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Josh’s Journal
By the time you read this I will be in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan. The Upper Penin-
sula is one of my all time favorite places to be. It
is nature; no getting around that. Most of it is wil- m
derness and it seems that the lakes are so close % 23
you can reach out and touch them no matter where
you are. | love the peace, the tranquility, and the beauty of the place.
I need a nature fix every once and awhile, and this is when | get it.
That Tim Allen “Pure Michigan” ad campaign has been tor-
turing me for the past couple of months—dangling the plans of my
vacation right in front of me during some of the busiest and most
stressful parts of the church year. But now I can relax and recharge.

Get ready for August and the start up of the church year. But that is
all in the future. Now is the time to lay fallow for a season.

It is that way with the church too, of course. No institution
can go full speed ahead all of the time; particularly at the speed our
church operates. Teams and committees take a hiatus, and programs
shift into a more relaxed gear than they do in the frenetic pace of Sep-
tember and October. Of course church is still going on. Rev. Barbara
will be preaching a good deal and she has lined up many exciting
speakers on Sunday morning. | hear from Scott that there are some
nice musical surprises in store as well this summer. Please plan to

M come to church. A couple of the speakers are so compelling
O‘Q that I might be sitting in the back of the sanctuary with sun-
glasses and a baseball hat on, just so that I can enjoy them
too! Come to church and see if you can spot me in the back pew...

Here is to a time of rest and renewal. | will be doing some
office hours this summer following vacation and before my study
leave. Call the church office to make an appointment or leave a mes-
sage.

oO/1 2 2 3

Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder

July 4: “Changing America. Prospects and
possibilities for a fabulous future.” led by
Rev. Lyn Oglesby. Our Rev. Lyn Oglesby
will discuss hopes and dreams for a better
America, and how we might contribute to
transforming ourselves, our citizenry, and our
country.

July 11: ""A Note from Corinth” led by Rev.
Keith Goheen. Rev. Goheen will reflect on
the heart of a love letter when Love is hard to
find. The Reverend Keith Goheen serves as
Chaplain to the patients, families and staff at
Beebe Medical Center in Lewes, DE

July 18: “The Spiritual Life of Food™ led by
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon. Feeding people,
being fed, and breaking bread together are
basic to human life. Many cultures and relig-
ions have important rituals over the sharing
of food. Why is this so important? Why
does it get complicated? What is the spiritual
life of food?

July 25: “Twenty Years and Counting” led
by Rev. Dr. Richard Speck. Dr. Speck cele-
brates twenty years of UU ministerial ordina-
tion in the fall. He has been the District Ex-
ecutive of the Joseph Priestley District for ten
of those years. He’ll explore what he has
learned about ministry and life that might be
of use to others. In addition to serving as our
District Executive, Dr. Speck is now a mem-
ber of our church, along with his wife, Janet
Tillman.

Join the Summer Choir!

No previous experience needed! The Summer Choir will sing July 18.
A short rehearsal will be Thursday, July 15 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. The music will be accessible and fun. Contact Scott if you have
any questions. Anyone age 10 and on are welcome.

In Music,

Scott

Sunday morning services begin at 10.30;

Adult Religious Education classes at 9:30 a.m.
(with a break in August.)

Chidren: July 4 — August 8

Kindergartners — Fifth graders: Join Alison in
the Youth Center
Newborns — 5 years: Join Toyia in Room 7
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Leap of Faith

Alliance: Looking Ahead

"Think Tank" o

Rev. Josh and | have been participating in a local B,
group of UU colleagues once again trying to answer the OLG
perennial question, "What is our message?" We have had a
wonderful time, sharing our experiences of faith that we &
feel shape the core of Unitarian Universalism as we under- *
stand it. Based on these conversations, we were asked to

write a statement that captures our core message. As | write this
column, we are about to share our statements with one another,
to see if we can reach consensus. The Eve of Greatness, if you
will. Do or die. Will we actually come up with anything? Stay
tuned. Meanwhile, I thought | would share my statement with
you. (Note: you will notice several mentions of the word
"God" in mine. My theory is that if | put in several, one or two
might make the final draft.)

Unitarian: God is one. God is larger than any one text, story,
teacher, image or experience. And yet God is felt — in commu-
nity, in love, in justice. Finding God’s oneness means opening
your heart, mind and soul as a regular practice. It means being
humbled and taught by experience — your experience as an indi-
vidual, and the shared experience of community. It means serv-
ing and caring for others, and for the world. It means seeing
God in others and in yourself. It means believing that you are
connected to the whole, to something larger than yourself — and
acting that way.

Universalist: All are saved. Everyone is worthy of love, and
no one is beyond redemption. Everyone deserves a place at the
table of prosperity, affection, community and dignity. There is
no arrangement of the saved and the damned, the included and
the excluded — in this life or the one after. (You could either
say that God loves us too much to do such a thing, or that it sim-
ply doesn’t make sense.) We are all connected, we all matter.
Saving the world means believing that everyone matters, and
acting that way.

These beliefs require great honesty, patience and commitment.
They are not self-evident in the world. They must be held up in
the midst of great contradiction — experiences of evil, emptiness
and despair — and therefore require community — since no one
person can hold them up by themselves. We need models and
heroes — both personally known and great teachers — to help us.

Why does our existence matter? People need to find healing and
wholeness within a community that gives them opportunities
gl to give back, and to help heal the world.

Rev. Barbara

It's time to mark your calendars
for our annual Fall Festival on Satur-
day, November 6, 2010.
@ Start saving your donations!
We’ll need books, white elephant
|tems, children's clothes and toys,
plants, etc.
We need lots of helpers, too. The
kitchen, dining room and the shops all *
need willing hands. So think about @

how you would like to take part in this -
great social and fundraising event.

Everyone says the enjoy-

ment and sociability far exceed the
Publication Deadlines

time and energy given. More de-
tails will be published soon.
The Submission deadline for
QUEST is by noon on the 15th of
>_each month for events the following
% month.

Any announcement suggestions for the
Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news
must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also be
sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be
placed according to available space. If possible,
please make submissions via E-mail. Otherwise,

neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen
Rockhold’s mail box in the church office.

Help With the Job Search
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On Friday, July 23, at 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
I First Unitarian will start a new group focused on
helping people with the challenge of looking for
ajob.

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon
and others, the Job Search
Work Team will be a task-

I oriented group that keeps job-
seekers company, as well as on track with send-
ing resumes, making contacts, and staying posi-
tive in the job search. They will use the book,
“The Unwritten Rules for the Highly Effective

IJob Search” by Orville Pierson, which will be
provided for members.

IThe group will meet weekly. For further infor-
mation, call Rev. Gadon at 478-2384.




Check out our website at www.firstuuwilm.org

Adult RE Classes June 2010

Summer CYRE

The Sunday Adult Forum will conclude its Ex-
ploring the Roots of Religion lecture series at
the end of July and begin a new series of lectures
on Ingathering Sunday in September. Here is the
Forum schedule of topics for July:
July 4: “Ethics: The War on Drugs”
discussion hosted by Jim Davis
July 11: Mountain of the Gods at Angkor
July 18: The Stone Heads of Easter Island
July 25: Faiths Lost and Found
The “Religion and Ethics” series hosted by Jim
Davis will meet on August 1* as scheduled. All

Forum classes are held in Brunner J@L

July 4 — August 8

Join your UU friends for fun, games and crafts! Put on your sun-
screen, we’ll be playing outside!

Kindergartners — Fifth graders: Join Alison in the Youth Center

Newborns — 5 years: Join Toyia in Room 7

RE ~ Treat

Chapel on Sunday mornings from
Susan’s Membership Message

9:30 to 10:15a.m. The lectures and
discussions are open to all.

“Paddle backwards!” That phrase
still rings in my ears from time to
time. | learned it about twenty-five
years ago in a class on white-water
canoeing. My instructor was a na-
tionally ranked white-water enthusiast who
taught me everything from how to “read the
river” to how to swim the rapids. “Paddle back-
wards whenever you find yourself in fast, turbu-
lent waters,” he said. “It will slow you down,
and give you time to think and make decisions.”

Gratefully, 1’ve never forgotten that, since | have
found myself in metaphoric rapids many times
since. “Paddle backwards!” | remind myself
when | feel like I’'m in over my head. It never
fails to slow me down and provide me think-
time.

Sometimes during the busiest parts of our church
year, it can feel like we are caught in the swiftly
moving white water of programming and teach-
ing; it takes effort, at times, just to keep our
heads above water. “Paddle backwards,” I re-
mind myself and before | know it, I’m calm and
moving smoothly through the rapids.

I’m looking forward to the summer months and
smoother waters. | will still be here to greet our
newcomers with enthusiasm, but don’t be sur-
prised if you notice I’m paddling slower.

Have a terrific summer, and remember to paddle
backwards if things get crazy!

Susan Madison,
Membership Coordinator

Fall Church Retreat!

Saturday, October 2 at 9:00 a.m.
through Sunday, October 3 at 12:00 noon
YMCA Camp Tockwogh
Worton, MD 21678

Come one! Come all!

The Family Ministry Team is pleased to sponsor a Fall Church Retreat
for all interested members.

Fall is a busy time of year as kids get back to school and fall sports and
other activities swing into gear. Give yourself the treat of a weekend
to bond and relax with other church members. Plan to take one
weekend off from the usual hustle for an enriching and spiritual

experience.

Join us for:
WORSHIP GROUP BONDING
UU FUN and GAMES ARCHERY
CANOEING NATURE HIKES

Come play and worship with your UU friends. This is going to be a
great time for all ages!

Cost:  $60.00 per person*

meals

activities

lodging in the “rustic” cabins

(a short walk to a shared bathroom & shower house)

For more information about this event check out the Fall Retreat Infor-
mation on the web site (www.firstuuwilm.org) or talk to one of the
Family Ministry Team members at coffee hour on Sunday. Registra-
tion information will be available soon, so stay tuned.

Thanks,

The Family Ministry Team

! ' # $ % & &

" & $ ( ) % $ - >

*1t is our intent that all children, youth and families have the opportu-
nity to participate in all First Unitarian Activities regardless of ability
to pay. If you and/or your family are unable to pay the fee please con-
tact Catherine Williamson, DRE or one of the First Unitarian Ministers
regarding scholarships.
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Office Ministration

time position to a part-time position of 30 hours per week. In order to keep things running smoothly, the fol-

In the budget passed for Fiscal Year 2010-2011, the position of Business Manager has been cut from a full- Q
ﬁ
%
lowing changes will occur:

I will no longer work on Sunday mornings. Booster card sellers and the Sunday Office volunteers
will have new instructions which will compensate for this change.

I will also be transferring my oversight responsibilities for the building to Rev. Josh. Terry Walls will report to
Rev. Josh as of July 1.

I will remain available to consult on building issues.

My focus will be on financial operations and human resources of the church.
I will continue in my role on the Executive Team.

I will be working to develop a Communications Task Force.

I hope that our congregation continues to grow over the next couple of years, and perhaps at some time in the future the
position of Business Manager will return to full time. In the meantime, however, this new arrange-
ment will allow the office to continue to operate effectively in this difficult time. Please feel free to
contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Taking care of business,

Marina VanRenssen
Business Manager

Summer Worship

Here it is: a sneak preview of all the great worship services at First U for the summer of 2010! In addition
to these wonderful speakers, our worship will be enhanced by special music from soloists from our congre-

<<=/ gation and music students from the Music School of Delaware. As always, services start at 10:30 a.m.
Child care is available. Come, refresh your spirit!

July 4: “Our Changing America: Prospects and Possibilities for a Fabulous Future” Led by Rev. Lyn Oglesby,
Minister of the Unitarian Universalists of Central Delaware (Dover)

July 11: "A Love Note from Corinth” led by Rev. Keith Goheen, Chaplain to the patients, families and staff at
Beebe Medical Center in Lewes, DE

July 18: “The Spiritual Life of Food” led by Rev. Barbara H. Gadon

July 25: “Twenty Years and Counting” led by Rev. Dr. Richard Speck, Joseph Priestley District Executive,

celebrating 20 years in the Unitarian Universalist ministry
August 1: “Salvation Right Now” led by Rev. Barbara H. Gadon

August 8: “Embracing Being a Heretic for Love", led by Rev. Rebekah Montgomery, community minister for the
River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation and army chaplain with the Army National Guard

August 15:  “Music in our Lives” led by Scott Ward, Honorary Minister of Music
August 22:  “A More Interesting God” led by Rev. Barbara H. Gadon \4
August 29:  “The Rapture for Progressives” led by Rev. Barbara H. Gadon

September 5: Medium Music Sunday: Ralph Vaughn Williams, led by Scott Ward, Honorary Minister of Music

Remember! The Sanctuary and Parish Hall are Air Conditioned! Be Cool! Come to Church!

Page 4




Check out our website at www.firstuuwilm.org

Special Campaign to Close Budget Gap: SUCCESS

UPDATE:

WE DID IT!!

Supplemental Campaign Restores

Two Key Positions to Full-Time
The focus of the supplemental pledge campaign was to ensure
that the positions of Director of Religious Exploration and Music Director
would remain at full-time in the 2010-11 church year, starting in July.
Thanks to the generous support of 98 members,
the campaign raised $45,455, far surpassing the $26,000 goal

set by the congregation at the May annual meeting.

Thanks to everyone's generosity in both the regular and supplemental campaigns, we not only kept full-time
funding for the two positions, we raised gifts and pledges that EXCEED the budget.

Thank you for your generosity!

Vacation: Area UU Groups Invite You To Visit This Summer

Bring back a bit more from your summer travels this year than a box of salt water taffy and some sand in your shoes.
Whether your plans include a trip to the “shore,” the “ocean” or the “beach,” or perhaps a bit of antiquing on the Eastern
Shore, attending a Sunday service at a nearby UU congregation or fellowship is a great way to make new friends, too.

If you’re in their area, members of these congregations invite you to attend their services and look forward to meeting
you soon:

Unitarian Universalists of Southern Delaware
www.uussd.org / (302) 645-6334
33739 Marsh Road, Lewes, DE A

\
Sunday, 10 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the South Jersey Shore \
www.uucsjs.org / (609) 965-9400 ‘H ' /
North entrance to Richard Stockton College, at the corner of Pomona Road and Lleblg =/

Street, Galloway Township, Atlantic County
Sunday, 10 a.m.

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Easton
www.uufeaston.org / (410) 822-8103
7401 Ocean Gateway (Route 50), Easton, MD, across from Easton H.S. athletic fields
Sunday, 10 a.m.

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Salisbury
www.uufs.net / (410) 749-0264
2812 Old Ocean City Roead, Salisbury, MD
Sunday, 11 a.m.
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Board Planks

ow that the annual meeting is behind us, the Board

is renewing its efforts this summer to bring pro-
posed changes to the bylaws to the congregation sometime
during the fiscal 2010-2011 year. In August, we will hold our
annual leadership retreat with the Executive Team to plan our
work for the year. One of the key tasks of the Board this year
is to clarify the priorities that guide the long-term program-
ming for our church.

There are so many people we could serve. Who must we
serve? Children and youth? Families? Young adults? Seniors?
Those who are suffering? Children in our community? Other
UU congregations? The broader UU movement? Others we
could name?

And why must we serve them? For instance, why serve chil-
dren and youth? Here is an example of the difference we
might make in their lives. Children and Youth who participate
in our programs:

are prepared to lead lives of spiritual self-examination and
practice,

have broad knowledge of religions of the world and are
prepared to interact respectfully with people of different
beliefs,

have specific knowledge of Unitarian Universalism,
have high ethical standards,

have the knowledge to guide their decision making about
life choices, and

are prepared to serve others in the community.

If we had to choose among these values, which are most criti-
cal?

Finally, what are we willing to commit to live our unique pur-
pose as First Unitarian Church? From another perspective,
what must we give of our time and financial resources to make
a difference — or stretch to make an even bigger difference?

These are among the questions we are addressing this year.
We will be looking for ways to engage the congregation in this
discussion. In the meantime, please talk to
a Board member to let us know your
thoughts. The priorities we determine will
help guide the Executive Team in develop-
ing programs over the next several years, as
well as staffing for those programs.

\ il 7

Jnl u.\'b‘
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July & August
Social Action Offering

Our Special Collection for July and Au-
gust is for Murray Grove Association. Murray
Grove, located in Lanoka Harbor New Jersey
(just south of Toms River) is of historical signifi-
cance to our movement. There, John Murray
presented in 1770 what is widely accepted as the
first known Universalist sermon in the United
States. Thomas Potter, the land owner, built a
church on his property in Good Luck (now
Lanoka Harbor) New Jersey, in hopes that some-
one would arrive to offer a sermon that embraced
the concept of universal salvation.

For more information, go to their web
site: www.murraygrove.org.

Please be as generous
as you can!

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee:
Gulf Coast Oil Spill Disaster

UUSC is strongly recommending that we Unitar-
ian/Universalists put our values into action with
regard to the BP oil spill disaster in the Gulf by
doing the following:

1) call, write, or email BP (bppress@bp.com)
and express your concerns for the environ-
ment and the livelihood of people in the Gulf
region;

2) communicate with your Senators and Repre-
sentative that you want them to support Bill
S. 3305, the Big Oil Bailout Prevention Li-
ability Act of 2010;

3) make it personal—if you know people in the
Gulf region, give them the moral support that
they may need to deal with the psychological
impact of this disaster;

4) suggest actions that we might take as a
church to assist our fellow citizens around
the Gulf.

Your voice matters. BP has already responded to
emails and calls from UUSC members—qgo to
Www.uusc.org to read the response and see what
action UUSC is taking. To learn more about
UUSC, or to be involved, contact Doyle Dob-
bins: D.Dobbins@verizon.net.

%?uusc
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Social Justice at First Unitarian

girst U’s Social Action Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social action.” Do you have information to
share about your social action work? Next Quest deadline is July 10. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com.

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA):

The Climate Change Task Force (CCTF) of the US League of Women Voters, on which I serve, has produced a web-based
Toolkit for Climate Action, with information and resources - including web sites, books, reports, magazine articles, DVDs,
and museum exhibits - for anyone concerned about energy and climate change science and policy. There are sections dealing
with ethics, national security, and climate skeptics. The site will be updated regularly to keep it evergreen. At:
http://participate.lwv.org/c/9217/t/6398/p/salsa/web/common/public/content?content_item KEY=3766

If you haven’t seen it, | highly recommend a new book by James Hansen, Storms of My Grandchildren — The Truth

about the Coming Climate Catastrophe and Our Last Chance to Save Humanity. It’s clear, sobering, and hopeful.

Now is an important time for you to let your U.S. Senators know that we want them to support strong energy/climate
legislation - before everyone is preoccupied with elections this year - that will promote energy conservation,
improve energy efficiency, and help develop clean renewable energy sources like offshore wind and solar
power. We also want them to oppose efforts by Senator Murkowski of Alaska to strip EPA of its authority under

“ ~— the Clean Air Act to reduce emissions of carbon dioxide from automobiles and power plants. Delawareans can
ﬁ% reach Senator Carper’s Wilmington office at 573-6291 and Senator Kaufman’s office at 573-6345. Everyone
can find senators’ phone numbers and email addresses at:
http://libertyandpride.com/government-contacts/senators/?type=senate&pg=1
Green Sanctuary Committee members and others will be circulating a petition after church to Delaware’s Senators
for a strong energy bill. If you live in Delaware, please sign it and call. Thanks for your help in this important work.. —Chad
Tolman: chadtolman@verizon.net

Emmanuel Dining Room — Our monthly outreach for Emmanuel Dining Room is going well.

-- We're still cooking ... and in June the 19th and 20th fell on a weekend, so we were thrilled to see even more
new faces helping out. Would love to have you join us! (Contact Cindy Cohen at cindyscohen@comcast.net to
sign up for the cooking/serving crew.)

-- And dining ... our June diners were treated to Caribbean Night, courtesy of the Sisters of the Caribbean and their Cabana
Boys. And July features our most popular dinner: the Tuscan Table, hosted by Dan Butler and the staff of Toscana to Go.
(Contact David Weiss at kdweissl@verizon.net for a seat at an upcoming International Night.)

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults)

The lack of housing and transitional living services for youth who age-out of Delaware’s foster care system is one of the most
tragic realities of a child’s foster care experience. Youth often find themselves discharged from the foster care program with
nowhere to go. This year, Delaware State Housing Authority (DSHA) was awarded vouchers that can be used to provide
housing assistance to youth between 18 and 21 years of age who have left foster care and need affordable and decent housing
in a safe environment. Despite help from the vouchers, some aged-out young adults are not able to afford all expenses related
to obtaining housing, for example, security deposits. ILY A provides help with these expenses through Supportive Grants to
qualified young adults. To find out how you can help ILYA lend a hand to these young adults, contact Betty Wier
(bwier@udel.edu; 302-475-6751)

Meals on Wheels — New at First U!
This new program has already attracted a number of First U volunteers, but — as you can see — more are always
needed. Can you make space for this rewarding effort in your weekly schedule? Take a minute to read...

What is really involved in delivering Meals on Wheels:
Once a week, you and a partner (navigator) report to the designated meal delivery location:
Hockessin/ Millcreek / Christiana Area: Methodist Church at Rts. 7 & 4

Talleyville / Claymont Area: Church next to Chatham on Silverside Road
At 11:30, the delivery truck brings boxes of hot and cold food. You load your car and follow the route instruction sheet, gen-
erally making 8 to 10 deliveries. At each drop off, you have the chance to have a friendly interchange. You are often the only
other person the recipient will see that day. Within an hour you complete your list and return the boxes to the pick-up site,
returning home with a feeling you have made a real contribution for less than two hours of your time.
To help, or to learn more, contact Bob Ulrich: robertullrich@comcast.net
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Church Staff

Board of Trustees

Reverend Dr. Joshua Snyder
Reverend Barbara Gadon
Scott Ward

Catherine Williamson
Marina VanRenssen

Fran Grubb

Karen Rockhold

Terry Walls

Susan Madison

Reverend Dr. Robert Doss

Executive Team Portfolios

Rev. Snyder—Membership, Leadership Development, Social Justice, Growth, Long

Senior Minister
Josh@firstuuwilm.org

Minister of Adult Programs and Pastoral Care

Barbara@firstuuwilm.org
Honorary Minister of Music
iamscottw@aol.com

Director of Religious Exploration

Catherine@firstuuwilm.org
Business Manager
Marina@firstuuwilm.org
Administrative Assistant
Fran@firstuuwilm.org
Program Administrator
Karen@firstuuwilm.org
Building Supervisor
Terry@firstuuwilm.org
Membership Coordinator
Susan@firstuuwilm.org

Minister Emeritus

Range Planning, Buildings and Grounds

Rev. Gadon— Pastoral Care, Adult RE, CYRE, Family Ministry

Marina VanRenssen—Finance, Personnel, Green Sanctuary

X
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Nancy Pinson President

Maggie Duffy Vice President
Barbara Lenahan Recording Secretary
Richard Flanagan Trustee

Marilyn Hyte Trustee

Jeff Lott Trustee

Suzanne Perry Trustee

Margaret Sheridan Trustee

Michael Toll Trustee

Non-Board Officer

Steve Cohen Treasurer

This +, (" covers July 1 to 31, 2010. The next +, 1 (' newsletter will cover events from August 1 to 31, 2010.
+, I'( isamonthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.

Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month.
Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also
be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions
via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office.
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Phone: 302-478-2384
Fax: 302-478-2622
Web: FirstUUWilm.org
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Our Purpose:

First Unitarian Church is a
caring, diverse faith commu-
nity, rooted in UU principles,
inspiring and celebrating lives
of inclusion, justices, and love.

Wilmington, Delaware 19803
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