and works to as-
sure that more seniors receive the care 
they need in order to remain independ-
ent.  First Unitarian’s Becky Laster 
works for the DAN.  More information 
is available at: 
www.delawareagingnetwork.org. 

Please be as generous 
 as you can! 

 

June Social Action Offering 

2010 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association Minneapolis, Minnesota June 23-27, 2010 - 
(Visit http://www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/
index.shtml for more information.) If you’re going, be 

a voting delegate!  

Those interested in being delegates, please contact 

the church office and leave your name. 

Given our current financial situation, you proba-
bly know there are some committees and pro-
jects, such as Grant for Growth, which we will 
not be able to fund through the operating budget 
for Fiscal Year 2010-2011.  

In the past several years we have successfully 
raised funds for a variety of causes through our 
monthly Special Collections. This is the time of 
year when the ET begins to collect nominations 
for the monthly collections. We will consider 
outside non-profit organizations, as well as com-
mittees of our church.  

If you would like to nominate an organization or 
committee, please submit the name, a brief de-
scription of its work, and con-
tact information to ma-
rina@firstuuwilm.org by June 
30, 2010. Church organiza-
tions should include potential 
projects to be funded by the 
collection. If your commit-

tee's line item was cut from 

the operating budget, you are strongly encour-

aged to apply.  

Special Collections Planning 
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F irst U’s Social Action Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social action.” Do you have information to 
share about your social action work? Next Quest deadline is June 10. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com. 

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA): A Fund to Reduce Delaware’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Delaware is one of 10 states participating in the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI).  The states include Maryland, the other 
coastal states northward to the Canadian border, and Vermont.  They have all agreed to cap carbon dioxide emissions from large 
fossil fuel power plants in the region and then to reduce those emissions by 10% by 2019.  Each state gets an agreed upon number of 
emission allowances, based on past emissions – each allowance corresponding to one ton of CO2; Delaware gets about 6.5 million 
allowances each year out of a total of 188 million for the region.  These can be traded (sold at auction in the RGGI carbon market) 
to raise money for public benefit.  Power generating companies in the region must purchase enough each year to cover their emis-

sions.  The Delaware law authorizing participation specified that 10% of the money raised by the sale of DE allow-
ances was to be used for projects to reduce Delaware’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  I was asked by DNREC to 
serve as a member of an advisory board to help design the operation of the new DE GHG emission reduction fund 
and to help decide which proposals should be funded.  The fund now has about $1.3 million, and anticipates raising a 

similar amount each subsequent year till 2019, unless a federal program supersedes the RGGI cap and trade system.  A version of a 
national cap and trade system passed the U.S. House last June in H.R. 2454, but a bill has not yet been introduced in the Senate. 
 Churches like the seven in C3SA (including First U) will be eligible to submit proposals for funding.  If you have any good 
ideas for how we can reduce our CO2 emissions – perhaps saving money and energy in the process – contact me.  I’ll let you know 
when details of the program are made public, which should be within a few months. To be involved, or to learn more, contact Chad 
Tolman at: chadtolman@verizon or 478-3516. 
 
Emmanuel Dining Room  

Our monthly outreach for Emmanuel Dining Room is going well. 
-- Cooking:  In April and May we had a full contingent of cooks on  the 19th and 20th, including Sally Christian, 
Cindy Cohen, Suzie Cornell, Holly Feldheim, J. Harry Feldman, Charlotte Grabau, Jan King, Henrietta McKelvey, 
Carol Okeson, Nancy Pinson, Maureen Sandberg, Bob Ullrich, and Midge Willard. We’re thrilled to see new faces among our ranks 
– it’s starting to be a trend! (Contact Cindy Cohen at cindyscohen@comcast.net to sign up for the cooking/serving crew.) 
 -- Dining:  And our table for 8 at EDR’s International Night has also been consistently full. In April the lucky diners experienced 
“American Night,” hosted by the Knights of Columbus, John Paul II Council, and May was “Thai Night,” hosted by Chef Noah 
Mathay of the Delaware Food Bank. (Contact David Weiss at kdweiss1@verizon.net for a seat at International Night.) 
 
ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults) High School Graduation Celebration     

This month about 18 young adults who have aged-out of foster care will graduate from high school. ILYA will help them 
celebrate with gifts of “fully loaded” backpacks. You can help by donating items to fill the backpacks or cash (contact 
Barbara Perry at 475-7929; perryba@hotmail.com).  Find out how else you can provide support for these young adults by 
contacting Betty Wier (bwier@udel.edu). 

 

Meals on Wheels – New at First U! 
This new program has already attracted a number of First U volunteers, but – as you can see – more are always needed. Can you 
make space for this rewarding effort in your weekly schedule? Take a minute to read… 
 

What is really involved in delivering Meals on Wheels: 

Once a week, you and a partner (navigator) report to the designated meal delivery location: 
Hockessin/ Millcreek / Christiana Area: Methodist Church at Rts. 7 & 4 
Talleyville / Claymont Area: Church next to Chatham on Silverside Road 

At 11:30, the delivery truck brings boxes of hot and cold food. You load your car and follow the route instruction 
sheet, generally making 8 to 10 deliveries. At each drop off, you have the chance to have a friendly interchange. 
You are often the only other person the recipient will see that day. Within an hour you complete your list and return the boxes to the 
pick-up site, returning home with a feeling you have made a real contribution for less than two hours of your time. 
To help, or to learn more, contact Bob Ulrich: robertullrich@comcast.net  

 

UUSC – Unitarian Universalist Service Committee: Gulf Coast Oil Spill Disaster 
Environmental Justice is one of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s focus areas, especially as it pro-
motes and defends the human right to water.  On May 5th, UUSC adopted a Statement, expressing its deep con-
cern, about the catastrophe created by the April 20th explosion and capsizing of the Deepwater Horizon oil rig 

leased by BP which killed 11 workers and “unleashed an environmental and economic tragedy in one of the world’s most sensitive 
and fecund marine ecosystems.”  UUSC is consulting with its Gulf Coast allies “to determine the best ways to pressure BP and the 
federal government to fulfill their responsibilities to clean up this oil drilling disaster, protect the environment, compensate those 
who suffer losses, and hold responsible parties accountable.”  For the full statement, go to www.uusc.org. 

Social Justice at First Unitarian 
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Check out our website at www.firstuuwilm.org 

Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 

Rev. Snyder—Membership, Leadership Development, Social Justice, Growth, Long 
           Range Planning 
Rev. Gadon— Pastoral Care, Adult RE, CYRE, Family Ministry 
Marina VanRenssen—Finance, Personnel, Buildings and Grounds, Green Sanctuary 

Steve Cohen       Treasurer         

This QUEST covers June 1 to 30, 2010. The next QUEST newsletter will cover events from July 1 to 31, 2010.   
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  

  Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month. 
Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also 

be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions  
via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office. 

Nancy Pinson              President 

Maggie Duffy              Vice President 

Barbara Lenahan           Recording Secretary 

Richard Flanagan          Trustee 

Marilyn Hyte              Trustee 

Jeff Lott              Trustee 

Suzanne Perry               Trustee 

Margaret Sheridan         Trustee    

Michael Toll              Trustee 

   

Reverend Dr. Joshua Snyder  Senior Minister 

  Josh@firstuuwilm.org 
Reverend Barbara Gadon Minister of Adult Programs and Pastoral Care

  Barbara@firstuuwilm.org 
Scott Ward Honorary  Minister of Music 

  iamscottw@aol.com 
Catherine Williamson Director of Religious Exploration 

  Catherine@firstuuwilm.org 
Marina VanRenssen Business Manager 

  Marina@firstuuwilm.org 
Fran Grubb Administrative Assistant 

  Fran@firstuuwilm.org 
Karen Rockhold Program Administrator 

  Karen@firstuuwilm.org 
Terry Walls Building Supervisor 

  Terry@firstuuwilm.org 
Susan Madison Membership Coordinator 

  Susan@firstuuwilm.org 
James Irwin Night Custodian 

 
 

Reverend Dr. Robert Doss Minister Emeritus 

Church Staff Board of Trustees 

Non-Board Officer 

First Unitarian Church 
730 Halstead Road 
Sharpley 
Wilmington, Delaware 19803 
Phone:  302-478-2384   

Fax:  302-478-2622  
Web:  FirstUUWilm.org 

  June 2010  June 2010  June 2010  June 2010    

 

Our Purpose: 

First Unitarian Church is a 
caring, diverse faith commu-
nity, rooted in UU principles, 
inspiring and celebrating lives 
of inclusion, justices, and love. 


