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Newsletter of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware 
730 Halstead Road, Wilmington, DE  19803  ph:  (302) 478-2384  
Vol. 61  No. 6, covering events from June 1 to June 30, 2008 Quest 

     On Sunday April 27th, the First Unitarian Society in Wilmington 
called its 17th Senior Minister, the Rev. Dr. Josh Snyder.  Talk about an 
historical moment!  

     Josh is young, smart, a husband, a father, and, I hear, not a bad Guitar 
Hero player.  More important, he is the man you have chosen to lead you 
into the future.  Together you will nurture your spirits and help heal our 
earth. The future opens ahead of you. 

     For an interim minister, there is no prouder moment than when the 
congregation s/he is serving calls its next settled minister.  It feels like 
we really did a good job.  This attitude is somewhat egocentric but, hey, 
we all enjoy rationalizations that flatter us.   

     You are the ones who have done a wondrous thing!  You have moved 
through painful losses that included the full range of emotions – anger, 
sadness, and a certain distrust of your leadership. Much of the hurt and 
anger has been heard and integrated into our hearts acknowledging that 
you will never really know the whole story, that no one ever will.  Ac-
ceptance.   

     You have gathered the courage to move confidently into the future.  
The time is now.  How exciting is this? To work at becoming be what 
the scholar Diana Eck has already called us, the church for the new Mil-
lennium. This is a community committed to continue listening and re-
flecting on the needs of all.   
                                                   Blessings, 

     Arline    
P.S.  Although I will be moving home to Somerville on 16 June, I will 
continue to be your Senior Minister until the 1st of August when Josh 
assumes his new responsibilities.  Barbara and I will cover for one an-
other during vacations.  I will stay connected to you by email and tele-
phone.  I will return to Wilmington as needed and am committed to be 
here for a few days during the last week of July to meet with Josh and 
assist his transition.   

June 1     Rev. Arline Sutherland 

“Where Is Our Holy Church?”  We will be 
welcoming new members who have joined us 
since the last Thanksgiving.  We will thank 
the outgoing Board and Team Chairs for their 
work on our behalf and install the new Board 
and Team Chairs.  Arline will preach on her 
vision of church and reflect on this church 
year at First Unitarian Church in Wilmington.  
If you are planning to sign the Membership 
book on 1 June, please contact Susan Madison 
ahead of time at Susan@FirstUUWilm.org or 
302.478.2384 

June 2008June 2008June 2008June 2008    

 Musings  from Reverend Sutherland 

June 8  Catherine Williamson, DRE  
“Coming of Age Sunday”  Our Coming 
of Age Service each year is a powerful, per-
sonal expression of the beliefs of our young 
people as they reach the age of discernment.  
In our tradition, the Coming of Age Ceremony 
is the equivalent of a Bat/ Bar Mitzvah for the 
Jewish community or Confirmation for Chris-
tians.  It means a great deal to the young peo-
ple, their parents and our church community 
as we welcome the next generation into our 
midst.  It is rites of passage such as these that 
connect the generation across time.  The ser-
vice is invariably moving. 

June 15  Rev. Sutherland  
“Celebration Sunday!”  On this festive occa-
sion we will celebrate the experiences of the 
past year.  We will recognize our high school 
graduates with a Bridging Ceremony; reprise a 
few favorite moments; receive an award from 
the Unitarian Universalist Service committee 
for our active participation; and conclude with 
Flower Communion, our annual reenactment 
of the ceremony Capek created in 1943 in 
Prague.  Please bring a flower for each mem-
ber of your family to church that morning!   
This is Arline’s last service with us.  Please 
come to wish her farewell.  

See page 2 for the 
 summer worship 

 schedule. 

Upcoming Services 

WELCOME: 
The First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware, inspires lifelong spiritual 
growth.. We promote religious freedom and joyfully offer the transforming message of 
our Unitarian Universalist principles to our  community and the world.  We share a 
freely chosen faith that opens minds and deepens understanding  of life’s enduring mys-
teries.  We rely on reason,  intuition, personal experience and  diverse religious tradi-
tions.  As individuals in community, we commit our hearts, minds and resources  to this 
mission. 

Sunday services begin at 10:30;  
Children’s Religious Education starts at 10:45  

and childcare is available from 9:00  to 11:50 am. 
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E-News Guidelines Leap of Faith 

Joy in Motion 
 
            One of the nice things I did for myself during sabbatical was 
to join the YMCA and develop a more vigorous exercise habit. It sure 
gets easy to kid oneself vis-à-vis exercise, doesn’t it?  I finally had to 
admit that my narcoleptic strolls on the treadmill while watching “Sex 
and the City” reruns a few times a week were not keeping me in 
shape.  I was reluctant to take an aerobics class (so “eighties”, you 
know).  But then I just broke down and tried it.  I’m now in the “Tri-
Fit” class, or the Latin Dance Exercise class, almost every day.  I 
could quickly see that these teachers were pushing me much, much 
harder than I would ever push myself.  Usually there is some point in 
the workout that I think, “Oh no, I can’t possibly do that”.  And then I 
do it – mostly because I don’t want to look wimpy in front of my 
aerobics buddies, most of whom have at least twenty years on me.  I 
like being with them, trying to keep up with the complicated, ever-
changing movements.  I even like the ab crunches, because we’re all 
grunting our way through them together.  I like the locker room after-
wards, and the loveliness of our very ordinary bodies.  I’m amazed to 
say now, that I look forward to exercising every day.   

            For years, I had thought the best form of exercise for me was 
one that was cheapest, most convenient and private (read: under my 
control).  It turns out just the opposite is true.  Finding a community 
to learn and struggle with, showing up on a regular basis, being asked 
to pay strict attention (nothing causes more accidents than a wander-
ing mind during Miss Renee’s class, that’s for sure), preparing myself 
to be on time, and being pushed beyond my comfort zone – all cost 
more, but give me more joy than I could have found on my own.  Not 
too different from being part of a church, eh?   

See you in church… 

       Rev. Barbara 
 

      

 We are very excited that everyone 
loves to use E-news to spread the word about 
their activities in this church. People are so 
excited, in fact, that E-news recently had to be 
expanded to two different publications, one for 
church life and one for congregational busi-
ness.  

     All this excitement is wonderful, but it 
means that E-news is becoming too big.  

     Therefore we have set guidelines for E-news 
submissions: 

     E-news should only cover events within a 
week or so of publication. E-news sent out on 
5/16 covers Sunday 5/18, and events during 
that week, with a preview of the upcoming ser-
vice on 5/25. 

If other UU churches or organizations are hav-
ing events, and would like to put them in our E-
news, they will be placed at the bottom. First 
Unitarian Church’s activities will always take 
priority. 

We cannot list repeat requests for the same 
groups every week. Please try to use your E-
news space for special events and activities.  

     We believe E-news will be most effective if 
we keep it to a dozen or so announcements. 
Although there may be times when we will 
need to issue more than one E-news in a busy 
week, we cannot make this a regular practice. 

     E-news submissions should be concise and 
in a simple format.  

     Thank you for your understanding!  

Dear Church Friends: 
 If worship and community feed our souls, don’t we need to ‘eat’ in the summertime?  Once again, 
we offer you a delicious repast of summer worship.  We have brought back some of your favorite preachers 
and will introduce you to some new ones.  We hope you will join us for a feast for the mind and soul!  

 June 22    Rev. Barbara Gadon    August 3  Rev. Mark Ward, Minister of the  
 June 29    Scott Ward          Unitarian Universalist Church of Asheville, NC, 
 July 6    Rev. Barbara Gadon     and Rev. Lisa Ward, Minister of the  
 July 13     Rev. Keith Goheen,                                   Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Harford County, MD 
      Chaplain at Beebe Hospital, Lewes, DE   August 10   Rev. Kate Bortner, Retired Chaplain for 
  July 20    Rev. Libby Smith,                         the York City Police Department, York, PA 
                   Minister of the Lower Bucks Unitarian Universalist August 17    Rev. Nancy Dean, Minister of the Unitarian 

    Fellowship, Chaplain at UU House, Philadelphia, PA  Universalist Society of Mill Creek, DE 
 July 27    Rev. Barbara Gadon    August 24    Rev. Barbara Gadon 

       August 31   Medium Music Sunday – Scott Ward 

 

 

 

  
   

2008 Summer Worship Services — 10:30 a.m. 
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Notes from Scott Office Ministration 

AAAA     big thank you for all who helped make Big Music Sun-
day a success, especially to my friends in the choir. 

    The choir is a group of great people who get together once a 
week on Thursday night to practice, and have fun. The choir 
sings on two Sundays a month, and of course two Big Music 
Sundays during the year. Why don’t you think of joining us 
next year? No previous experience is required, and I offer 
one-on-one coachings to help get you started. 

    A good way to give it a try is to sing with our Summer 
Choir. We will get together twice during the summer to sing 
for two worship services. All are welcome. Look in Quest and 
the weekly E-News for those dates. 

    I am beginning to plan special music for next year, includ-
ing themes for our Big Music Sundays. If you have any ideas, 
please share them with me. 

    We already have some great things planned, the Wister 
Quartet will be back for a special concert, and we will have at 
least four recital and art shows in the Brunner Chapel and up-
stairs hallway. I’m always looking for visual artists who might 
be interested in doing a show. 

Looking forward to a fun and productive summer, 

     Scott 

Billy the Booster Buck sings a 

song of thanks! 

 

We had a great response to our 

 May Booster Buck promotion  

and wanted to say thank you 
to all our customers.  

If you haven’t tried using Booster 
cards before,  please stop by our table 
at coffee hour and try them out.  

 Taking care of business, 
    Marina 

TOP TEN REASONS TO TEACH IN THE CYRE PROGRAMTOP TEN REASONS TO TEACH IN THE CYRE PROGRAMTOP TEN REASONS TO TEACH IN THE CYRE PROGRAMTOP TEN REASONS TO TEACH IN THE CYRE PROGRAM: 

10.   10.   10.   10.   Kindergarteners know the best jokes. 

  9.     9.     9.     9.   If you come to church and sit around playing with clay and paint without 
the kids, people may look at you funny. 

8.   8.   8.   8.   You'll be surprised how much 4th and 5th Graders know about existentialism. 

  7.    7.    7.    7.  Teaching Sunday School isn't beneath Jimmy Carter, and he was the  
 President. 

  6.     6.     6.     6.   Because it's not anything like a committee meeting. 

  5.     5.     5.     5.   You get to read neat picture books again.  

  4.     4.     4.     4.   When’s the last time you had a discussion about whether the number of stars in the sky is  
 100 or infinity? 

  3.   3.   3.   3.   You'll be amazed about what you learn about UUism and your own spirituality! 

  2.   2.   2.   2.   You'll make new friends! 

 And Reason # 1 Reason # 1 Reason # 1 Reason # 1 why everyone should volunteer to teach in the Children and Youth Religious Explo-

ration Program is:  You will make a difference in a child's life.You will make a difference in a child's life.You will make a difference in a child's life.You will make a difference in a child's life.    

 Contact Catherine Williamson, DRE at catherine@firstuuwilm.org and let her know you are ready 
to be part of the fun and exciting CYRE Program! 

    In faith,   Catherine C. Williamson, director of religious education 

Children’s Religious Education RE ~ FLECTIONS  

 

Sunday School begins at 

10:45 after 15 minutes of 

worship in the sanctuary.  

Childcare is available 

 each Sunday  

from 9 to 11:50 am. 

The church office will be closed  

on July 4 for the  

Independence Day holiday 
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Groups and Events 

UU Christians Meeting ChangeUU Christians Meeting ChangeUU Christians Meeting ChangeUU Christians Meeting Change    

            For June, the UU Christian Fellowship will meet on the SECOND Thursday, June 
12, at 7:00 p.m.  If you’ve been considering joining us, this is your last opportunity before 
summer begins.  We serve communion and discuss a passage from the gospels from a lib-
eral perspective.  This month, we will explore the Woman at the Well. 

Godfrees 
The Godfrees will meet on Monday, June 9.  

It’s Alliance Picnic Time!It’s Alliance Picnic Time!It’s Alliance Picnic Time!It’s Alliance Picnic Time!    
 

     On Monday, June 2, at noon, Alliance members and friends will gather for our annual 
picnic.  Our hosts, Mary and Lew Collat, invite you to their home at 100 Lands End Road, 
Sedgely Farms.  Please bring picnic food for 4; salads, sandwiches, fruit and desserts are 
suggested. 
     Come and enjoy our pre-summer get-together when we’ll consider plans for next year 
and receive your annual $5 dues.  This is always a fun gathering.  Please call us at 994-
0237 for directions to our house.  Looking forward to seeing many old friends and new 
faces.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Honoring Rev. Arline on June 15th 
 

    We knew when she arrived that Reverend Arline would be with us for a short 
time. However, during her brief interim ministry we grew quickly to know and cher-
ish her. To our dismay, June 15 will be her final Sunday in the First Unitarian pul-
pit. Rev. Arline would prefer that our sadness become a celebration, so join your 
Board of Trustees, Executive Team and Staff following the service for a reception in 
her honor.  

 If you would like to offer a tribute, send along a poem or picture, or draft a 
personal message to Rev. Arline, please send it to the church office or fill out a card 
available in the Parish Hall on June 8 or 15th. 

  Instead of a farewell gift, Rev. Arline requested that we contribute to the Uni-
tarian Universalist Urban Ministry located in Boston, Mass. Information on the or-
ganization dedicated to those who are struggling for decent lives, can be found at 
www.uuum.org.  A special offering for this group will be taken at the June 15th ser-
vice and contributions payable to the First Unitarian Church (write "for UUUM" on 
the memo line) can be sent to the church office. 

RE ~ VIEW 
 

Wednesdays 
 Are 

 Wonderful 
 at First Unitarian Church! 

 

Starting next fall 
Worship will take 

place regularly on 
Wednesday evenings! 

 

4th – 6th grade and 
7th-9th grade Our 

Whole Lives Sexuality will 
take place on Wednesday 
evenings. 

 

A Homework Room 
and Fun Room will 

be available for children 
of all ages. 

 

The new Age of 
Reason rite of pas-

sage will be offered to 2nd 
and 3rd graders! 

 

Sunday School begins 

at 10:45 after  

15 minutes of worship 

in the sanctuary.  

Childcare is available 

 each Sunday  

from 9 to 11:50 am. 

SUMMER SUNDAYSSUMMER SUNDAYSSUMMER SUNDAYSSUMMER SUNDAYS    

UU and Dr. SeussUU and Dr. SeussUU and Dr. SeussUU and Dr. Seuss    

    Join us on Sundays Join us on Sundays Join us on Sundays Join us on Sundays     
this summerthis summerthis summerthis summer    

beginning June 22, in beginning June 22, in beginning June 22, in beginning June 22, in 
the Youth Center for the Youth Center for the Youth Center for the Youth Center for 

multi multi multi multi ----age programming age programming age programming age programming 
focused on Dr. Seuss focused on Dr. Seuss focused on Dr. Seuss focused on Dr. Seuss 
stories and UU values.stories and UU values.stories and UU values.stories and UU values.    

This is a 10 week This is a 10 week This is a 10 week This is a 10 week     
program which runs program which runs program which runs program which runs     
June 22 June 22 June 22 June 22 ---- August 31. August 31. August 31. August 31.    

RE: Calendar Dates to Remember 

June 8   Coming of Age Worship Service -                
              childcare provided during 
              the service. 
June 15          Intergenerational Worship 

June 22   Begin Summer Worship and  
                Multi-Age Children's Activities 
June 25 - 29     General Assembly 

July 6 - 11  Youth Group Work Camp                             
  in Washington DC 
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Social Justice at First Unitarian 

F irst U’s Social Justice Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social justice.” Join representatives 
of initiatives below for monthly meetings at First U on the second Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. Information to 
share? Next Quest deadline is June 15. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com 

 

 A Center for Relational Living's Delaware Women's AVP Re-entry Project 

Join members from each of the 3 New Castle County UU churches who have chosen to be mentors to women inmates 
who have participated in the AVP (Alternative to Violence Project) program and are being released from 
prison. Contact Rev. Paula Maiorano at 302-428-3850.  The next training weekend is May 30 – June 1, First Unitarian 
and UU Society of Mill Creek 
  

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) 

                          TO SAVE THE EARTH, DELAWARE MUST ACT  
(excerpted from a letter by Chad Tolman, Energy Chair, DE Chapter of the Sierra Club) 

 A just-published report by NASA’s Dr. James Hansen and other leading climate scientists, looking at Earth’s 
distant past, concludes that the long term sensitivity of climate to CO2 concentrations is twice as much as scientists 
had thought, with serious potential for catastrophe of monumental proportions. All the ice in Greenland and Antarctica 
would melt. The entire Delmarva Peninsula, not to mention most of the world’s largest cities, would be under water.  
The scientists conclude that our target for the limit of CO2 concentration should not be 450 ppm, but 350 ppm—less 
than we already have.  If they are right, the only reasonable course of action is a major global effort at all levels—
individual, family, county, state, national and international.  For the U.S. it will take a major mobilization, like what 
we did to get ready for WWII after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

 For Delaware this means an end to obstruction of the wind farm by Delmarva Power and some state senators, 
steps toward full development of the state’s abundant offshore wind resource… and leadership from Delaware’s Con-
gressional Delegation for national legislation to dramatically reduce GHG emissions. 

 This is a big order, but these are challenging times.  Each one of us must do his or her part.  We owe it to our 
children and grandchildren, and to generations still unborn.  
  

Emmanuel Dining Room 

Emmanuel Dining Room needs First U volunteers on the 20th of the summer months, too. Can you help? Contact 
David Weiss: david.weiss@state.de.us 
 

Green Sanctuary Task Force 

All are welcome to join us on Tuesday, June 10, 7:30 pm, for an update on our Green Sanctuary Baseline Assessment, 
and a report on May’s energy workshop at Main Line Unitarian. Contact Bill Johnson, billj15@verizon.net. 
 

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults) 

Thank you to those who donated to the special fund for the Deutsche Bank DE Individual Development Account 
(IDA) for young adults exiting foster care. The First U collection netted over $1500.  
 

UUSC (Unitarian Universalist Service Committee) 

UUSC was among the first to mobilize relief for the humanitarian crisis caused by Cyclone Nargis in Myanmar 
(Burrma). Thanks to everyone at First U who gave (almost $800) to this relief effort in May. 

There is still time to help! Crisis relief continues through UUSC in Myanmar, Darfur, Kenya, and for Katrina victims.  
Support these programs through First U or directly with UUSC: www.uusc.org.   
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Caring and Sharing 

June Special Offering on 3rd Sunday! 

  Good news came from Barbara and Barry Marrs as they have 
a new grandchild.  John “Jack” Marrs Gillie was born to their daughter 
Wendy on May 1, 2008.  He is the 4th grandchild, but the first boy in 
over a generation. (Barbara and Barry had 2 girls, and they have three 
grand-daughters.)  Jack weighed 7 lbs., 14 oz.  Congratulations Marrs 
family! 

 It was wonderful to see our dear Lois Kaylor in attendance for 
Big Music Sunday and the congregational meeting!  We keep her close 
to our hearts as she continues to recover from her shoulder injury. 

 Rose Dickerson is progressing nicely and will see the doctor 
soon to learn if she can begin weight-bearing rehab for her ankle.  She 
is also progressing well with the blood-clot, and she is feeling better.  
Her spirits are good as she looks forward to getting up and about. 

Share your happy or sad news with us by sending short ‘blurbs’ to the 
church office to Karen’s attention (karen@firstuuwilm.org). Gradua-
tions? Milestones? Babies? Weddings? Promotions?  We want to hear! 

June's “LAST SUNDAY OFFERING” will be held on June 15! 
 
 This month’s special offering is in honor and with great ap-
preciation for our Interim Minister, Rev. Arline Sutherland.   It is 
going to her “charity of choice” – the UU Urban Ministry in Boston 
with which she has worked for many years.   
 With a 200-year legacy, the Urban Ministry is concentrating 
today in the areas of domestic violence and at-risk youth.  The “Last 
Sunday Offering” is being collected early this month to coincide with 
Rev. Arline’s last Sunday with us.   Plan to give generously in Ar-
line’s honor! 

What’s New in our Church Library?  

 Peggy Ward Rawheiser’s eagerly awaited book, A History of 
Universalism in North Carolina, is now on our shelves! Peggy gener-
ously donated the book and her profit from sales at the May 2008 
Universalist Convocation in Massachusetts! Her work is an extensive 
update and expansion of the 1963 edition (Williams et al).  

 Dale Stratton has donated Richard Louv’s significant book, 
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit 
Disorder (2005). A must-read for all who care about children and the 
future of the earth! Other recent additions include: Green Sanctuary 
Manual (UU Ministry for Earth), and Practicing Peace in Times of 
War (Pema Chodron, 2006). 

 First U members and friends on our mailing list may check 
out books if able to return them within four weeks. Please legibly 
print your name and phone on the book card and leave it in the desig-
nated box; return all books promptly so others may enjoy them too. In 
the RE wing at the office hallway, the library is open Sunday morn-
ings and has a card catalog and resources for all ages.  
  Library Committee, John G. MacKinnon Memorial Library  

The following is from an e-mail sent to UUA or-

ganizations regarding the disaster relief efforts: 
 
From: Kara Smith  
Sent: Thursday, May 15, 2008 4:09 PM 
To: uusc@uusc.org 
Subject: UUSC-UUA Cyclone Nargis Relief Fund and China 
Earthquake Statement 
 
Dear Friend:    

     As you know, UUSC and the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association have launched a humanitarian 
relief fund to help survivors of the cyclone that 
struck Myanmar (formerly Burma) on May 3. 

     With wind speeds of up to 120 miles per hour, 
Cyclone Nargis pummeled Myanmar's Irrawaddy 
delta, killing an estimated 32,000 to 128,000 peo-
ple (according to the Red Cross). These figures, 
including the estimated 2.5 million people af-
fected, are subject to change since roughly two 
thirds of affected people have yet to be reached.  

     World news reports are chronicling the tension 
between the international aid community, which 
wants to roll out a massive disaster response, and 
the Myanmar government, which wants to control 
all aid delivery. Given that situation, many con-
cerned people are asking whether it makes sense to 
contribute to the relief effort. 

     This is a reasonable question but the focus on 
the international aid response to the disaster leads 
to an incomplete understanding of the situation. 
Since the storm struck, organizations with offices 
on the ground in Myanmar have, in fact, been 
leading critical – and effective – recovery work 
(around the clock) behind the scenes of the inter-
national aid debate. 

UUSC's response to the cyclone: 

     Because of the relationships formed in Myan-
mar and our existing partner relationships in 
southeast Asia, UUSC is now able to work with 
organizations on the ground delivering relief di-
rectly to affected groups. 

UUSC Statement on China earthquake: 

     A number of concerned constituents have asked 
if UUSC will be launching a relief fund to aid Chi-
nese earthquake survivors. After careful considera-
tion, UUSC has decided not to do so since the Chi-
nese government is mounting a robust relief effort 
and we feel it is important to concentrate on 
Myanmar where the situation is still desperate.   

Kara Smith 
Outreach and Mobilization 
Administrative Assistant 

UUA World Relief Efforts 
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Board Planks  

Strategic Planning Process Underway 

 We’ve done much work together over the past two years to 
understand our congregation’s values and develop our Mis-

sion-Covenant and statements of vision (Ends) for the church.  Now that 
we have these in place, the Board has begun work on the development of a 
Long Range Plan to lead us in achieving our vision.  Both Rev. Josh and 
Rev. Barbara are excited about our future, and being a part of this process. 
 

 Long Range Planning Committee being formed.   
The Board has begun the work of identifying people who might serve on a 
small team to organize and drive this effort, which will help chart our 
course for the future. We expect the process to take about 9 months, start-
ing in the fall.  Do you know people who can “think outside the box” and 
who love thinking about the future and possible change?  People who will 
listen to our congregation with open minds and then synthesize what 
they’ve heard?  Having helped to develop long range plans is a plus, as is 
skill in finding meaningful patterns in data, as we expect to include a 
demographic study in the process.  This team will be a subcommittee that 
reports to the Board and will include Rev. Josh, as the Senior Minister and 
leader of programs for First U. If you are interested in learning more or 
know people we should talk to, we encourage you to contact us. We expect 
to have a workshop during the next few months to explain more about the 
process with a plan to have a team in place by August.  Our goal is to have 
the team report their conclusions at the Annual Meeting in May 2009.  
 

Congregational Input Sought.   
Developing a long range plan requires broad participation from and con-
versation with the congregation. While the core planning team will be 
small (7 members), there will be a role for anyone interested in engaging in 
the process. The Long Range Planning Team will want to have conversa-
tions with people who: 

• understand our congregation’s history and culture; 
• have ideas for making step-change to live our mission 
  and achieve our vision; 
• have connections in the community who can help us understand 
  community realities; 
• know how to work with demographic data and drill down to find 
  what’s important for our planning; 
• have connections in the district and national offices who can help 
  us understand UU direction; 
• can review our ideas and recommendations and provide 
  comment; 
and more. 
 

This is an exciting time to be at First U. Look for the workshop details 
soon and plan to attend to learn more. Let your voice be heard as we shape 
our future together. 

New Board Members 

     Somewhat flustered during the Guardi-
ans of the Future" ceremony on Sunday, 
May 11, I neglected to name those who 
assisted me in removing computers from 
First UU for re-cycling. I, therefore, now, 
wish to thank Marina Van Renssen, Re-
becca Fisher, Suz Cornell and David 
Weiss for their assistance in this venture. 

      A number of First UU members have 
asked me for information and directions 
to the Delaware Solid Waste Authority 
facility where they can take electronic 
equipment for re-cycling. Please know 
that, in addition to home computers, TV's, 
radios, copiers, and similar equipment 
may also be dropped there. For large, 
heavy equipment, you may need to take 
assistance with you, since there may be no 
one there to help you. For more informa-
tion, please call 302-577-3457 or 
Info@DSWA.com. Before setting out, 
please call or go on-line to learn the hours 
during which the facility is open. I believe 
they are only open during the weekdays 
(no weekends) and during daylight hours, 
possibly closing at 5PM.  

     I have just learned that if you take your 
equipment to the Cherry Island Landfill 
facility and place it in the appropriate bin; 
someone will truck it to the Lambson's 
Lane facility for re-cycling rather than 
placing it in landfill. Electronic equipment 
from private residences will be re-cycled 
free of charge; businesses will be charged. 

   Bella Gier. 

Recycling  

 On May 18th, 2008, the congre-
gation held its annual meeting which was 
well attended and a most positive experi-
ence. 

  Nancy Pinson was voted in to 
office as the new President of the Board 
of Trustees, and Barry Marrs remains VP.  
Also joining the board are Marilyn Hyte 
and Jeff Lott. 

 We thank Dale Stratton for her 
dedicated and consistent hard work as 
president. And thanks go to Anna Hamil-
ton for her good service as a board mem-
ber.   
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Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 

Social Concerns - Helen Foss                  Membership - Ruth Mette 
Programs - Rev. Gadon Board of Trustees & Personnel - Rev. Sutherland 
Administration, Finances, Facilities & Communications  Steve Cohen       Treasurer         

This QUEST covers June 1 to 30, 2008.  The next QUEST newsletter will cover events from July 1 to 31, 2008.   
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  

  Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month. 

Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also 
be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions  

via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office. 
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