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Josivs Jouwrnal

hile [ was on paternity leave in April and

May, Sharon and I bought our first home.

We will be moving into it on June 5. This is
the fulfillment of a long-held dream for us. We will be
in the Faukland Heights neighborhood in Wilmington.
It is a very nice place to raise the boys with a big yard
and lots of trees. (Yes, I am obsessed with trees!)

Home is an important spiritual concept. We all
need a place of safety and sanctuary. One of the ways a
house becomes a home is when it becomes a place of
stability. My parents still live in the same house they
moved into when [ was four years old! That may be a
little too much stability. But it has been nice going
through life as a young person moving to Ann Arbor,
Tokyo, Chicago, Omaha, and now Wilmington knowing
that my parents were at the same place they had been
for decades. Itis a comfort to have some center that is
stable in the midst of life’s transitions.

Actually such stability is rare. Not every child’s
home is stable. Indeed, transition and tumultuous
change is the norm in life. Of course in moderation this
is as it should be. Living in my parent’s home at my age
would probably raise eyebrows. Some change in life is
healthy and necessary. That doesn’t mean we have to
like it, of course! Often it is the changes that help us
grow that are the ones that are the most painful. Or just
the fact of moving from one place to another can give
one a sense of restlessness and discombobulation.

Thus home, ideally, is a sanctuary of stability.
Your stuff is there; the stuff you have accumulated
through many years. I think one of the reasons that
people are loath to throw things away after so long is
not simply laziness or gross materialism. It is also an
emotional attachment, an island of stability in the cruel
world.

So after a year of moving half way across the
country, having a new baby, a new church, a new job,

and now finally a new house, I am ready for a little bit of

stability. Of course it is an illusion. Attachment to that
which is “stable” brings suffering. But for the time be-
ing, it feels so good!

May You Be Blessed Always,

Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder

June 7: Rev. Dr.Joshua Snyder — “Flower Communion
Service” This Sunday we will celebrate the Flower Com-
munion created by Rev. Norbert Chapek. Please bring a
flower to church; preferably from your own garden or a
place very dear to you.

June 14: Chalice Lighters Sunday: Shelley Page—
“A Cockeyed Optimist” Our guest minister for this special
service is an Intern Minister serving The Unitarian Univer-

salists of Central Delaware (UUCD) in Dover and is a recent

winner of JPD’s anti-racism sermon contest. We will cele-
brate with the music of Rodgers and Hammerstein. As in
the song, a cockeyed optimist is “stuck like a dope with a
thing called hope.” Thanks to help from Chalice Lighters
and dedicated people, the hopes of “cockeyed optimists”
became realities, as the newly chartered UUCD became a

presence in the state capitol. Don’t miss this special service

and a special surprise gift!

June 21: Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder — “From One Generation

to the Next” We will be celebrating Father’s Day. What do

we learn from our Dads? How do fathers impact our lives?

Come celebrate Dad on his special day.

June 28: Rev. Barbara Gadon — “The Joy of Doubt” We

all know we need faith. How else do we proceed with confi-

dence - with anything? Doubt is often depicted as the en-
emy of faith, and some kinds of doubt can certainly get us
stuck. Our faith, however, celebrates doubt as a necessary
part of the spiritual life. Come explore the joy of doubt.
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SUMMER PROGRAMMING
For CYRE

Summer programming began Sunday, May 24

Nursery care is available for Newborns to 3
year olds in room 7. Supervised activities for
children 4 years old through entering 6th
grade are also available. Enjoy stories, games
and crafts! Parents can sign their children in
as early as 10:00 a.m. and should pick up
their children immediately following worship.
Visiting families are welcome!
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Leap of Faith

Get Your Group On P

I read recently that adults with ADD have :
great difficulty making and maintaining friend- ~
ships. I thought, cross out ADD and put in
'averagely busy' and you're talking about most of
us. Spending quality time with friends takes a lot of effort: making
the phone call, planning what you'll do, matching calendars, and
pushing aside other things in your full schedule to actually do it.
If you'd like to have that person over, there's cleaning your house
to "company" standards, buying groceries and preparing a meal.
Makes me tired just writing these sentences. So we end up iso-
lated and lonely, minus the richness of intimate friendships. If
we're single, we spend too much time in front of our computers
or TV. If we live with family, we start to depend on our partners
and our children to be our only friends. (And we can still spend
too much time with computer and TV. Or work.)

The authors of the article suggested this remedy: join a

group that meets at a regularly scheduled time.
The Book Cllis You don't have to make the initiative or do a lot of
@ preparation. You just show up. Really.

[ think about the small groups [ have been
and continue to be part of, and how they have encouraged my
soul. There's my 12-step meeting that keeps me on track spiritu-
ally - as well as the social gathering beforehand that offers laugh-
ter and wild, rambling conversation. There's the writers' group of
my early '20s that told me my poems were beautiful and impor-
tant - when I despaired of anyone ever reading my writing.

There are various ministers' support groups that have
nurtured me as a person and as a professional. (A member of one
such group heard that the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington
needed an associate minister and urged me to apply.) All have
helped and continue to help grow my spirit.

Friends, we're gearing up for a new day
in small groups at our church. Starting now, we |
are layingg the groundwork for groupsgthat will S :ﬁw_"'l‘l\;, *Ir
help people form such life-saving friendships -
and just as importantly, explore their spiritual lives together as
Unitarian Universalists. They really go hand in hand. If we are a
faith that truly believes we learn from one another to grow a soul,
(and not just your Sunday preachers, brilliant though they may
be!) we need some way to connect and grow together. Small
groups are especially intended for newcomers to our church, and
people wanting to deepen their spirituality.

And we need folks to help make small groups happen. If
you are interested in helping, or you would like to learn more
about small groups, you will have several opportunities in the
coming months. Meanwhile, contact me at bar-

* h bara@firstuuwilm.org or call me at church dur-
g ing the week.
In Faith, Rev. Barbara
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“Religions of the Axial

Age: An Approach to the
World’s Religions”

Our lecture series on the Axial Age (800-

200 B.C.E.) and the faiths it spawned
continues:

June 7: No Class

June 14: The Quest for Liberation
June 21: The Vedantic Solution
June 28: The One and the Many

Join us at 9:30a.m. in Brunner chapel as
we discuss this creative and influential
era and how its developments continue
to impact our spiritual lives. The class
will take a Summer Break during July
and August and return on September
13th with “The Life of Siddhattha Go-
tama”.

Rev. Barbara is organizing a retreat for
October 9-10, a Friday evening through Sat-
urday late afternoon, at Temenos Retreat
Center in West Chester, PA. We will have
workshops introducing spiritual practices -
choose from centering prayer, mindfulness
meditation and journal-writing - with op-
portunities to continue with a group after
the retreat. In between workshops there
will be opportunity for worship, naps, walks,
a yoga class, and more. If you are interested,
it's not too early to let Barbara know - bar-
bara@firstuuwilm.org. And look for more
information about cost, scholarships, etc.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;

Children’s Religious Education
Starts at 10.45

Childcare is available from 10:00 to 11.50

VNN NN NNV VIV
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Children & Youth Religious Exploration
Family Cooperative Program

WE’RE TALKING

Join us as we explore What does it mean to be a cooperative pro-
i i ? Why is CYRE tive?
The Carrying Capacity of the Interdependent Web = 5 ™15 -7 8 COOPETARTe
aka What to Do With the Leftovers! A cooperative is everyone working together for

We will spend five weeks exploring compost- - the benefit of all. CYRE is a cooperative because
ing, worms, recycling and trash! This program the entire congregation is needed to teach and
includes a field trip to the Arden composting nurture our children. In order for all of our chil-
center! We are looking for volunteers willing dren and youth to have an amazing RE experi-
to drive for the field trip. Dates: May 31, June ‘ ence — developing their spirit, examining their
= 7 faith, asking questions, seeking truth - we need

7, June 14, June 21, and June 28.
Gardens, Butterflies and Bugs...Oh My! ~ EVERYONE working TOGETHER for the benefit

In July we're planning to work in our butterfly garden and

other gardens needing attention at First U. We'll We need teachers and assistants in the class-
learn about butterflies, bugs that are helpful to rooms on Sunday morning. We also need people
) our gardens and ways we can help provide agood ~ pyrchasing and delivering snacks, greeting visi-
4. habitat. Dates: July 5,12, 19, 26 tors, prepping classroom materials, working at

Please contact Catherine Williamson to register Fall Festival and many other jobs.

your children at Catherine@firstuuwilm.org or 478-2384.

The amazing thing is, when you do these things,

you meet more of the wonderful people in our

G e T - T T . e T T _I congregation. You make new friends. You be-
come friends with a child. You teach someone

! CO M I N G O F AG E 2009/2010  something important. You learn something

amazing. You become part of the community

| and truly feel part of the cooperative.

I Is your child entering 8th or 9th grade? Then be sure to
include Coming of Age in your schedule! This fall First

Unitarian Church of Wilmington is offering Coming of Age o _
| onSunday evenings. This program includes regular Sun- I’ How do you want to participate in the CYRE Co-

day evening workshops, community service, retreats and | operative this year?
| a recognition worship service. .

SAVE THE DATE: | Contact Catherine Williamson, Director of Reli-
| Sunday, August 30 10:30 am - Noon . gious Education, or Gina Small, CYRE President,
i Coming of Age Orientation I to find out how you can get involved for the
. for Parents and Rising Youth I benefit of all
I f o v o v o o omm or mmon omm r omm r o s o o n omm n o s o

We had a wonderful year in CYRE!

e QOur Rainbow Walkers (K/1) Created Home and Explored the World as they examined the ways in which our
church is our spiritual home and heard stories relating to Unitarian Universalist principles from all six
sources.

e Seekers (2/3) sought an understanding of their Unitarian Universalism using a Moral Compass and Tales
from our sources.

e (Questers (4/5) gained tools for understanding their faith as they explored Toolbox of Faith and explored Uni-
tarian Universalist sources to search for answers to questions such as: What is God? Why are we here? How
was the world created?

e The Jr. Youth explored theology through the media and had some great retreats at Cape Henlopen and North
Bay Adventure Camp!

Thank YOU to all of our wonderful teachers, assistants and advisors for making this such a wonderful year!
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Thank you for all who supported Big Music Sun-
day. A special thanks to the Counterpoint Soci-
ety who made it possible.

Want to join us? But your schedule is too busy?
Join the summer choir. Just two Sundays and
two rehearsals, watch the E-news and

order of service announcement page to Jja
find out when.

Also, [ will be forming a Music and Arts advisory
group this summer, if you are interested, please
contact me.

[ am also looking for children and youth musical

people to perform in our services this summer.
Contact me if you are interested.

This past year I focused on Rev. Josh's new min-
istry, and the wonderful CYRE program Cath-
erine has brought to us, next year my focus is:
MUSIC, MUSIC, ARTS AND MUSIC! Your ideas
are welcome.

s Scott Ward,
ﬁ Honorary Minister of Music

May is here which means it’s time to get our finances in order for
the end of the fiscal year on June 30, 2008. Please submit any re-
quests for payment or reimbursement to the church office prior
to the end of June for expenses incurred in this fiscal year. This
includes committee expenses.

Please also be sure to make any payments owed on your pledge
for 2008-2009 prior to June 30, 2009 as well. Don’t know what
you owe? Fran or Marina in the church office can look up your
records.

Thank you for your generous support of our church. Your contri-
butions of time and money make it possible for First Unitarian
Church to function, day in, day out, in support of liberal religious

ideals. We can’t do it without you! Taking care of business,

Marina VanRenssen
Business Manager

# ! $

(™ ) -

Would You Like to be a Church Mentor?

Church Mentorship is an exciting new

program in our congregation and is open to all. A

Church Mentor is anyone who assists new mem-
bers as they become acclimated to the

church: finding their way around, meeting other
members, learning about programs and activi-
ties. Itis essentially a buddy program—and
we're looking for families, couples, and single
adults willing to help!

Being a mentor, or a buddy, is more than
a check-in phone call once a month—although
that’s nice, too! It may be sitting with the new
member during the worship service; visiting the

playground after church if the new members have

children; accompanying the new member to cof-
fee hour and introducing them around; inviting
them to go with you as you participate in church
activities; it may even be attending new member
classes with them, just to keep them company.

This is an important ministry of radical
hospitality at our church, and a helpful, friendly
way to welcome new members into our commu-
nity. If you are interested in becoming a Church
Mentor, please contact Membership Coordinator

Susan Madison. (susan@firstuuwilm.org)

At the Annual Meeting, the following members were elected to
three-year terms of the Board of Trustees: Maggie Duffy, Bar-
bara Lenahan, and Michael Toll. The following members were
elected to two-year terms on the Nominating Committee: Flor-
ence DeRosa, Becky Laster and Barry Marrs. Biographies for
all can be found in the 2008-2009 Annual Report.

Congratulations to two of our church family who were honored
by the Joseph Priestley District this year: Karel Toll for his lead-
ership of growth in the district and Chris Kane as outstanding
district youth.

The Board thanks the ETF for their perseverance in the redesign
and implementation of our sign. It is a beautiful invitation to our
church. We look forward to our message to the greater commu-

nity being displayed prominently on 202.

— submitted by Nancy Pinson

%

Our condolences go to the family and friends of Phyllis Meyer
who died Saturday, May 16. Phyllis was a long-time member
before moving away about three years ago.

Our condolences go to Steve and Liz Marek, upon the death of
Liz’s mother, Betty Pawlowski, on May 12.

Don Beskrone is recovering from successful heart surgery. Cards
are appreciated.

Bill Wier is recovering from successful back sur-
gery. Cards are appreciated.

The staff welcomed our own Fran Grubb back to the
office as she continues to recover from a bad break
to her ankle. We are all so glad to have her back!
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Add Your Spark to Our Flame: Chalice Lighters

PRUNING PARTY

Add Your Spark to Our Flame: Chalice Lighters
“I believe that the growth of our faith can make a

difference in the world. I want to
f‘“"‘\\

make Unitarian Universalism more
~——| \ visible and available so that all who
want to share in this remarkable
\%_l// quest will be able to do so. Chalice
= Lighters is a form of social action.”
Ellen Cotts, Paint Branch UU Church
Through the donations of small amounts
of money by thousands of Chalice Lighters
throughout the Joseph Priestly District (JPD),
grants can be made to growing congregations.
These grants make a huge difference in the ability
of these congregations to expand membership or
find the resources to become viable congrega-
tions. One can find many individuals in these
growing societies who are overjoyed to find a lib-
eral faith congregation in their community. We
know what a difference First Unitarian Church has
made in our Wilmington community. Think of the
difference UU congregations can make throughout
the region. If you are not already a member, you
can enroll at www.jpduua.org.

Join us on Chalice Lighters Sunday, June
14 to share in the joy, to celebrate the expansion
of Unitarian Universalism, and to learn more
about what has been done and can be done by

each and every one of us. During Sundays in June,

at the Chalice Lighters table in the Parish Hall, a
video will show you what is happening in the
growing churches in the JPD. Members at the table
can tell you more about the role of our congrega-
tion and the Chalice Lighters in spreading our lib-
eral faith.

Join the Pruning Party at First U, Saturday, June 6. 8:30 - 11:30
a.m. Learn to prune and shape deciduous shrubs at home by
helping First U to prune their azaleas. Taught by Robert
Gadon. Six people are needed to attend a brief training session
on pruning, followed by practice on the 2 large, overgrown
azaleas in front of the church. The collected yard waste will be
removed by Robert to the county yard waste disposal facility.
The church has a limited supply of hand pruners and branch
cutters available. If you have additional tools, please bring
them. Be sure to bring your own garden gloves to protect your
hands. A tasty lunch will be provided by Robert afterwards as
areward for your hard work. Email Robert in advance at
'rgadon@verizon.net' if you plan to attend, so he knows how
many people to prepare lunch for. In case of rain, this event
will be rescheduled for late June or early July.

Grounds Clean-up Thanks!

The Building and Grounds Committee thanks the 25 people
who helped weed, mulch, and prune Saturday, May 9. The
church property looks so much better for your efforts. The
statistics are: 10 cubic yards of mulching, 1 pickup truck load
of branches to the county yard waste collection center, and
about 8 wheelbarrow loads of weeds to the compost bins.
And, the sheriff's posse chased a hundred dandelion roots out
of town!

Thank you to Renee Anderson, Noreen Bayly, Suzy Cornell,
John Davies, Jim Davis, Maggie Duffy, Bill Flack, Robert Gadon,
Charlotte Grabau, Jeff Granger, Ken Hostelley, Todd Newman,
Eric Olsen, Barbara Perry, Nancy Pinson, Pierre Rouviere, Eric
Rouviere, Pete Small, Terry Walls, Jim Weddell, David Weiss,
Kathi Weiss, Toyia Wheeler, and Bob Wynn. Our apologies if
we missed anyone's name. Please remind us that you helped.

A Call for Nominations for
Social Justice Monthly Offerings

IT'S ALLIANCE PICNIC TIME!

On Monday, June 1, at noon Alliance members and
friends will gather for our annual picnic. Our
hosts, Mary and Lew Collat, invite you to their
home at 100 Lands End Road, Sedgely Farms.

//\\f. Please bring a picnic food for four;
/ salads, sandwiches, fruit or des-
kﬁl}&& serts are suggested. This is a
< @ great time to enjoy all our
S~ friends and nature at our pre-
summer get-together and have a

fun time, too !! Need directions? Please call us at
994-0237. Mary Collat

&\ﬂ*

It has been our recent tradition to have a special monthly of-
fering dedicated to an organization or worthy cause that is
aligned with the mission or principles of our church. We are
again asking for your suggestions for recipients for our
monthly Social Justice offerings for the upcoming months. Sev-
eral local, national, and international causes have been recipi-
ents in past years. Feel free to nominate past recipients but we
also welcome new suggestions.

Please make your nomination in writing, either sent to the
Social Justice Team mailbox in the Church Office or sent to
Maggie Duffy (mdu@verizon.net) no later than June 10 to be
considered for collections for the balance of the calendar year.
Include the name of the organization, the contact person (and
your name, if you are not the contact person), a description of
the organization/cause and how the resources we might con-
tribute would be used. It would be helpful to know if there
happen to be any matching funds, to what extent the nominee
is already funded, and what type of accountability is provided.
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Here comes summer! é: i?

While many folks in our congregation think of T
summer as a time for a bit of rest and relaxa-

tion, the Board uses this time to prepare for the coming
church year.

This summer we’ll be taking some time to get
our new board members up to speed (welcome to
Maggie Duffy, Barbara Lenahan and Michael Toll!), and
to do the busy work of rolling our policy updates into
our governance documents. It’s the end of an annual
review cycle, and the changes we’ve noted all through
the year now need to be incorporated into our policy
documents (those would be our Ends, Executive Limita-
tions, Governance Process and Board-Executive Team
Linkages).

We'll also gather for a Board and Executive
Team retreat, to look at prioritizing our efforts for the
coming year. We'll reflect on our mission, our values
and our Ends, while we also keep in mind all the com-
ments we've heard from you this past year. From all
that we’ll make some choices on how best to move for-
ward in the new year at First Unitarian - a vibrant com-
munity of religious learning, of spiritual seekers who
are welcoming and caring, with a passion for social jus-
tice and the environment, who are dedicated to the
growth of Unitarian Universalism. (Do these sound fa-
miliar? Hope so - they’re our aforementioned Ends!)

So enjoy the beauty of this season, take some
time to relax, enjoy some time with family and friends,
and as our congregational covenant suggests, be mind-
ful to nurture your spiritual (and physical) health. We
all deserve it. And then get ready to hear about the lead-
ership’s plans for next year!

A World of Good Things -
from the Practical to the Wonderful

No Summer “Chats with the Leadership”

“Chats with the Leadership” will be taking a hiatus this sum-

mer, and return in the fall with a new format. If you have
suggestions, let us know. It's time to try something newl!

And we always value your input,
so don't hesitate to come to any Board or Executive Team
member with your ideas and comments.

tained by Scott and some of our choir members

(including the premiere of Jim and Lori Wed-
dell’s “First U Auction” duet!), fed fabulous food by Bar-
bara Perry and Henrietta McKelvey’s crew, and offered
spirited libations by George Zlupko and his band of
bartenders.

@ ur May auction was such fun! We were enter-

Everyone was in high spirits and the bidding
was fierce in both the silent and live auction portions of
the evening. Jan Shay, our live auctioneer, did a great
job at keeping the crowd both entertained and bidding
high. New this year was our “bountiful baskets” cate-
gory, which included a number of baskets donated by
groups within the church, including the choir, CYRE,
and high school youth group - many thanks to them for
getting in on the fun.

When it was all said and done, 104 people in
attendance had bid on 110 auction items, from 70 do-
nors, and we raised over $19,000. Thanks to Nancy Pin-
son and her financial crew, who made the checkout
process almost a breeze!

Thanks also to an auction committee par excel-
lence, including Jeff Lott and Pam Finkelman, our pub-
licity folks; Leslie Stanford, Kathy Samworth, Maggie
Duffy, and Lori Weddell, our donation recruiters; and
S0, SO many more.

For a complete report and list of auction items,
along with the donors and winners, see the Members
Area section of our Web site. [Donors and Bidders: If
you have not received an email containing your dona-
tion receipts and full report of all donations

and winning bids with accompanying con- ((}\u
tact information, please contact Cindy A )
Cohen at cindyscohen@comcast.net. ]

&—

Thanks to everyone who helped
make this year’s auction such a huge success!
Suzanne Perry and Cindy Cohen,
your 2009 Auction Co-coordinators

The theme for our Operating Campaign this year is “A New Direction” with our symbol being a
hand-held GPS device. With Rev. Josh leading the Campaign, pledge stewards met with individual members to discuss
the future of the Church and to solicit pledges for the upcoming fiscal year. As of May 6, the team has raised $555,500
from 226 pledge units. The outlook is that we will raise $606,000 and when combined with gifts from the Alliance and
Book Corner, we expect to raise $623,000 which is $19,000 more than last year. A number of members have signifi-
cantly raised their pledges, offsetting reduced pledges from a number of members most impacted by the global finan-
cial crisis. On average, for every one pledge unit that needed to decrease their pledge, two pledge units have increased
their pledge. Also, for the first time ever, we have 9 pledge units in the Warner Giving Circle. To all those who have
pledged and especially those who raised their pledge, your generosity is inspiring!!
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irst U’s Social Justice Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social justice.” Do you have information to share
about your social justice activity? Next Quest deadline is June 15. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com

Alternatives to Violence Project: Mentors in the Alternative to Violence Program (AVP) re-entry program help prison in-
mates as they prepare for release in strategic goals such as re-entry plans to practical matters such as planning for rides to work, as
well as providing emotional support. Interested in helping? For information, contact Janet Hall: jhall@cvty.com or 302-654-4290.

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA): Dr. Peter Schultz, the Director of the U.S. Climate Change Research Of-
fice, was in Delaware on April 29 giving talks in Dover at the Tatnall Building and in Wilmington at the Limestone Presbyterian
Church, a member church of the Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) started at our church. A video of his pres-
entation and his PowerPoint slides are available at: www.limestonepresbyterian.org. Reports of the research results the 13 federal
agencies coordinated by his office is on the web at: http://www.usgcrp.gov/usgcrp/default.php. A recent report, Climate Literacy —
The Essential Principles of Climate Sciences, is intended to be a guide for individuals, communities, and learners of all ages. The
introduction says, “To protect fragile ecosystems and to build sustainable communities that are resilient to climate change—
including extreme weather and climate events—a climate-literate citizenry is essential.” At: http://www.climatescience.gov/Library/
Literacy. For information, contact Chad Tolman: ctolman@udel.edu.

Emmanuel Dining Room: We're still cooking up a storm at Emmanuel Dining Room! If you can help in the church kitchen on the
19th of the month (typically we're there from 9 am to 1 pm), or would like to help serve at Emmanuel on the 20th (11 am to 1 pm)
we would love to have you. Contact Cindy Cohen (cindyscohen@comcast.net) to sign up.

Green Sanctuary Task Force: The Green Sanctuary Committee approved the purchase of 2 composting bins that are now being
used to collect our outside property compostable material. In addition, plans are underway for the purchase of a compost bin that we
will use in conjunction with our kitchen/food preparation material. Look for the new RECYCLING containers used in the Parish
Hall. If you have questions about our composting plans, please contact Judy Windle. Recycling questions can be directed to
Maggie Duffy. The committee plans to meet throughout the summer months. Please join us. Upcoming meeting dates will be pub-
lished in the weekly news. Contact Maggie Duffy at 610-358-5587 or mdu @verizon.net

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults): + , *T 0* when he recognized the contributions and
commitment of the folks at First Unitarian Church to youth aging out of foster care at a May 4 press conference for the opening of a
new facility at West End’s Lifelines Program. Thanks to all who have helped ILYA in this important effort.
+ % ) - Next month, ILY A will help young adults who are aging out of foster care celebrate their

high school graduation. Each spring we mark this event by giving a backpack filled with useful items to each of the graduates at a
pizza party. You can help with the celebration by donations of items such as towel sets, flashlights, calculators, umbrellas and $ to
buy gift/booster cards, and pizza. Stop by the ILY A table in the Parish Hall to sign up. Or contact Barbara Perry at per-
ryba@hotmail; 302-475-7929.

= PILYA is working to streamline training for would-be mentors of young people leaving foster care.
If you are interested in learning more, contact Caryl Carlson: ILY AO7@comcast.net

%" Itis no accident that Theodore Parker (and others since) described the arc of the moral universe as long. Achieving social
justice is a long-term effort, always borne of persistence and often pursued against great odds. But every once in a while, we win a
tangible victory that propels our work forward — renewing our confidence that the arc does bend and that it bends toward justice—
some headlines: “Pepsi Co. Adopts Human Right to Water,” “Victory in Darfur Divestment Campaign,” S. Africa Partner Appeals
Right-to-Water Ruling.” Read more in UUSC’s current issue of “Values in Action,” also on the UUSC web link: UUSC Values in
Action [info@uusc.org] Contact D.Dobbins@verizon.net

- % " The Welcoming Congregation Working Group meets regularly at First Unitarian. Helen Foss is the
interim contact. Feel free to reach her at helenfoss@verizon.net
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 The recipient for our June Social Justice Offering is Limen House, a half-way house for people recovering from alco-
» hol and drug abuse. The Wilmington facility offers a residential, therapeutic treatment program; with the capacity to
y treat 25 clients. Limen House has been in operation since 1969, making it one of the oldest and most successful half-
) way houses in the United States. It has been recognized by the State of Delaware for its excellence, and United Way
y, of Delaware has given it its highest rating. Past members of its Board have included Phyllis Wynn and Florence

: Rice. Please be generous.
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Check out our website at www.firstuuwilm.org

% I $ !
4, 0 - 0
Josh@firstuuwilm.org
$ ) + - ! % = 0 0 7
Barbara@firstuuwilm.org
- 0o - (i % 0% 0
iamscottw@aol.com
% - ! 3
Catherine@firstuuwilm.org -
- 7 $ - 110
Marina@firstuuwilm.org
# o+ ) $) 7/
Fran@firstuuwilm.or
s . © g LN/
Karen@firstuuwilm.org -
0— $
Terry@firstuuwilm.org _
- - ) %
Susan@firstuuwilm.org
i) -
! $ &
Rev. Snyder — Finance, Personnel, and Leadership Development

Rev. Gadon — Pastoral Care, Adult RE, and CYRE
Helen Foss — Social Justice, Growth, and Denominational Affairs %
Ruth Mette — Strategic Planning, Membership, and Buildings & Grounds

This QUEST covers June 1 to 30, 2009. The QUEST newsletter will cover events from July 1 to 31, 2009.
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.

) ! QUEST )0 12 ! ! 1 3 4
Any announcement suggestions for the & ! and the $ 3 must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also
besentto 5 6! 3 4 and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions

via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office.

vy, St Unitouwrion Chawrch Y
730 Halstead Road e +
Shaspley

. Wilmington, Delaware 19803
Phone: 302-478-2384 LUV

fax: 302-478-2622 T &9

Web: FurtUUWidm.org

June 2009

WELCOME:
The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware,
inspires lifelong spiritual growth. We promote religious
freedom and joyfully offer the transforming message of our
Unitarian Universalist principles to our community and
the world. We share a freely chosen faith that opens minds
and deepens understanding of life’s enduring mysteries. We
rely on reason, intuition, personal experience and diverse
religious traditions. As individuals in community, we
commit our hearts, minds and resources to this mission.
Sunday morning services begin at 10:30; Children’s Reli-
gious Education starts at 10:45.
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