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A ugust is one of my favorite times of the church year.  It is 
a time when everything is possible and none of my hopes 
and dreams for the church have to contend with that 

pesky nuisance called “reality”!  There are a lot of exciting plans and 
schemes we are working out for next year; there is so much good 
stuff in the church to build on.  But for now I am in that sweet state 
of “anticipation.” 
 Our dreams are always so perfect aren’t they?  Plato said 
that perfection was possible in the realm of forms and ideals, but 
never in the concrete or the actuality of  day to day life.  This is true 
of course, but it is a very tragic way to look at the world.  In this 
sense everything falls short of perfection.  I have an idea of what a 
chair is, and this idea can be perfect, but no actual chair can ever 
live up to my ideal.  Reality is always disappointing. 
 That is until we get to our Zen philosophers.  One monk was 
asked which days were better, the days leading up to the rainy sea-
son or the days after?  The rainy season in India was a time when 
people had to stay indoors protected from the weather, so they had 
to live their lives in between rainy seasons.  When asked this ques-
tion, the monk responded, “Every day is a fine, fine day.” 
 What a much better view of the world!  Everything, every 
day is a moment of our being.  The concrete and particular are not 
disappointments or tragic approximations of our perfect ideals be-
cause these ideals are really just illusions.  They are make believe.  
The real stuff is the concrete, the actual and the mundane parts of 
our lives.  I am all for dreams and visioning and getting excited 
about forward thinking.  But we cannot ever forget to celebrate the 
here and now, the present moment of our life.  For it is only in that 
present moment that we exist. 
 So let’s hear it for the boring and the unexciting, but all too 
necessary aspect of the world that sits before our very eyes.  Be-
cause when we see life as it is, without our illusions or make believe 
ideals, we will see that the so-called mundane is sacred.  The boring 
is worthy of our celebration.  Even if you don’t go anywhere this 
summer, know that “every day is a fine, fine day.”  Let us live each 
day in such a manner as to be worthy of that insight. 
  May You Be Blessed Always, 

                 Rev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua SnyderRev. Dr. Joshua Snyder 

August 2:   Susan Madison — “Meeting Our 
Edge”   Our Membership Coordinator, Susan 
Madison, will share her thoughts with us. 
 

August 9:  Jim Symonds — Jim is a member of 
Mill Creek and often preaches there. Some of 
you may have attended the wonderful 
‘Wednesday at First U’ service he did for us last 
winter. 

August 16:  Keith Goheen —  Keith is a UU min-
ister who serves as chaplain at Beebe Hospital 
in Lewes, Delaware.  Our Summer Choir is back 
again. 
 
 

August 23:  Rev. Barbara Gadon —  “Israel and 
Palestine: In Our View.”  Barbara and her fellow 
travelers will share stories and insights from 
their trip to the Holy Land last spring. 
 
August 30:  Rev. Barbara Gadon —  “Persistent 
Miracles”   Stories of miracle healings abound in 
the stories of Jesus and other spiritual leaders, 
and they are alive and well in our current 
imagination.  Are they true?  Are they just 
propaganda or wishful thinking?  In the modern 
era, what good are these stories and why do 
they persist?       

Josh’s Journal  Upcoming Services 

August 2009August 2009August 2009August 2009    

Senior Minister’s Summer Hours 
Rev. Josh will be in the office from July 22-August 14.  During those three weeks he will have regular office 
hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., and will be in the office on Fridays (normally his day off).  Rev. Josh will be on 
Study Leave for two weeks, August 17-29, preparing for the church year.  He will again resume regular office 
hours on August 31.  If you have any question about Rev. Josh’s availability during the summer, please contact 

the church office. 

Sunday morning services begin at 10:30;   
Children’s Religious Education starts at 10:30 

Childcare is available from 10:00  to 11:50 

Join us for Summer CYRE! 
4-years-old through entering 6th grade meet 

in the Youth Center starting at 10:30 am. 
Childcare is available for Newborns through 3-

years-old in room 7. 
Please pick up children immediately following 

the worship service.   
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“Local Attractions” 
 

When my niece, Alison, was 6, and I was in college, my brother and 
his wife decided to go on a “Mom and Dad” vacation to Hawaii.  I 
earned some needed cash, staying with Ali for a week.  Ali was a 
little sad not to go.  And we had a great time.  We went to matinee 
movies.  I learned how to play “Sorry!” and the “Barbie” game 

(while dutifully pointing out the sexism to my niece).  She 
learned how to put on a record (yes, I said a record) and 
dance in the living room.  After her parents had been 
home a few days, my sister-in-law told me Alison turned 
to her and said a strange thing: “Mom, let’s dance!” 
  

 Some of you have told me that you are not going on trips 
this summer.  You or your spouse lost your job, or fear losing 
it.  Your reserves are not looking so flush. Some of you have said 
that you don’t or someone in your family doesn’t have the energy 
for travel – due to injury, illness or low energy.  It can be an awk-
ward moment when someone asks you what we always ask:  “What 
are your plans for the summer?”  It feels kind of crummy to say 
“none.”   
 

 This, of course, is what a lot of people feel when asked that 
question – not just in tough economic times. It’s just that more of us 
are in the same situation.  But some good things can happen from 
this. Judy Windle, who volunteers for a local historical society, told 
me that the place was jumping.  Her shift was normally pretty quiet, 
she said, but on a recent Saturday she got 15 minutes to herself all 
day.  I’ll bet a lot of other “local attractions” are getting more visi-
tors, too.  Sometimes we need a little extra incentive to check them 
out.  When I lived in Easton, Maryland, a friend of mine read in the 
paper about a public reading by a local author.  It was to celebrate 
her new book of black and white photographs of graveyards in the 
Chesapeake Bay area, accompanied by local legends.  It was free, 
and so much fun!  I would never have gone into the 
lovely old Oxford cemetery at dusk, or sat out there in 
my lawn chair with other people from my town.  People 
see a cheap, fun thing that they can do.  But it’s also a 
way to really live in the place that you live – to explore 
its riches.  It becomes more interesting.   
  

 The other day, I heard a commentator on NPR say we might 
be seeing more people trying creative new business ideas because 
“This is a time when we no longer look at the world in the same 
way.”  Maybe that’s not so bad.  Of course our fears about finances 
are a lot more serious than being blue about not going away in the 

summer.  But one tiny, side benefit may be that we dis-
cover more “local attractions,” and learn to love where we 
live, a bit more.  We may discover new things that we love 
that don’t involve much money.  We may put on music in 
the living room and say, “Let’s dance!”   
                               

      In Faith,  
     Rev. Barbara 
 

Leap of Faith 

Spiritual Practice Sampler 
Fall Retreat  

October 9-10 
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon 
7:00 p.m. Friday, October 9  

until 4 p.m. Saturday, October 10 
 

Temenos Retreat Center, West Chester 
Cost:  $145 both days; $80 one day 

 
Instructors: 

Rev. Barbara Gadon –  

Prayer (Friday night) 
                         

Rev. Jim Walsh –  

Mindfulness Meditation (Saturday morning) 
                         

Robert Gadon –  

Yoga (Saturday morning) 
 

Joan Leof –  

 Spiritual Journal Writing (Saturday afternoon) 
 

 This is a chance to try yoga, prayer, 
meditation and journal-writing in a bite-sized 
sample.  It’s also a chance to bond with people 
from your First U community in a lovely re-
treat setting.  We will begin and end both days 
with worship, led by Rev. Barbara and Susan 
Madison.  Pay $145 for both days, including 
double room (single room, pay an added $20), 
meals, and all workshops; or pay $80 for Sat-
urday, including meals and workshops for that 
day.  After the retreat, there will be opportu-
nity to continue with our instructors for a 4-
week class at First Unitarian Church, or to join 
an ongoing class he or she already leads in the 
community.  Interested?  Contact Rev. Barbara 
at barbara@firstuuwilm.org.   

Fall Retreat  

Our condolences go to Jackie Watson and family 
upon the death of Jim Watson on Saturday, July 
11, 2009.  He was 77.   Jim was Head Usher for a 
year and followed through on that commitment 
even when he fell ill.  He was an active and dedi-
cated member. A memorial service was held here 
at First Unitarian Church on Friday, July 17. 

 Jackie Watson is our Pastoral Care per-
son who takes care of the food deliveries to shut-
ins and families at times of illness or death.  She 
also handles many of our receptions in Parish 
Hall.   

Caring and Sharing 
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COMING OF AGE 2009/2010 
Is your child entering 8th or 9th grade?  Then be sure to include  Coming of Age in your 
schedule!  This fall First Unitarian Church of Wilmington is offering Coming of Age on 
Sunday evenings.  This program includes regular Sunday evening workshops, com-
munity service, retreats and a recognition worship service.   

 
SAVE THE DATE: 

Sunday, August 30 10:30 am – 12:00 pm in Room 29 
Parent’s and Coming of Age Youth (8th, 9th and 10th grades) 

Learn about the Coming of Age Program,  
get the schedule and decide if this is a program for you and your family! 

Summer CYRE continues to be fun and exciting!   
We spent June learning about trash and composting and July working in the garden and exploring in-
sects  and other important garden critters!  August will be just as fun and exciting.  If you’re at church, 
children are meeting in the Youth Center at 10:30 am.   

Looking Ahead! 
Even though we’re still having summer fun, we’re also getting ready for the 2009/2010 church year!    Have 
you filled out the new ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION and MEDICAL FORMS?   Check out the forms at 
the CYRE website:  http://sites.google.com/site/firstuuwilmcyre/ 
 
Children’s Programming 2009/2010 
 

Rainbow Walkers (Kindergarten- First grades)  
Walk the Rainbow Path!  Using games, crafts, songs and stories the Rainbow Walkers explore themes which illus-
trate Unitarian Universalist principles and values.  This year’s program helps children begin to name their own 
religious/spiritual experiences, gives them stories and language that create a framework on which to build their 
own belief system, and nurtures their ethical growth. 
 

Seekers (Second-Third grades)  
 Do you like adventure?  This year we’re seeking adventure through sports, medicine, architecture and food.  Join 
us to dissect a computer, enjoy circus arts and eat exotic foods while discovering your spirit and our Unitarian Uni-
versalist faith!  
 
 Questers (Fourth – Fifth grades) 

Spend Sunday mornings on a Unitarian Universalist journey of discovery!  Take part in the Mystery Quest, UU Quest, 
Inner Quest and Action Quest.  This journey helps our fourth and fifth graders explore and discover answers to life’s 
big questions about human faith and the web of all existence. 
 

  Jr. Youth Group (Sixth, Seventh and Eighth grades) 
This year the Jr. Youth Group explores the question:  What is religious?  Using Neighboring Faiths as a guide, the Jr. 
Youth will learn about a variety of religions.  They will reflect on what is unique and universal in each religion, in-
crease their understanding and appreciation of religious diversity and become more aware of the many connections 
between Unitarian Universalism and other faith traditions. 
 
Coming of Age (Eighth, Ninth and Tenth grades) 

As children enter adolescence First Unitarian provides a year long program focused on providing opportunities for 
youth to explore beliefs and values, as well as individual gifts, strengths and weaknesses. The program is designed to 
be mentally and physically challenging. It aids youth in their personal growth and understanding of self; culminating 
with an Affirmation Worship Service 
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Our Quest Newsletter is going DIGITAL!  

S tarting with the Quest for September 2009, our newslet-
ter will be sent via email. Several factors contributed to 
our decision, including a change to the post office loca-
tion we use for bulk mail. Bulk mail must now be taken 

to a post office in New Castle for processing. But more impor-
tantly, the church will save $300.00 per month in printing ex-
penses and $80.00 per month in postage expenses! 
 

Watch your email for our Quest Test to be done around the 
 second week of August. 

 
We will have some printed copies available in the Church Office 
and the Parish Hall for visitors and folks who don’t have access to 
email. We will continue to post it to the web page, and to supple-
ment the monthly Quest with weekly E-news. 

 
If you do not have access to the Internet  

you must let us know by July 31, 2009  
by contacting the church office (302) 478-2384  

so we can continue your paper delivery. 
 

  Taking care of business, 
     Marina VanRenssen 

Office Ministration 
Many of you might remember the “Coffee 

Summit” think tank that met last year?.......that 
group of folks who met to make sug-
gestions about improving our Sun-
day Coffee Hour hospitality?  Well, 
the plan for their new initiative is in 
place, and the kickoff event is Sun-
day, September  6th, when the Mem-

bership Team will host coffee hour complete with 
coffee, tea, juice, fruit, and sweets! 

The plan they have proposed encourages 
our various church groups to participate on a ro-
tating basis to serve as hosts each Sunday morn-
ing.  This means that a few times a year, each 
group will commit to preparing coffee and pro-
viding refreshments. 

Our full participation as a community not 
only relieves our already-burdened custodial 
team from kitchen responsibilities, but also pro-
vides wonderful visibility for our affinity groups 
and social action teams.  In addition, it offers all of 
us the opportunity to be of service to the congre-
gation and demonstrate a more radical kind of 
hospitality! 

Maggie Duffy has graciously volunteered to 
oversee this new hospitality initiative and will be 

contacting the chair of each group this 
month to let you know which Sunday 
will be yours to host.  What fun to an-
ticipate how each group will meet, 
greet, and feed us each Sunday! 

Susan’s Membership Message 

Office Closed 
August 4th 

Noon to 4PM 

Come One, Come All to Ingathering Sunday! 
September, 13 10:30 AM 

Come together in community to celebrate the new church year! 
A celebratory service led by Rev. Dr. Joshua Snyder and Rev. Barbara Gadon 

A sermon by Rev. Snyder about the upcoming year, and a message including our children and youth. 
 

Also music by 
The University of Delaware Faculty Jazz, and our choir. 

 

And after the service – our annual picnic! 
 

If your last name begins with A – K, bring sandwiches to share. 
If your last name begins with L – Z bring salads of various types, 

families with multiple names, just bring food to share. 
Beverages and Ice Cream will be provided. 

 

We will have the wonderful UUpbeats entertaining us, and of course the People Hunt with new and exciting prizes! 
 

Be a part of the Ingathering Team! It’s a great experience! 
Contact Scott (iamscottw@aol.com or call the church office:  478-2384) 
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A s many of you know there has been a change in the Execu-
tive Team.  Starting August 1, our dedicated and fantastic 
members Helen Foss and Ruth Mette will no longer be on 

the ET.  We are so grateful to the work that Helen and Ruth have 
given to the Executive Team and to the entire church. 

 Beginning August 1st we will be moving to the CEO 
model that is mentioned in the bylaws.  Rev. Josh as Senior Min-
ister will be the CEO and the head of a new Executive Team that 
will include Rev. Barbara Gadon as the head of programs and 
Marina VanRenssen, the Business Manager, who will be the head 
of administration.  This three person, all-staff Executive Team is 
a far more common configuration for settled ministers to work 
with.  This will also allow for a great deal of speed and efficiency 
for the Executive Team to address the day to day matters of the 
church. 

 Of course there will be changes to portfolios, the group-
ings of teams that each member of the Executive Team is the 
contact person for, since we have moved from four members to 
three.  Please see below for a list of ET portfolios.  However we 
have tried to keep radical changes to a minimum, and most of the 
paid staff and teams in the church will not have their lives 
changed too dramatically as a result of this transition. 

 This is not the only change the ET has planned!  There 
are other new and exciting things in the works—new ways to 
connect the Executive Team to members and their concerns, new 
ways to get feedback on the work the ET does, greater clarity to 
our staff and teams on roles and responsibilities between them-
selves and the ET, and the return of council meetings as a way to 
increase communication between teams and the Executive 
Team.  Stay tuned to these and other exciting programs as they 
happen! 

 If you have any questions or concerns about the change 
happening in the Executive Team, the ET welcomes, nay encour-
ages, your feedback, response, complaints, and praises.  Contact 

Rev. Josh in the church office to share your 
thoughts or set up an appointment to speak in 
depth.  The Executive Team serves the congrega-
tion, and we always want to hear what is on your 
mind! 

The New Look of the Executive Team! Treasurer’s Report 

at end of fiscal year 2008-2009 

Rev. Snyder—Membership, Leadership Develop-
ment, Social Justice, Growth, Long Range Planning 
 

Rev. Gadon—Pastoral Care, Adult RE, CYRE, Fam-
ily Ministry 
 

Marina VanRenssen—Finance, Personnel, Buildings 
and Grounds, Green Sanctuary 

The New Executive Team Portfolios 

 We had a very good financial year (especially 
considering the global economy).  We com-
pleted this fiscal year with an Operating Gain 
of just under $15,000.  We have $9758 left in 
our undesignated reserves and we moved an 
additional $5000 into the Search Reserve.   
 
The key factors that enabled us to under run 
our budget are:   
1) you, the congregation continued to fulfill 

most of your pledges;   
2) the Executive Team and Church Staff did a 

great job of keeping  expenses down;   
3) the very successful Spring Auction raised 

almost twice as much money as expected. 
To all of you, THANK YOU!!! 

Our Balance Sheet continues to be sound.  We 
paid off our UUA Mortgage reducing our long-
term liabilities by over $100,000.  As a result 
of the work of the Finance team, our Heritage 

fund value is increasing again 
and much of our Capital Cam-
paign money is now in laddered 
CDs which we will roll over as 
interest rates rise. 
 

               Steven R. Cohen, Treasurer 

Flowers from Your Garden 

Each summer Sunday we enjoy the beautiful 
variety of flowers that grow in our members’ 
yards. Why don’t you share your garden with 
us?! Nothing fancy needed, just the beauty that 
is nature.  Please contact Florence DeRosa at 
302-421-8385 to pick your Sun-
day to provide the flowers for the 
worship service. Call soon so we 
can be sure to fill our calendar 
through August.  

MAKING PEACE  

WITH THE PLANET 
 

“Making Peace with the Planet”  

The 2009 Pacem in Terris Summer Lecture 

& Film Series at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 1506 W. 13th Street, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19806, includes many interesting 
topics and speakers. Go to our website and 
click on the link for details. 
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As summer is in full swing, the Board is still 
meeting and active. Recent items of note to 
the congregation are below. 

- Paying off the Mortgage: As approved by the congre-
gation, we have now paid off the remainder of our 
mortgage with the UUA. The balance owed was 
$102,746.25 and was paid from Capital Campaign mon-
ies, in accordance with the congregational vote. Five 
members requested their capital campaign donation 
not be used for this purpose, and we complied with 
these requests. 

- Review of Board’s Annual Calendar: We have an 
established calendar for the year which outlines a 
schedule for board meeting duties, the annual board/ET 
planning retreat, monitoring of the Ends and Bylaws 
throughout the year, a schedule for updating of any nec-
essary policies, annual meeting planning, internal and 
external communications, review of minister’s con-
tracts, and much more. 

- Ministerial Contracts: The Board also recently up-
dated Rev. Barbara’s ministerial contract. (Rev. Josh’s 
was done upon his arrival.) 

- Church By-Laws Review: A subcommittee of David 
Weiss, Marilyn Hyte and Michael Toll are currently re-
viewing the church by-laws in an effort to align them 
with our governance policies. This will be ongoing work 
through the summer and most likely beyond. 

- Status of our Finances: We finished out this year in 
good shape (see the separate Treasurer’s report in this 
Quest). We also had a quite successful 2009-2010 Oper-
ating Campaign, especially considering the difficult eco-
nomic times we’re facing. You spoke clearly – that our 
UU values are clearly important to you and our commu-
nity. We’ll be celebrating your achievements – hopefully 
before summer is over. (We just don’t celebrate 
enough! Let’s see if we improve on this this year.) 

We hope you find some time to recharge this month, 
especially during the hazy, hot days of August. Septem-
ber will be here soon enough and we’ll be off and run-
ning again. But in the meantime try to find a cool body 
of water to dip your toes into … and just relax. Aaaaaah. 

Board Planks  

 

“Chats with the Leadership” will be taking a hiatus this sum-
mer, and return in the fall with a new format. If you have 
suggestions, let us know. It’s time to try something new! 

 
And we always value your input,  

so don’t hesitate to come to any Board or Executive Team 
member with your ideas and comments.  

FAITH Center’s primary purpose is to involve the 
greater Wilmington religious community in efforts to 
serve fellow human beings in crisis by way of counsel-
ing, referrals and financial assistance for various human 
needs.  For over 10 years, FAITH Center has served the 
working poor who are facing a one-time financial diffi-
culty. They are prepared to provide modest crisis alle-
viation grants for basic needs such as help with housing 
costs to avoid eviction and homelessness; help with 
utility costs to avoid disconnection of services; help 
with unexpected and/or uninsured medical costs; help 
with expenses to obtain or keep employment, and help 
finding assistance for special needs.   
First Unitarian is a founding sponsor of this organization 
and has contributed consistently for many years to this 

interfaith organization. Please give generously. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE OFFERING 
Faith Center—  August 2009 

Other ways to help: how about donating 
rice and soup?  If you’re not the cooking/serving 
type, we can always use donations of food supplies. Our 
menu has changed and we no longer need cookies and 
canned fruit. Our monthly menu is a chicken and rice 
casserole, and we can always use rice and cans of 
Cream of Chicken Soup. In just one meal we use 30 lbs 
of rice and a case of soup! (Not to mention 90 pounds of 
chicken, a few quarts of stock, and other items). 
To donate, please bring in bags of rice (long-grain en-
riched white – like Carolina brand, not instant or any 
other type of rice than long-grain white) and cans of 
Cream of Chicken soup (the larger 24-oz cans are 
great!) and leave them in the EDR basket in the church 
narthex (entrance). 
 And if you are the cooking/serving type, we 
cook at church on the 19th (10 am to 1 pm) 
and serve at EDR on the 20th (10 am to 1 
pm). We’d love to have you join us - contact 
Cindy Cohen (475-5814 or 
cindyscohen@comcast.net). 

Joseph Priestley District of the UUA 
Announcing the 

5th Annual Joseph Priestley District 
Anti-Racism Conference! 

www.jpduua.org. 
MULTICULTURAL FAMILIES 
Saturday, October 17, 2009 

Programming from 8am to 7:30pm 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis 

333 Duboius Road 
Annapolis, MD  21401 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS!    

JPD 5th Annual Anti-Racism Conference 

Emmanuel Dining Room 
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F irst U’s Social Justice Team includes all who work “under the umbrella of social justice.” Do you have information 
to share about your social justice activity? Next Quest deadline is August 15. Contact: lynningersoll@hotmail.com. 

Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA): FEDERAL ACTION! 

With the passage by the U.S. House of Representatives in June of the Waxman-Markey energy bill (H.R. 
2454) the United States made its first step toward limiting U.S. emissions of greenhouse gases largely 
responsible for climate change.  The action now goes to the Senate. In spite of many concessions to 
fossil fuel-based industries and agricultural interests, the bill passed by a small margin, with only six 
Republican ‘Yes’ votes.  Our Congressman Mike Castle was one of them. He has taken serious flack 
from Rush Limbaugh and others on the far right for his vote.  To thank him, you can call his Wilming-
ton office at 302-428-1902. 

A group of us from organizations interested in energy and climate change - including the Sierra Club, the League of 
Women Voters (LWV) and the Coalition for Climate Change Study and Action (C3SA) - will be meeting with Senators 
Kaufman and Carper this summer to discuss strengthening the bill.  Post cards you may sign – to be hand delivered 
to the senators – will be available in the parish hall after summer services. Contact Chad Tolman: ctol-
man@udel.edu. 

Emmanuel Dining Room 

Emmanuel Dining Room Basket Changes: Rather than cookies and cans of fruit, our EDR effort could use do-
nations of soup and rice. See the separate article in this Quest for more details. Contact Cindy Cohen: 
cindyscohen@comcast.net 

Green Sanctuary 

New recycling bins have been placed in the Parish Hall and outside the 2nd floor Kitchen.  Stickers have been placed on 
the bins to let everyone know what items can be recycled.   An outdoor metal bin for kitchen compost will be placed 
outdoors near the kitchen loading dock. The committee continues to meet throughout the summer 
months.  Some composting and yard waste information for DE, PA, and MD residents is posted on the 
Green Sanctuary kiosk in the Parish Hall.  The committee is brainstorming ideas for some fundraising to 
pay for a church energy audit.  Project proposals are being collected for our Action Plan.  Meetings are 
held on the 4th Thursday evening; beginning at 6:30 p.m. Please join us! Contact Maggie Duffy at 
mdu@verizon.net 

ILYA (Independent Living for Young Adults) 

ILYA, a social justice project of First Unitarian Church, provides support for eighteen-year-olds as they “age out” of the 
foster care system. ILYA works with social service agencies, helping to fill existing gaps in service. Perhaps 
you could help these young adults. Could you help move furniture for their apartments? Might you be able 
to tutor or mentor a young adult? Would you like to send “college care packages” to a student? How about 
donating items to fill backpack gifts for high school graduates or providing holiday presents for young 
adults? Would you be willing to advocate for better support for aged out foster kids? Could you make a 
donation? Funds are invaluable for rent supplements or supportive grants – for example, grants have 

been given for driving lessons, child care, bus fare to school, electricity, and application to grad school. ILYA can also 
use help to coordinate its projects. Come join us to help these young adults. Contact Betty Wier: bwier@UDel.Edu. 

UUSC 

Through generous donations to the UUSC Gaza Humanitarian Crisis Fund, UUSC is collaborating with two sister organi-
zations, American Friends Service Committee and YouthBank, to support young men and women in Gaza to play an 
active role in helping their communities recover after the war.  In spite of Israel’s continuing two 
year embargo, which severely limits food, medical, and most other supplies, 30 young men and 
women are helping those severely traumatized, and assessing the needs of victims of the war, includ-
ing the elderly and ill—trying to reach people who might otherwise be left to suffer in silence.  UUSC 
is asking for donations to the UUSC Gaza Humanitarian Crisis Fund so this partnership work can con-
tinue.  You can donate online via this link:  https://secure2.convio.net/uusc/site/ or mail checks to 
UUSC, PO Box 845259, Boston, MA 02284-5259. Contact D.Dobbins@verizon.net. 

Social Justice at First Unitarian 
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Church Staff 

Executive Team Portfolios 
Rev. Snyder—Membership, Leadership Development, Social Justice, Growth, Long 
           Range Planning 
Rev. Gadon— Pastoral Care, Adult RE, CYRE, Family Ministry 
Marina VanRenssen—Finance, Personnel, Buildings and Grounds, Green Sanctuary 

Steve Cohen       Treasurer         

This QUEST covers August 1 to 31, 2009. The next QUEST newsletter will cover events from September 1 to 30, 2009.   
QUEST is a monthly newsletter publication of the First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, Delaware.  

  Submission deadline for QUEST is by noon on the 15th of each month for events the following month. 
Any announcement suggestions for the Order of Service and the Broadcast E-news must be in by Tuesdays at noon and may also 

be sent to Karen@firstuuwilm.org and will be placed according to available space. If possible, please make submissions  
via E-mail. Otherwise, neatly prepared copy can be submitted to Karen Rockhold’s mail box in the church office. 
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Our Purpose: 

First Unitarian Church is a 

caring, diverse faith commu-

nity, rooted in UU principles, 

inspiring and celebrating lives 

of inclusion, justices, and love. 


